COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

DECEMBER 5, 2023

A regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Charles Verhulst on December 5, 2023 with members William Clarkson, John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak and Jason Latham present as well as Kathy Glines, Auditor.    
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were: Jeremy Humbracht, John Ogden, various bidders, Dusty Ginsbach, Wyatt Sabo, Kurt Hansen, Lila Teigen, Dalton Hurst, Ashton Giannonatti, Sue Litzel and Melissa Breding. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the minutes of November 7, 2023 as presented.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS


The Board directed the Auditor to advertise a Public Hearing to consider the sale of gravel to county residents in accordance with SDCL 7-18-27.  Hearing date will be January 2, 

2024 at 10:00 AM.


The Board directed the Auditor to advertise a Public Hearing to consider the contracting with owners of private roads within the County for the County to provide maintenance on private roads in accordance with SDCL 31-11-42.  Hearing date will be January 2, 2024 at 10:00 AM.


The Board directed the Auditor to advertise a Public Hearing to establish the price to be charged to individuals requesting the installation of an autogate on the county road system.  Hearing date will be January 2, 2024 at 10:00 AM.

HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities in his department.  
John Ogden with Western Construction visited with the Board about the gravel crushing that they are currently doing for the County.  They just finished crushing for the County at the Price Pit and are currently crushing for the property owner.   They have the Nygaard Pit to complete yet.  The Bid specifications stated that the crushing at both pits would be completed by November 15, 2023 or a $500 per day penalty would be assessed.  Mr. Ogden proposed that instead of the $500 per day penalty that they crush extra gravel and not charge the county for the crushing.  The Board was willing to accept the offer as long as the crushing of the Nygaard pit was completed by December 28th.  A bill will need to be presented to the County by December 28th so the expense can come off of the 2023 budget. 

RESCUE TRUCK


It was reported that the heavy duty rescue truck has sold on BigIron for a net payment to the County of $21,595.86.

BIDS


The following bids were opened and considered at 9:30 AM as advertised:

CONCRETE CULVERTS:  Bid was received from Rinker Materials.  Motion by Latham,  seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept the bid of Rinker Materials for concrete culverts for 2024.  Bid is on file in the Auditor’s office.
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GROUND STABILIZER:  Bid was received from Team Lab as follows: 55 gallon drum = $27.75 per gallon; 1-7 Totes (275 gallon) = $26.75 per gallon;  8-14 totes = $25.75 per gallon; 15+ totes = $24.75 per gallon.

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept the bid from Team Lab for 2024.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY:  Bids was received from Steve Beylund Construction; Loiseau Construction, Inc.; and Melvin Miller Construction, Inc.   
Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept all three of the bids due to the variance of equipment and prices submitted on each bid.  The Board directed the Highway Superintendent to use the bid that is to the best advantage of the County if it is needed.   Bids are on file in the Auditor's Office.

GRAVEL HAULING:  The following bids were received for gravel hauling (to include loading):   

 Gunderson Trucking, Inc.:  $ 0.8198 per yard mile 

          Melvin Miller Construction: $1.000 per yard mile
          DC Inc.:  $0.985 per yard mile


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept the low bid of Gunderson Trucking, Inc. for gravel hauling in 2024.

CONTRACT PATROL HIRE:  Bid was received for Contract Patrol hire from RoadTek Services, LLC in the amount of $160.00 per hour with rubber tire packers and no bid for rubber tire packers and mulcher attachment.  Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to accept the low bid of RoadTek Services, LLC for contract patrol hire for 2024.

GRAVEL CRUSHING:  The following bids were received for Gravel Crushing:  

        Western Construction:  Davis Pit-$6.25; Seifert Pit-$6.75; Helms Pit-$6.25

        Fisher Sand & Gravel:  Davis Pit- no bid; Seifert Pit-$8.21; Helms Pit-$8.21


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak to accept the low bid of Western Construction on all three pits.  Roll Call Vote:  Clarkson-no; Helms-no; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes.  Motion to award the Bid to Western Construction passed 3 to 2.
LADNER ROAD GRAVEL HAULING PROJECT:  The following bids were received:  DC Inc.- $354,924.88; Flat Creek Construction- $313,875.00;  Gunderson Trucking- $280,800.00.  Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to award the bid for the Ladner Road Gravel Hauling Project to Gunderson Trucking, Inc. 

HARDING ROAD GRAVEL HAULING PROJECT:  The following bids were received:  DC Inc - $149,117.62; Flat Creek Construction - $157,231.00; Gunderson Trucking - $135,000.00.  Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to award the bid for the Harding Road Graveling Project to Gunderson Trucking, Inc. 

REPORT APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of November 30, 2023 as follows:

      
Total amount of deposits in banks
  249,049.07

Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00


Total amount of checks and drafts in Treasurer's possession


         not exceeding three days
 10,187.21

Total amount in C.D.'s 
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
7,774,589.96

Outstanding Checks
(98,009.20)

              Total
$8,437,647.04
 
Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.
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TRANSFER OF FARM RECORDS


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the transfer of Farm records (FSA-179) for county land leased by Arrow F Ranch, LLC.

QUIET TITLE SERVICE


Motion y Helms, seconded by Clarkson and carried to sign the Admission of Service for Quiet Title action File #31CIV23-000011.

US FOREST SERVICE


Kurt Hansen, USFS Custer Gallatin National Forest, visited with the Board about various projects that are going on with the Custer Gallatin National Forest.  There are plans in the works to redo the Rabbit Creek Dam and to reduce the water bank next to Highway 79.  Hand thinning has been completed on 200 acres in the East Short Pines and another 300 acres are scheduled to be done.  A report on the Riley Pass reclamation project was also given.  The Board visited with Mr. Hansen about possible resources that the USFS might have available to assist with necessary repairs of the Fair Building located in Camp Crook.  Mr. Hansen will check to see what assistance they can offer.

LIBRARY


Lila Teigen, Librarian, presented a listing of 28 books that were in the bookmobile that are moldy or damaged.  Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to have the books removed and destroyed.   Teigen also presented a listing of 27 books that are overdue from a period ranging from 2017 to when she assumed the Librarian position in April, 2023, at the request of the Library Board.   Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to have the listed books removed from the inventory. 

Discussion was held on the bookmobile and the lack of use it has when it goes out each month.  The Board requested that Teigen and Commissioner member Helms discuss this with the Library Board and suggest that they consider only running the bookmobile in the non-school months in the summer.  

Teigen reported that some of the book shelves in the kids section of the library need to be replaced as the shelves are sagging and are ready to break.  She would like to replace a couple of them this year.   The Board advised her to work within her budget and get what the budget would allow without going over. 

ABATEMENT


The Auditor presented an abatement request on a mobile home owned by Tailyn Adolph located in Lots 1-2 in Block 4 Oinas Addition to the Town of Buffalo.   The mobile home was assessed at $84,848 and should have been $8022.  The property taxes based on the incorrect assessment are $1805.58 and should be $170.70 for the correct assessment.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to abate $1,634.88 in taxes off of the property to bring the total taxes due to $170.70 for 2022 pay 2023.
COUNTY LEASE AGREEMENT

Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney, reviewed the changes that he has made to the County Land Lease Agreement for the Board to consider.   After discussion, Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to strike Section VIII “That the sub-leasing of the property, or any part thereof, is specifically prohibited; that subleasing is cause for the cancellation and forfeiture of this lease.”


The Board with continue to review the changes and make a formal adoption of the Lease Agreement at their January 2, 2024 meeting.   The proposed changes are available in the Auditor’s office for public review.
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OFFICE REPORTS


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Melissa Breding, Treasurer and Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, reported on activities in their respective offices. 


Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney, discussed the Memorandum of Understanding that has been received from SDSU for the 4-H Advisor and 4-H program.  Several new sections have been added to the MOU and there is concern about liability to the County.  The document does not need to be signed until the January meeting so more research will be done on the proposed changes.

Ashton Giannonatti, Director of Equalization, discussed a full re-appraisal of the county.  She is researching the cost and who would be available to do it.   Giannonatti also approached the Board for permission to work from home on days that when she is unable to come to work due to family issues.  The Board will consider the request and make a decision at the December 28 meeting. 

Kathy Glines, Auditor and Emergency Manager, asked permission to purchase a few doses of Narcan to have at the courthouse.  There have been several instances nationwide of election officials receiving mail laced with Fentanyl and the State and FBI are issuing notices to ensure awareness and response at every level.  Training on the use of the Narcan is available online through the SD Department of Health.  The Board approved the purchase.  Glines also reported that the next round of Homeland Security Grants will open up on January 1, 2024 thru February 15, 2024.   The Board asked that she submit a request for training equipment to put in the Library/EMS Training Center if it is built.

LIBRARY/EMT BUILDING


Dalton Hurst presented final plans and specifications for the Library/EMT building to the Board.  The Board will review all of the documents and consider calling for bids at their January2, 2024 meeting.  

CLAIMS APPROVED



Motion by Helms, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the following claims:
 November Claims

Auditor's office
payroll
6460.93
Treasurer's office
payroll
6460.93
State's Attorney office
payroll
 4309.75
Director of Equalization office
payroll
2601.60
Register of Deeds office
payroll
6181.93
Veteran Service Officer
payroll
425.00

Sheriff's office
payroll
 10773.33
Emergency Management
payroll
216.66
Airport Manager
payroll
541.66

Extension office
payroll
1038.50
Weed Control
payroll
1438.63

Highway Administration
payroll
6212.40
Highway Maintenance
payroll
33558.17
Librarian
payroll
1173.79
AFLAC
group ins.
 724.88
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group ins.
66326.79
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
34.46
SD Retirement System
November retirement
9552.30
SD Supplemental Retirement Plan
deferred comp
50.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance Co.
group ins.
55.50
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US Treasury
Nov. SS & WH
 17297.43
December Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2692.16
Hannah Douglas
temp help library
21.60
Fern Giannonatti
temp help library
 86.40
Amazon
books & supplies
714.60
AT & T Mobility
highway cell phone
90.99
AT & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
104.76

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
 899.32
Butler Machinery Co.
repair           
9978.30
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel    
509.49
Laurie Elmore
supplies
21.57
Pat Erdman
weed board mtg
53.86

G & O Paper and Supplies
supplies
 74.40
Glines Electric
furnace repair
183.67
Grand Electric
utilities
1205.94
Grand Electric
CAP utilities
 138.93
Harding County School 31-1
supplies
32.00
Harding County School 31-1
20% min sev
70606.40
Harding County Treasurer
plates and title
26.70

Home Place Rentals LLC
rental
1939.60
Dalton Hurst
building design and specs
5750.00

IAAO
training supplies
500.00

IAAO
2024 dues
160.00

Denise Kalisiak
weed board mtg
35.50

Kara Koan
contract custodial
2500.00

Monument Health
supplies
2.50

NDSU Extension Bowman County
registration
20.00

Newman Traffic Signs
supplies
163.61

Olson Construction
supplies
1136.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
10728.42
Olson Propane LLC
county utilities
1561.86
Jim Pickett
supplies
55.22

Prairie Auto Parts
supplies
  24.22
Randy’s Welding 
repair
110.00

Reserve Account
postage
429.63
RoadTek Services
contract blading
2320.00

SafeDNS, Inc. 
library IT security
400.00
SD Assoc Weed & Pest Supervisors
2024 dues
75.00

SD Dept of Revenue
Nov Collections
56169.13 
SD Dept of Revenue
Nov sales tax
3.32
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
173.00
SD Sheriff’s Assoc
2024 Dues
539.33

SDAAO
2024 dues
75.00

SDACO
ROD M & P 
 80.00
SDAE 4-H
2024 dues
40.00

Ashley Secrest
weed board mtg
40.60

Servall
supplies
854.79
Simon
supplies
163.60
Staples
supplies
497.04
Sturdevants Auto Parts
supplies
1757.63
Mary Tarter
weed board mtg
42.64
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Venoy Tenold
weed board mtg
151.58

The Current Connection
IT support
386.70
Town of Buffalo
utilities
344.62
Tyler Technologies
Document Pro support
3989.14
Warne Chemical & Equipment
supplies
699.00

West River Telephone
utilities – clinic
156.01

West River Telephone
utilities – CAT
1.08
RECESS

                There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Verhulst declared them in recess at 4:00 PM.  The Board will meet again on December 28, 2023 to finish up any year end business that may come before them. 
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