February 6, 2024
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman William Clarkson on February 6, 2024 at 9:00 AM with members John W. Helms, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present, as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  Hunter Kalisiak was absent.   
ATTENDANCE


Those in attendance at the meeting during the day were Jeremy Humbracht, Melissa Breding, Ashton Giannonatti, Dusty Ginsbach, Jim Pickett, Sue Litzel, Wyatt Sabo, Jim Peterson, Mark, Marcia, Julie, Dillon Lermeny, Josh and Erin Klempel, Ron Ensz, Julia Davis, Mary Tarter, Devin Reppe, Derek and Ladelle Brink. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the minutes of January 2 and 25, 2024 as presented.

HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht reported on activities in his department.  The gravel crushing at the Siefert pit is done with approximately 40,000 yards crushed.  

Discussion was held on the bridge replacement project to be completed this year on the Gilbert Hett Road.  A box culvert will be used to replace the bridge.  Humbracht reported that there is an abandoned natural gas pipeline in the right of way that may have to be removed.  He has checked with several people and agencies regarding the pipeline and it should be empty and not create a problem if it has to be removed.


Humbracht also discussed the old building that the Buffalo Golf Association is wanting to have removed that served as their clubhouse.   The highway department could use the building as a sign storage area.  There would be not cost for the building other than moving it.   The Board was okay with the project as long as the cost was minimal in moving it. 

ROW CONSTRUCTION 


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the placement of a water line by Robert Fox across the Mason Road in Sections 29 & 30, Township 15N, Range 6E.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to go into executive session at 9:40 AM, in accordance with SDCL 1-25-2 (1), for personnel discussion.   Chairman Clarkson declared the Board out of Executive Session at 10:30 AM.   No action was taken by the Board as a result of the Executive Session.
REPORTS APPROVED

        The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of January 31, 2024 as follows:

             Total amount of deposits in banks……………………       
 480,422.96 

             Total amount of actual cash…………………………..       
1,830.00                           
             Total amount of checks and drafts in Treasurer’s possession not 
                  exceeding three days………………………………                                41,164.93
             Total amount is C.D.’s……………………………….                      
      500,000.00             
             Money deposited in Money Market Plus Account........        
6,914,521.05
             Outstanding Checks……………………………………..
(106,131.79)
                                                      Total                                                         
7,831,807.15          
Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.
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Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the annual reports of the Harding County Register of Deeds, Harding County EMT Association, Harding County Fair Board and Harding County Conservation District. 

SHERIFF


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff, discussed cattle carcasses that need to be removed.  He is still trying to find someone that would be willing to do the removal and will try to have quotes by February 15th.   

Sabo asked that a HP Office Jet Pro Printer and a cellular flip phone be cleared surplus.  Motion by Lathm, seconded by Helms and carried to declare the printer surplus for disposal.  Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to have Sabo return the Pantech cell phone to the company it was purchased from. 


Sabo asked permission to purchase a decked storage box for his Sheriff’s vehicle.  The cost would be approximately $1665 and purchased from Work Rigs Unlimited in Belle Fourche.  The Board approved the purchase.  
SECTION LINE IMPROVEMENT


Jim Peterson, Mark, Marcia, Julie and Dillon Lermeny, Josh and Erin Klempel, Ron Ensz and Julia Davis, came before the Board to discuss improving a section line for access to property that Mr. Peterson has purchased.  Mr. Peterson and Mark Lermeny both agreed that they do not want to see the section line improved as it would then allow public travel thru Mr. Lermeny’s pasture.  It was agreed that the two parties would work together to get an easement in place to allow access to the property by another route that would be considered a private trail.  
RADAR CONTRACT


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to sign the Radar Service Contract with the North Dakota Atmospheric Resource Board. 

SDSU MOU


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve and sign the Memorandum of Understanding between Harding County and SDSU for the 4-H Youth Program in Harding County. 
OPERATING TRANSFER


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to authorize the Auditor to do an 
Operating Transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Fair Fund in the amount of $7,500.

HEALTH INSURANCE


The Auditor presented the health insurance renewal for 2024 from Wellmark, Blue Cross Blue Shield.    The premium to the County will decrease by 12.31%.


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to sign the renewal papers for the Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance renewal for 2024 effective April 1, 2024.

SECTION LINE FENCE

Devin Reppe, representing Long Pines Land and Livestock, Mary Tarter, Julia Davis, Dusty Ginsbach, Mark, Marcia, Julie and Dillon Lermeny, Josh and Erin Klempel met with the Board to discuss fencing on a section line.  Reppe reported that they are wanting to replace an older fence on the Long Pines property and in correcting the location of the fence on the section line there is a wet land, marsh and dam with in the section line path and they are trying to figure out how to fence around the area since it deviates from the section line.  Discussion was also held on a “gentleman’s agreement” land trade that occurred with Tarter’s and the previous owner of the Long Pines property.  Long Pines is wanting to get the property lines straightened out and there is conflict between the two parties.  The Board advised that this was not an issue for the County to resolve. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Kathy Glines, Auditor/Emergency Manager; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Ashton Giannonatti, Director of Equalization; Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds and Jim Pickett, Veteran Service Officer, reported on activities in their departments.

INVENTORIES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the inventories of the Highway Department, Weed & Pest, Register of Deeds, Clerk of Courts and Sheriff’s office.  
NEW EMPLOYEE


The Board acknowledged the hiring of Sydney Pedersen as Administrative Assistant for the Director of Equalization as of January 29, 2024 at the starting pay of $16.85 per hour.

PLAT


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-absent; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Clarkson-yes.

RESOLUTION


BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of Harding County, South Dakota, that the Plat of Tract B of the Cramer First Addition to Harding County, South Dakota, as located in Govt. Lot 4 of Section 2, Township 18 North, Range 1 Eat of the B.H.M., Harding County, South Dakota, having been examined, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of South Dakota Compiled Law, Chapter 11-3, and any amendments thereof.

ABATEMENTS 


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve Abatement #2402 for 2023 taxes to Spyglass Cedar Creek LP in the amount of $14.28 for a gas well that was plugged and abandoned in May, 2021.


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to approve Abatement #2403 for 2023 to Sands Oil Company in the amount of $1,099.44 for 23 gas wells on various parcels that were plugged and abandoned between the periods of 2018 and 2020. 

VALUATION


Derek and Ladelle Brink met with the Board to express concerns about the significant increase in value on their residence.  Ashton Giannonatti, Director of Equalization, reviewed how the assessments are arrived at and discussion was also held on the tax levy process.   Giannonatti will go do a reappraisal of the property and Brinks were advised that the assessments are already set for 2024 pay 2025 but they could appeal the assessment to the Board of Equalization in April. 
CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to adjust the claim of Pierre Cadet in the amount of $122.57 and deny $12.35 for tips, bring the amount approved to $110.22 and to approve the following claims as presented:
January Payroll

Auditor’s office
7460.88
Treasurer’s office
7460.88
States Attorney office
4911.25
Director of Equalization office
3703.56
Register of Deeds office
7321.38
Veteran Service Officer
687.50

Sheriff’s office
 12253.62

Emergency Management
233.37
Airport Manager
625.00
Extension office
1156.25
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Weed Control
1906.34

Highway office
7818.50
Highway maintenance crew
34079.78
Librarian

  1225.57
AFLAC

insurance
 763.75
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
health insurance
66326.79
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra,Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
January retirement
10663.18
SD Retirement Sup. Plan
January retirement
50.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50
US Treasury
January SS & WH
19477.25
February claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2778.50
Hannah Douglas
temp help – Library
156.80
Grand Jury 
fees and expense
1059.22
A & B Welding Supply
supplies
58.50

A & I Distributors
supplies
7278.16

Advanced Drug Testing
testing
31.20

Amazon

library books & supplies
983.33
American Stamp & Marking
supplies
56.12
AT & T Mobility
cell phone service – highway
91.02
AT & T Mobility
cell phone service – Sheriff
210.60
Barnaud Law Firm
court appointed attorney
548.60

Behavior Management Systems
2024 budget allocation
1320.00

Black Hills Council
2024 membership
685.00
Bound Tree
supplies
197.44
Brosz Engineering
measuring & testing
2895.00
Buffalo Hardware 
supplies
  1501.05
Butler Machinery
repair
1222.64
Pierre Cadet
expense
110.22

Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
245.35
Center for Medicare/Medicaid
enrollment fee
709.00

City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1251.49

Community Bible Church
rental
1939.60

Dakota Fluid Power
supplies
85.30

Laurie Elmore
supplies
53.09

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities & supplies
175.90
G&O Paper and Supply
supplies
161.65
Glines Electric
repair
183.67

Godfrey Brake Service
repair
1104.34
Grand Electric
utilities
1655.47
Grand Electric
Community Action utilities
216.65
GWorks

software program
1898.00

H & L Super Valu 
supplies
11.68
Harding County Conservation District
2024 budget allocation
16000.00

Harding Co. EMT Association
2024 budget allocation
8000.00
Harding Co. Fair Board
2024 budget allocation
7500.00
Harding County Treasurer
license & title fees
26.70

John Deere Financial
supplies
135.27
Johnson Controls
fire alarm contract
9145.44

Denise Kalisiak
weed board meeting
35.50
Kara Koan
custodial contract
2500.00
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Misty Koan
expense & supplies
49.70

Kaeloni Latham
weed board meeting
34.48

Lawson Products
supplies
2034.60

Matheson TriGas
supplies
177.02

McLeod’s
supplies
501.68

Mid States Organized Crime
2024 membership
100.00

Nation's Center News
publishing & supplies
896.19
ND State Water Commission
radar contract
2000.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
7825.65
Olson Propane
utilities – county
1956.07
Olson Propane
utilities – clinic
593.78
Over Drive, Inc
library e-books
600.00

Pioneer Bank & Trust
safety deposit box rent
26.00

Pomp’s Tire
repairs
55.08
Prairie Auto Parts
repair  
1225.21
Quality Inn Pierre
expense
77.00

Jane Quinn
blood draw
60.00

Reserve Account
postage
1180.60
Runnings

supplies & repair
688.92
Safe DNS, Inc.
library supplies
400.00

SD Dept of Revenue
January collections  
53427.01 
SD Dept of Revenue
January sales tax
8.11
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
198.50
SDACO

M & P fund remittance
 124.00
Servall

supplies
1034.33
Sierra Design Signs
supplies
100.00

Staples

supplies
191.08
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
2327.07
Venoy Tenold
weed board meeting
39.58

The Current Connection
IT support
413.76
Town of Buffalo
utilities 
351.05
US Post Office
postage
68.00

Western Communications
supplies & repair
768.63

West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities (January)
 914.21
West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities (February)
948.48
West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities (February)
156.04
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAT utilities (February)
  35.37
Yvonne Yoder
weed board meeting
30.40

RECESS

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Clarkson declared the Board in Recess at 4:00 PM.   The Board will reconvene at 1:00 PM on February 15, 2024 to consider bids for the Library/EMS building project and address any other business that may come before them. 
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