March 5, 2024
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman William Clarkson on March 5, 2024 at 9:00 AM with members John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines.   

ATTENDANCE


Those in attendance at the meeting during the day were Lila Teigen Jeremy Humbracht, Jim Pickett, Larry Nelson, Ryan Routier, Billy Clanton, Ty Fowler (via phone),  Melissa Breding, Dusty Ginsbach, Wyatt Sabo, Laurie Elmore, Sue Litzel and Ashton Giannonatti. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of February 6 & 15, 2024 as presented.
LIBRARY


Lila Teigen, Librarian, gave an overview of the Annual Report for the Library.   It will be presented to the Library Board for approval and be brought back to the Commissioners for final approval.  Teigen asked if the Library could have an account for the GIS website for customer use, which the Board approved.  Discussion was held on the virus and security protection that is currently being used for the Library computers.   The Board asked Teigen to contact The Current Connection about providing the service.  Teigen also reported on the preparation work she is doing for the Summer Reading Program.  
HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities in his department.  Humbracht will be attending training (Short Course) in Deadwood in March.  


Humbracht reported that he has been having issues with his cell phone and after visiting with AT&T it was discovered that the phone was very outdated and that the current plan that the Highway office has should be updated, which would be at a lower cost than the current plan.   The Board approved the purchase of a new cell phone and updating the plan. 
BRIDGE INSPECTION


Humbracht reported that this is the year for the two year rotation for bridge inspections on all of the county maintained bridges.   Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Clarkson-yes.

BRIDGE INSPECTION PROGRAM RESOLUTION

FOR USE WITH SDDOT RETAINER CONTRACTS


WHEREAS, 23 CFR 650 Subpart C, requires initial inspection of all bridges and reinspection at intervals not to exceed two years with the exception of reinforced concrete box culverts that meet specific criteria.  These culverts are reinspected in intervals not to exceed four years.


THEREFORE, Harding County is desirous of participating in the Bridge Inspection Program.


The County requests SDDOT to hire Brosz Engineering, Inc. (Consulting Engineers) for the inspection work.  SDDOT will secure federal approvals, make payments to the Consulting Engineer for inspection services rendered, and bill the County for 20% of the cost.  The County will be responsible for the required 20% matching funds.

-97-

FOSSIL EXCAVATION


The Auditor advised the Board that she has received an application for a Lease Agreement between Harding County and Harrison Duran and Loren Gurche for the removal of fossilized remains on county owned land.  Due to the timing of receiving the application there was not enough time to advertise for a public hearing on the application.   The Board will consider the application at their April 2nd meeting.    


The Board directed the Auditor to contact other individuals that have been granted the permission to explore the property that a lease is pending and they will no longer be allowed to explore the property as a hearing is pending to remove fossilized remains. 
HOLIDAY


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to give the county staff that works on Friday afternoons, the afternoon of Good Friday – March 29, 2024 off as a 4 hour paid holiday.   The Courthouse is closed on Friday afternoons due to the working schedule but the highway maintenance department works the entire day.   This holiday will therefore be only for the highway maintenance department.

COMBINED ELECTION


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to sign the combined election agreements with the Town of Buffalo, Town of Camp Crook and Harding County School District 31-1 to have their elections conducted by the County in conjunction with the June 4 Primary election. 

COUNTY LAND LEASE AGREEMENT


Ty Fowler (via phone), Larry Nelson, Ryan Routier, Billy Clanton and Dusty Ginsbach (States Attorney) met with the Board to discuss changes that have been made to the County Land Lease Agreement.   Concerns were expressed about the changes and several questions were presented for clarification.   After discussion and clarification the group appeared satisfied with the changes.  It was agreed that there were a couple of items in the agreement that needed to be changed to provide better clarification, which the Board will address before the 2025 lease. 
JAIL CONTRACTS

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to sign the Meade County Jail Contract for Housing of Prisoners and Detainees. 
PLAT


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Helms-yes; Clarkson-yes.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Harding County Board of Commissioners, that Lots 4-8 of Prairie Pines Addition, located in the SE4 of Section 20, Township 19N, Range 5E of the Black Hills Meridian, Harding County, South Dakota, having been examined is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of South Dakota Compiled Law, Chapter 11-3 and any amendments thereof. 
COUNTY LAND LEASE


The Board conducted the County Land lease auction at 2:00 PM as advertised. 
 COUNTY MINERAL LEASE


The Board conducted the County Mineral Lease at 2:30 PM as advertised.  No offers were presented to the Board.
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OFFICE REPORTS


Glines also reported that the State has started the County audit for 2021-2022.   

Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff, reported that the owner of the cattle carcasses is removing the carcasses and the County will not need to be involved in the removal.   

Laurie Emore, 4-H Advisor; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, Jim Pickett, Veteran Service Officer and Ashton Giannonatti, Director of Equalization, reported on activities in their respective offices. 

CREDIT CARD 
 Discussion was held on using Certified Payments to provide services to the County which would allow the public to make payments to the County with a credit card.   Melissa Breding, Treasurer, reported that other counties are using the service and that there would be no cost to the County, but there would be to the customer when the credit card is used.    The service would allow payment of property taxes thru a website and all other payments using a credit card would be done directly with the Treasurer’s office. 

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms, and carried to approve to allow the entering into contract with Certified Payments to set up a credit card acceptance service as long as there is no cost to the County and that it is very clearly posted that any fees for the use of the credit card will be assessed to the user. 

REPORTS APPROVED

The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of February 29, 2024 as follows:

      Total amount of deposits in banks
 550,833.60
      Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00

      Total amount of checks & drafts in possession on exceeding three days
  25,548.97
      Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00

      Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
6,892,653.07
      Total amount of outstanding checks
(98,543.75)

                                    Total
7,872,321.89
       Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for 
other parties.

CLAIMS APPROVED

            
Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the following claims:
February payroll

Auditor's office
6840.93
Treasurer's office
6840.92
State's Attorney office
 4732.50
Director of Equalization office
5777.61
Register of Deeds office
6840.92
Veteran Service Office
687.50
Sheriff's office
11846.67
Emergency Management
233.33
Airport Manager
625.00
Extension Office
1036.00
Weed Control
1932.13
Highway office
7322.35
Highway Maintenance crew
  28773.20
Librarian
  1086.83
AFLAC
group insurance
 763.75
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
66326.79
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Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
February retirement
9963.60
SD Supplemental Plan
Retirement plan
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
February SS & WH
17958.61
                                                      March Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2844.00
Hannah Douglas
temp help – library
123.20
Amazon
supplies
128.27
AT & T Mobility
cell phone – sheriff
104.80
AT&T Mobility
cell phone – highway
88.63
Bickle Truck & Diesel
repair
11615.12

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
1375.70
AnneMarie Brienza
EMT training
215.00

Buffalo Hardware & Lumber
supplies
 519.72
Buffalo Ranch Supply
supplies
4582.50

Butler Machinery Co
repair
 1314.86
Cenex Fleetcard
supplies
298.13
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1254.87

Collaborative Summer Library Program
supplies
33.86
Community Bible Church
rental
1939.60

DANR
stormwater permit
200.00

G&O Paper and Supplies
supplies
 583.00
Kathy Glines
expense
299.37
Godrey Brake Service
repair
260.13

Grand Electric
utilities county
1461.69
Grand Electric
utilities CAP
168.80
H & L Super Valu
supplies
88.12
Harding Co. School 31-1
20% mineral severance funds
69011.10
Holiday Inn 
expense
551.94

Laura Johnson
EMT training
175.00

Kara Koan
custodial contract
2500.00

Misty Koan
expense
45.33
Lion’s Civic Center
rental
120.00

Matheson TriGas
supplies
 96.73
Jody Moncur
EMT training
206.65
Monument Health
supplies
262.20
Nation’s Center News
supplies
64.79
Northern Truck Equipment
repair
6094.14

Olson Fuels
supplies
9336.23
Olson Propane
utilities 
2215.85
PCC
contract ambulance billing
801.84

Pitney Bowes Bank Reserve
postage
778.11

Plains Towing & Recovery
towing
558.50

Pomps Tire
supplies
7762.44

Jane Quinn
blood draw
60.00

Ramkota
expense
228.00

Rapid City Finance Office
testing
40.00

Richter’s Tire & Exhaust
repair
343.58

Runnings
supplies
100.34
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Scott Peterson Motors
repair
404.51

SD Dept of Public Safety
rental
2340.00

SD Dept of Revenue
Feb. collections  
50092.07 
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
186.90

SD State’s Attorney Assoc
2024 dues
704.33
SDACC
CLERP assessment
170.00

SDACES
2024 dues
45.00

SDACHS
registration
100.00

SDACO
registration
600.00

SDACO
modernization & preservation funds
64.00
SDSU Extension
4-H advisor contract
11200.09

Michael Seifert
gravel royalty
51696.00

Servall
supplies
610.42
Ship 4-H
supplies
154.85

Annette Slaba
EMT training
175.00

Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair 
1173.55
Brian Teller
EMT training
272.76

Venoy Tenold
expense
132.20
The Current Connection
IT support & supplies
412.40
Jamie Thybo
EMT training
215.00

Town of Buffalo
rental
 50.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities
370.26

Kacie Turbiville
EMT training
471.22

Steve Verhulst
planning & zoning mtg
52.84

West River Telephone
health clinic utilities   
156.04
West River Telephone
CAP utilities 
35.37
Warne Chemical
supplies
82.14

Western Construction
gravel crushing
232632.00
Wolffy’s Garage 
repair
105.52

RECESS
        There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Clarkson declared the Board recessed at 3:20 PM.  The Board will meet on March 14, 2024 at 1:00 PM to have a pre-construction meeting with Prairie Plains Construction on the construction of the Library/EMS building and to address any other business that may come before them. 
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