April 2 2024
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman William Clarkson on April 2 2023 at 9:00 AM with members  John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, John Carter, Harrison Duran, Loren Gurche, Dusty Ginsbach, Julia Davis,  Melissa Breding, Wyatt Sabo, Sue Litzel, Ashton Giannonatti, Jim Pickett, and Laurie Elmore. 
MINUTES APPROVED

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of March 5 & 14, 2024 meetings as presented. 

HIGHWAY REPORT

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities in his department.   The Town of Buffalo would like to purchase the stock pile of road chips that is at the County Maintenance yard to use for chip sealing their streets.  After discussion it was decided that it would not be in the best interest of the County to sell the chips as we have use for them.


Humbracht presented a participation Agreement from the SD DOT for an annual payout for Pavement Marking.  The State does not want to provide pavement marking contracts to the counties anymore and are offering an agreement to do an annual payout to help offset costs incurred by the counties to do their own pavement marking.  Harding County would receive $4,237.35, which is a small fraction of the costs for doing the marking.  Discussion was held on how many miles of road we have that the funds could be used on.    Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to NOT enter into the agreement. 

BID


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept the True North Steel bid for Corrugated Metal Culverts, per the Beadle County Bid letting.  A copy of the bid is on file in the Auditor’s office.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to enter into Executive Session at 9:10 AM for employee matters in accordance with SDCL 1-25-2 (1).  Chairman Clarkson declared the Board out of Executive Session at 9:20 AM.

EMPLOYEE OPENINGS


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to allow the Highway Superintendent to advertise for one Full Time highway maintenance crew employee.


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to allow the Weed Supervisor to hire two (2) seasonal weed spraying employees and to waive the two week publication policy for the positions. 

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARY


The Board acknowledged the one year anniversary of employment of Lila Teigen as of April 20, 2024 and the step pay increase to $18.50 per hour. 
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OPERATING/CASH TRANSFERS


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to do an Operating Transfer, as budgeted, from General Fund cash to Library Fund cash in the amount of $48,210 and to transfer $835,569 from General Fund Capital Accumulation Account to the Courthouse and Jail Fund cash, as budgeted.

2021/2022 AUDIT


Glines reported that SD Department of Legislative Audit has started the 2021/2022 audit on the County.  Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to sign the Entrance Letter for the purposes of the audit. 
FOSSIL REMOVAL


The Board conducted a public hearing at 10:30, as advertised, for the consideration of an Application to enter into a lease agreement for the purposes of removing fossilized remains from County Owned property.  The application is from Harrison Duran and Loren Gurche, who appeared remotely at the meeting.   Also present was John Carter.  Chairman Clarkson asked for any public comment regarding the lease agreement, of which there was none.  


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to enter into the Lease Agreement with Harrison Duran and Loren Gurche for the removal of fossilized remains on the following County Owned Property:  NE4, E2NW4, S2 of Section 8, Township 21, Range 1.  Lease Agreement will be effective from April 1, 2024 to December 31, 2025 with an additional year from the end of the Lease to sell the fossilized remains.

COUNTY INITIATIVE PETITION


The Auditor presented County Initiative Petitions to the Board that have been filed in her office by Betty Olson and verified as signed by 58 of the required 50 signatures needed.  The petitions request that the following Ordinance be submitted to the voters of Harding County for approval or rejection as follows:

AN ORDINANCE DEFINING THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS WITHIN HARDING COUNTY

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Harding County that the following rules regarding elections in Harding County, are hereby adopted:

1. All elections in Harding County shall be conducted by paper ballot only

2. Tabulation of votes shall be by hand count after the polls are closed in accordance with SDCL 12-20

3. Electronic voting devices, of any kind, are prohibited

4. Electronic tabulation devices, of any kind, are prohibited

5. Absentee ballots properly obtained and marked by the individual voter in accordance with SDCL 12-19 shall be tabulated by hand after polls close.  Ballots received after 7:00 pm on election day shall be disqualified

6. The establishment of voter centers, or the like, in Harding County, is prohibited

This item was placed on the agenda for 11:00 am.   Present for the consideration of the petitions was States Attorney Dusty Ginsbach and Julia Davis.  No other members of the public were present.  
In accordance with SDCL 7-18A-13, If a petition to initiate is filed with the auditor, the auditor shall present it to the board of county commissioners at its next regular or special meeting. The board shall enact the proposed ordinance or resolution and shall submit it to a vote of the voters in the manner prescribed for a referendum within sixty days after the final enactment. However, if the petition is filed within three months prior to the primary or general election, the ordinance or resolution may be submitted at the primary or general election.
Ginsbach advised the Board that there are items within the petition that are in violation of State and Federal laws and that there is a Supreme Court case that shows action does not 
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have to be taken by the Commissioners if the proposed Ordinance would create the county 
being in violation of Federal and State laws.   By denying the petitions, it could result in a law suit from the people presenting the petitions, but if the petitions are accepted and passed  by the voters the county would very likely be sued by the Federal Government.  
Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak to reject the petitions on the grounds that this petition violates State and Federal law and the proposed ordinances must be within the power of the County Commissioner to adopt and these are not.  Roll Call Vote:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Clarkson-yes.  Motion to reject the petitions carried 5 to 0. 
PLATS

Motion by Latham, seconded Kalisiak to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Helms-yes; Clarkson-yes. 


BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of Harding County, South Dakota, that the Plat of Tracts A to E of the Jacobi Addition to Harding County, South Dakota, as located in the NE4 and SW4 of Section 9, NW4 and NW4NE4 of Section 10, Township 21 North, Range 6 East of the B.H.M., Harding County, South Dakota, having been examined, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of South Dakota Compiled Law, Chapter 11-3, and any amendments thereof. 


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Clarkson-yes.


BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commission of Harding County, South Dakota, that the Replat of the remainder of Tract A, now know as Plat of Lot 1 of the G.E.C. Buffalo 1st Addition to Harding County, South Dakota, as located in E2SE4 of Section 31, Township 19 North, Range 5 East of the B.H.M., Harding County, South Dakota, having been examined, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of South Dakota Compiled Law, Chapter 11-3, and any amendments thereof. 

AMBULANCE


Melissa Breding, Treasurer, reported that the company that does the ambulance billing for the County, PCC, has recommended that the billing rates for the ambulance be increased.  The Board reviewed the proposed rates and a five year history of the profit/loss of the ambulance service.  The proposed increases are due to the rates that Medicare and Blue Cross Blue Shield will reimburse at.  The rates that are currently used were set in 2011.


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Helms and carried to make the following rate adjustments, effective April 1, 2024:
· MILEAGE will remain at $6.00 for mileage incurred from the time of loading the patient to medical destination

· BLS NON- EMERGENT - Increase from $300 to $400 – Trips that are transports or trips that require minimal care

· BLS EMERGENT - Increase from $400 to $500 -  Providing BLS or providing ALS monitoring.  Examples would include Trama, IV’s, Cardiac.  May also be ALS staffed but did not use ALS skills

· ALS EMERGENT – Increase from $500 to $700 -   Providing ALS skills

· RESPONSE – NO TRANSPORT will remain at $200 -  This would include any time that the ambulance is dispatched to assist a patient but no transport is required.  This would include response while waiting for a Life Flight, intercept with other service or care is given to a patient, due to a dispatch, but no transport is necessary.  It does not include call backs, refused service or standby time at sporting events or on site treatment to emergency personnel that are responding to, or involved in, an emergency situation.
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LIBRARY


Melissa Breding, Library Board member, reported that Lila Teigen has notified the Library Board the she is resigning from her position as Librarian of Northwest Regional Library as of May 23, 2024.   The Library Board will be meeting next week to discuss the process for hiring a new librarian.  
REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of March 31, 2024 as follows:

      Total amount of deposits in banks
 275,784.78
      Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00

      Total amount of checks & drafts in possession on exceeding three days
  63,011.74
      Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00

      Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
6,818,088.51
      Total amount of outstanding checks
(92,897.70)

                                    Total
7,565,817.33
       Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

OFFICE REPORTS



Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Jim Pickett, Veteran Service Officer; Kathy Glines, Auditor and Ashton Giannonatti, Director of Equalization reported on activities in their offices. 

Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, reported that the copier machine service contract will expire this month and will not be renewed.  She presented a quote for a new copier and after discussion about the condition of the current copier it was decided to wait to order a new one. 


Laurie Elmore, 4-H Advisor, reported on activities with the 4-H groups.   The State Shoot will be held in Pierre the end of April and she is asking if the County will pay for the mileage to transport the shooting sports equipment trailer to Pierre.   Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to pay the mileage, at the County rate, for pulling the trailer to Pierre. 

CLAIMS APPROVED



Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the following claims:
March Payroll

Auditor's office

6840.92
Treasurer's office

6840.92
States Attorney's office

 4482.75
Director of Equalization's office

 5777.62
Register of Deeds office

6840.92
Veteran Service Officer

687.50
Sheriff's office

  11846.66
Emergency Management

233.33
Airport Manager

625.00
Extension Office

1008.25
Weed Control

680.98

Highway office

7283.50
Highway Maintenance crew

 31245.11
Librarian

  1325.59
AFLAC
group insurance
 763.75
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group health insurance
60360.93
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
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Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
March retirement
 10105.42
SDRS Supplemental Ret. Plan
deferred comp
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
March SS & WH
18398.09
April Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
3442.09
A & I Distributors
supplies
365.90

Amazon
library books & supplies
1123.13
AT & T
cell phone –highway
88.63
Bickle Truck & Diesel
repair
80.27
Boom Concrete
supplies
2736.00

Bound Tree
supplies
622.83
Brosz Engineering
testing and measuring
2430.00

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
1873.42
Butler Machinery Company
repair & supplies
1460.70
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
685.33
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1261.76
Community Bible Church
rent
1939.60

DMI
repair
150.26

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities 
138.50
Frontier Glass of Belle
repair
355.14

Harding County EMT Association
training 
1800.00

Highway 79 Arms
supplies
661.50

Grand Electric
County utilities
1372.29
Grand Electric
CAP utilities
  135.77
Kara Koan
custodial contract
2500.00
Matheson TriGas
supplies
60.19

McLeod’s
supplies
159.84
Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
  285.00
Linda Mohagen
EMT training
150.00

Nations Center News
publishing
380.77

Nutrien Ag Solutions
supplies
135.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
9014.51
Olson Propane
utilities
1939.53
Pitney Bowes Reserve Account
postage
265.40

Pitney Bowes
rental
142.53

Prairie Plains Construction
progress payment
16941.87

Progress RV
repair
75.00

Rapid City Finance Office
testing
40.00

Runnings
supplies
929.98

SD Dept of Revenue
march collections
69403.23
SD Dept of Revenue
March sales tax
 2.95
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
1465.64
SDACO
m&p
74.00
Servall
supplies 
736.26
Sontech
repair
416.45

Staples
supplies
12.23
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
  63.75
The Current Connection
IT support
 409.30
Town of Buffalo
utilities
370.26
Work Rigs Unlimited
supplies
1664.99
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West River Telephone
utilities – March
 952.59
West River Telephone
utilities – April
938.16

West River Telephone
utilities – clinic
155.32
West River Telephone
utilities – CAP
  35.23
Yvonne Yoder
planning & zoning mtg
30.40

RECESS
       There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Clarkson declared the Board in recess at 3:35 PM.   The Board will meet as a Board of Equalization on April 9, 2024 at 2:00 PM and will also reconvene as a Board of Commissioners. 
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