COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

JULY 23, 2024

The Board re-convened in session at 9:00 AM on July 23, 2024 with members William Clarkson,  John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, and Charles Verhulst present as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.   Chairman Clarkson called the meeting to order with Commissioner member Jason Latham being absent. 

ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Misty Koan, Lila Teigen, Bruce Hintz, Harrison Duran, Wyatt Sabo, Kurt Hansen and Melissa Breding.
LIBRARY



Lila Teigen, Librarian, presented a list of books and DVD’s that the Library Board has approved for disposal.  There are approximately 1500 items on the listing.   Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the listing.   After the books and DVD’s have been taken off the inventory they will be taken to Ogalala-Lakota County and donated to the Tribe. 


Teigen asked the Board for permission to have additional hours, or additional help, to remove the books from the shelves and the inventory.  Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to allow Hannah Douglas up to 20 hours per week for one month to assist with the removal of the books.


Teigen also discussed new book shelving for the Library once it gets moved to the new building.  She has been looking at shelves offered by Demco and the approximate cost would be $15,000 plus shipping, but is still waiting for an actual quote.  Discussion was held on the number of new shelving units that would be necessary and if there were other options than Demco.   The Board will continue to research the shelving replacement. 
HIGHWAY


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported that the bridge on the Gilbert Hett road will start being replaced today with a box culvert.  He has also gotten gravel samples from a new gravel source at Darwin Latham’s and has had it tested, which came back as good gravel.  Humbracht reported that there is a significant amount of gravel at the location.   It is part of the 2025 Road Plan to crush gravel at this new pit. 
2020-2021 AUDIT


Bruce Hintz, SD Department of Legislative Audit, reported on the completed audit for 2020 and 2021.  Hintz reported that there were no deficiencies found, no material weakness found and no adjustments that needed to be made.   Discussion was held on using Sourcewell as a way to purchase equipment without bidding.   Documentation will be needed to be obtained in the future to ensure the price being paid is accurate.

FOSSIL SALE

Harrison Duran met with the Board to report on two Hell Creek Formation turtles that he has discovered on County Land.   The two fossils are complete and pictures were provided to show the Board what he had discovered.  Per a Lease Agreement with the County, Duran has permission to remove the fossils and offer them up for sale on behalf of the County with prior permission.  The sale will be between the buyer and Harding County, with payment going to the County.  The County will retain 20% of the sale and remit 80% to Mr. Duran.  


After discussion and reviewing the Lease Agreement, Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried by the members of the Board present, to authorize Harrison Duran to act as an agent for Harding County for the sale of two complete Hell Creek formation turtles, and to direct him to not accept 
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any offers under $100,000 for each of the turtles. 


Documentation will be provided by the County to show proof of ownership and that Mr. Duran is authorized to work with a buyer for the fossils.   Mr. Duran was asked to provide all correspondence concerning the two fossils to the Auditor as the sale progresses.

US FOREST SERVICE


Kurt Hansen, US Forest Service, reported on activities in the Custer-Gallatin National Forest.  Storm damage was not as severe in South Dakota as it was on the Montana side of the Forest.  They are actively trying to get roads cleared due to the fire danger and access issues.  Discussion was also held on the drought conditions in the Forest. 
OFFICE REPORTS

Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff, visited more with the Board about replacing his office door so it would restrict access to the office.  It was asked that Sabo check on a couple other methods of fixing the door and get costs and report back at the next meeting.


Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, reported on the Ventenata weed has been discovered on Forest Service land in Harding County and the steps she took last year to control it.   New areas have been discovered and the USFS is asking that she continue to work on controlling it.   The USFS has asked that she redirect the time that she is supposed to spend in the Short Pines to the Cave Hills area to work on the Ventenata control so she doesn’t run out of hours on the contract.    

QUIET TITLE ACTION

Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign the Notice and Admission of Service for a Quiet Title Action for case #31CIV24-000005.

2025 PROVISIONAL BUDGET


The Board reviewed the Provisional Budget requests for 2025.

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to adopt the Provisional Budget for 2025 as presented. 

A copy of the 2025 Provisional Budget, as approved, will be published under separate cover and is on file in the Auditor's Office for public review.

CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the following claims:
A&I Distributors
supplies
558.95

Lori Besler
post election audit
55.50

City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1275.70

Julia Davis
expense
93.80

DC Inc.
supplies
408.00

Hannah Douglas
supplies
6.35

Exec Mgmt Finance Office
supplies & utilities
111.75

G & O Paper and Supplies
supplies
160.90

GGT Lawn Service
repair
2437.51

Ashton Giannonatti
expense
74.50

Elizabeth Henderson
post election audit
30.00

Lions Civic Center
rental
40.00

Mary L. Matthews
post election audit
30.00

Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
380.00

Joyclyn Mollman
post election audit
58.56

Nations Center News
publishing
168.46
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National Sheriff’s Assoc.
dues
125.00

Newman Traffic Signs
supplies
856.43

Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
1326.45

PCC
contract ambulance billing
976.49

Jolene Philo
library books
51.50

Prairie Plains Construction
building progress payment
73314.12

Quilt Connection
supplies
27.33

Rapid City Finance Office
blood alcohol draw
40.00

Reva Store
fuel
36.02

Paula Richter
post election audit
49.38

Runnings
supplies
157.87

SD Library Assoc
registration
215.00

SDDOT Finance Office
bridge inspection
1578.86

Sturdevants
supplies
781.48

Thomson Reuters West
supplies
580.89

Town of Buffalo
rental
100.00

True North Steel
supplies
2970.00

Ryanna Turbiville
supplies
240.89

Warne Chemical & Equipment
supplies
637.29
West River Coop. Telephone
utilities
966.88

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to adjourn at 3:15 PM.   The Board will hold there next regular meeting on August 6, 2024.
SIGNED:___________________________________      

William Clarkson, Chairman

 ATTEST:______________________________ 

    Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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