REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

October 5, 2023



The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:30 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  Carson, Mairose, Dozark, DeBoer and Swanson.  Also present:  Dedrich Koch, Deputy States Attorney, Mike Schlaffman, Highway Superintendent, Barry Healy, Shelly Ohlrogge, Larry Wagner and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.   No public comments or conflicts of interest were noted.
APPROVE MINUTES


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the minutes of 9-21-2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT


Larry Wagner, America Township, Barry Healy and Shelly Ohlrogge, Pukwana Township were in attendance.  

Mike Schlaffman, Highway Superintendent presented the five-year plan to the Board, listing the upcoming road projects, estimated cost and projected revenue to complete the projects.  The five-year plan is also submitted to the State to comply with regulations for application to State for assistance in Bridge Improvements.  A brief question and answer period followed the presentation of the five-year plan.

PERSONNEL


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to hire Ira Schumacher at the Highway Office effective October 18, 2023 at $19.19/hour (.50 less during probation).  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to accept the termination of Vinson Garcia effective September 15, 2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to hire Evelyn Graves as a part time custodian as needed at $15.00/hour.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BURN BAN


On September 22, 2023 Deputy Vander Windt had a report of a burn in Pukwana town.  Deputy Vander Windt proceeded to have the individual extinguish the fire and submitted the information to the States Attorney Office and the Brule County Commissioners.  Per the burn ban wording any unauthorized burning is liable for up to a $500.00 fine.  


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to fine Pam Palmer $250.00 for unauthorized burning during a burn ban.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

THRIVING COMMUNITIES GRANT


Sheena Larson, Lake Francis Development Corporation met with the Board to discuss the Thriving Community Grant that she would like to apply for to help Chamberlain with a 2 – 3 year technical assistant grant to improve transportation and local development for the City.  The grant requires at least 2 entities to be involved in the grant application so Larson was asking if she could include Brule County as one of the entities.  The Board advised that yes that we would help as long as no financial obligations were needed.  
PLAT


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the following plat:  A plat of Soulek Tract 1, a subdivision of the NE ¼ of Section 10 T 102 N, R 69 W of the 5th PM, Brule County, SD.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

TAX DEED/ABATEMENT

The Brule County Treasurer advised that she had completed tax deed proceedings on the following property in Kimball, SD:  S ½ Lot 2 Blk 2, Warner 3rd Addition Kimball, Brule County, SD   Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the tax deed certificate.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.     


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to abate the taxes, penalties and special assessment of $2,904.92, for the years 2018 – 2022.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

POOR RELIEF

Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve a burial claim for a Brule County resident that qualified for County assistance with Hickey Funeral Chapel for $3,280.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
NACO


National Association of County Officials asked the Counties to make a one time payment of $1000.00 to support the National Center for Public Lands Counties.  Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to table this under further research could be done.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
COURTHOUSE REPAIRS


The Courthouse has been having some issues with the building shifting.  Blackburn Foundation Repair was contacted to see if there was a repair that could be done to remedy some of the shifting.  Blackburn provided a quote and due to the cost the Board wanted some additional quotes before making a decision.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to enter executive session at 10:36 am to discuss personnel issues.  Executive session declared over at 11:02 am.  No action taken.
AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER


The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 9-30-2023 a balance of $6,734,062.37 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES


The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $3,319.03 for September, 2023.
REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE

The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditors Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet, Register of Deeds Statement of Fees.     

APPROVE CLAIMS

Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to approve the following bills and payroll.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
GENERAL FUND

Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 3363.42; Treasurer, 3362.74; States Attorney, 6340.85; Assessor, 1984.37; Planning Commission, 220.49; Register of Deeds, 3364.22; Sheriff, 10,755.67; Jail, 14,157.40; Courthouse, 1456.01; Veteran Service, 817.46; Victim Witness Coordinator, 205.79; Weed & Pest; 1200.00.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3829.08.  Retirement:  SDRS, 3014.34.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3388.66.  Insurance:  ABA 4201.74.  Alvin Law Firm,LLP, 1362.70; Best Western Ramkota Hotel, 808.98; Biskeborn, Kristin, 56.12; Buffalo County Auditor, 380.00; Central Dakota Times, 301.00; Colestock, Lesli, 73.46; Charm-Tex, 274.80; Dailey Law,1810.20; Department of Public Safety, 2340.00; Edwards, Matthew, 51.02; Ellis, Merrill, 434.00; First Dakota Bank, 309.14; Hancock, Richard, 72.44; Hein Law Office, 2537.31; Hickey Heating, 8705.34; Hopkins Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, 560.29; Lincoln County Auditor, 64.20; Little Man Mowing, 867.00; Mairose & Steele, 570.80; Maule, Theresa, 67.80; Miller, Darrell, 3825.00; Northwestern, 4129.05; Office Products Center, 365.66; Pazour, Karla, 52.04; Petty Cash, 261.47; Powell, Ricky, 70.40; Pukwana Town, 91.97; Regalia, 495.11; Ristau, Karen, 51.02; Sanford Health Network, 576.00; Servall Uniform/Linen Company, 42.41; SD Department of Health, 6180.33; Stuart-Pope, Elisabeth, 73.46; Tichy, Nancy, 53.06; Wellman, Jill, 60.20; Winner Police Department, 268.00.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND

Salaries:  11,750.29.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 861.96.  Retirement:  SDRS, 702.02.  Insurance:  ABA 2625.00. Brooks Hardware, 189.95; Butler, 301.18; C & B Operations, 1355.81; JG Welding, 67.56; Northwestern, 164.50; Platte Implement, 540.06; RDO Equipment Company, 11,075.60; WW Tire Service, 288.52.
24/7 FUND

Salaries:  225.61. FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 19.71.  Retirement:  SDRS, 18.05.  Insurance Reimbursement:  27.80. Insurance:  2.34.  Attorney General’s Office, 358.00.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND

Salaries:  684.88.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 65.20.  Retirement:  SDRS, 41.09.  Insurance Reimbursement:  319.67.  Motorola, 3300.33.
ADJOURNMENT


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to adjourn at 11:05 am with the next meeting being held on 10-19-2023 at 9:30 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   
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