COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

AUGUST 6, 2024

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Vice-Chairman John Helms on August 6, 2024 with members Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  William Clarkson was absent. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were: Jeremy Humbracht, Roger and Penny Gunderson, Colt Floyd, Ron Floyd, Lonny Parmely, Dustin Vining, Dave Smith, Travis Smith,  Wyatt Sabo, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Laurie Elmore, Syndey Pedersen and Dusty Ginsbach. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the minutes of July 2 and 23, 2024 as presented.
HIGHWAY REPORT

 
Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on various activities in the highway department.   The Ladner and Harding Road projects are completed and the Highway Department is in the process of doing some clean up work on the approaches and edges of the road.   They have been trying to mow and blade roads in the areas that are getting some rain but have limited the activity due to the fire danger. 

Humbracht reported that the bridge replacement project on the Gilbert Hett road has been completed.   Discussion was held on the bridge that was removed.  It was decided to declare the bridge as surplus property and to conduct a public auction for the sale of the bridge material.   The auction will be conducted on September 3, 2024 at the Commissioner meeting room in the Courthouse.   The successful bidder will have until September 24th to remove the bridge materials. 

FAIR


Discussion was held with Latham, who is the county representative on the Fair Board, about the Fair Board allowing the placement of any inflatable bouncy houses on County owned property.   The County has been advised by their insurance company that there is no coverage for the bouncy houses and they should not be permitted due to the liability.   The Board asked that Latham request the Fair Board to not contract for the rental of the bouncy houses or allow them on any county owned property. 
HAUL ROAD USE AGREEMENT


The Board conducted a public hearing at 10:00, as advertised, for public input on the adoption of a Haul Road Use Agreement and Policy.  Present for the hearing were: Roger and Penny Gunderson, Colt Floyd, Ron Floyd, Lonny Parmely, Dustin Vining, Dave Smith and Travis Smith.  

The Board explained the purpose of the proposed Agreement and Policy, which is to protect the county roads from heavy truck traffic due to development in neighboring states and counties and any development, such as wind and solar farms, within Harding County.  As it stands right now, the County does not have the ability to regulate the use of the roads for these purposes.   There were several concerns expressed by those in attendance that felt the wording needed to be clearer that it was not directed at the AG community and normal daily oil field traffic, but towards commercial haulers that have excessive loads and multiple loads per day.  
Adjustments will be made to the wording in both the Policy and the Haul Road Agreement and
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 be reconsidered at the September 2, 2024 meeting at 1:30.   Copies of the changes will be made available to the public prior to the September meeting. 

ORDINANCE


The second reading of the Ordinance To Regulate Vehicle Traffic on County Roads was scheduled for 10:30.   Due to the concerns expressed at the public hearing, it was decided by the Board to stop the progress of adopting the Ordinance until the wording on the Haul Road Use Agreement and Policy were agreed upon and then incorporated into the Ordinance.   A new Ordinance will be considered at a later date.

REPORT APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of July 31, 2024 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in bank…………………………………….   
  141,504.79          Total amount of actual cash………………………………………….   
   1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer’s possession not exceeding

                              three days………………………………………………….       22,989.28

Total amount in C.D.’s…………….…………………………………..    500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account….…………………….. 7,139,110.39

Total outstanding checks………………………………………………
( 92,373.59)

                         Total…………………………….…………………    $7,713,060.87

Total includes monies due to the School, State agencies and any money held for other 

parties.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to enter into Executive Session with Sheriff Wyatt Sabo at 11:35 AM in accordance with SDCL 1-25-2 (1)  - personnel discussion.  Vice Chairman Helms declared the Board out of Executive Session at 11:45.  No action was taken by the Board as a result of the session.

AMBULANCE BILLS


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the listing of Ambulance bills to be written off in the amount of $264.92 due to assignments or Medicare/Insurance adjustments
OFFICE REPORTS


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Kathy Glines, Auditor; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney, Sydney Pedersen, Director of Equalization office and Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, reported on activities in their departments.


Laurie Elmore, 4-H advisor, reported that she is not going to be able to take exhibits to the State Fair this year and discussed possible alternatives for getting them to the Fair.  The Board advised her that they would be willing to do a stipend to another county if she could arrange it so they could take them.   Elmore also stated that she might have to make a day trip to deliver and then a day trip to retrieve the exhibits if necessary.  
COUNTY EQUIPMENT ON FIRES


Discussion was held on the use of the county highway equipment during a wildfire.  The County does not allow the use of the county blade for the construction of fire lines on a fire as the County will not accept responsibility for the reclamation of the area.  After discussion it was agreed that the county blade could be used to construct a fire line for structure protection only on an occupied homestead.   The Board directed Glines to draft a release form that the homeowner will need to sigh prior to the use of the county blade for structure protection.   The 
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Highway Superintendent will work under the direction of the Commissioners or the Emergency Manager in the event it is needed.  
CLAIMS

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims:

July Claim

Auditor's office
payroll
   7,580.92

Treasurer's office
payroll
7,580.92
State's Attorney office
payroll
  5,010.00
Director of Equalization office
payroll
6,160.46
Register of Deeds office
payroll
7,580.92
Veteran Service Office
payroll
687.50
Sheriff’s office
payroll
 12,586.66
Emergency Management
payroll
233.33
Airport Manager
payroll
625.00
Extension Office
payroll
1,174.75
Weed Department
payroll
5,364.52
Highway office
payroll
7,901.40
Highway Maintenance crew
payroll
42,270.06
Library
payroll
    698.38
AFLAC
group insurance
 763.75
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance                                58,137.07
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
July retirement
12,465.76
SDRS 
supplemental retirement
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
July SS & WH
24,111.21
AUGUST CLAIMS

Commissioners
payroll, mileage  

3,820.82
Nathan Williams
seasonal weed spraying
3,159.00
Kara Koan
seasonal weed spraying
2,448.00
Hannah Douglas 
seasonal Library
  520.80
Fern Giannonatti
temp help – Library
  33.60
Amazon
supplies
 510.42
AT & T Mobility
highway cell phone
  51.20
AT & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
106.26
Bound Tree
supplies
  49.65
Melissa Breding
expense
120.60

Brosz Engineering
testing
520.00

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
590.86
Buffalo Ranch Supply
supplies
 13.98
Butler Machinery Company
repair
2,229.23
Cenex Fleetcard
supplies
259.73
Community Bible Church
rental
1939.60

DMI Machinery
supplies
823.97

Laurie Elmore
supplies
27.20

Executive Management Finance
utilities
71.25

Floyd’s Truck Center
truck
143252.00

Ashton Giannonatti
expense
74.63

Grand Electric
county utilities
1,385.68    
Grand Electric
Community Action utilities
92.65
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H & L Super Valu
supplies
11.89
Helena
chemical
1,776.70
Hodges Badge Company
supplies
629.52

Johnson Controls Fire Protection
supplies
6291.61

Denise Kalisiak
weed board meeting
43.50

Kara Koan
cleaning contract
2,500.00

Sue Litzel
supplies
60.00

Monument Health
testing
181.00

Nation's Center News
publishing
106.58
Northern Truck Equipment
repair
1,471.83

Nutrien Ag Solutions, Inc.
chemical
3,802.30
Olson Fuels
supplies
11,809.42
Olson Propane
Clinic utilities
540.00

Pitney Bowes Reserve Acc’t
postage
420.59

Pomps Tire 
supplies
590.00
Prairie Auto Parts
repair 
 21.89
Prairie Plains Construction
bdlg progress payment
73,314.12

Quality Inn – Pierre
expense
321.00

Randy’s Welding
repair
365.98

Reds Fixit Shop
repair
925.00

Rinker
box culvert
36,551.30

SDACC
registration
1,400.00

SD Dept of Revenue
July collections
59,584.28
SD Dept of Revenue
sales tax
 4.04
SDVSOA
registration
50.00

Servall
supplies
933.80
Sirchie Acquisition Co.
supplies
171.75

Staples
supplies
124.75
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
supplies & repair
  357.58
Mary Tarter
weed board meeting
52.88

Lila Teigen
supplies
33.96

Venoy Tenold
weed board meeting
48.86

The Current Connection
IT support 
  457.90
Town of Buffalo
utilities
372.86
Warne Chemical & Equipment
supplies
21.87

West River Telephone
clinic utilities   
157.57
West River Telephone
CAT utilities  
35.98

Wolffy’s Garage
repair
25.00

TRUST AND AGENCY

Buffalo VFD
fire ins. tax refund
4,184.83
Camp Crook VFD
fire ins. tax refund
1,412.46
Castle Rock VFD
fire ins. tax refund
323.95  

Harding VFD
fire ins. tax refund
328.99
Lodgepole VFD
fire ins. tax refund
772.12 

Ludlow VFD
fire ins. tax refund
2,895.81
Prairie City VFD
fire ins tax refund
872.22
Ralph VFD
fire ins. tax refund
 1,954.80
Redig VFD
fire ins. tax refund
323.95
Reva/Sorum VFD
fire ins. tax refund
1,001.27
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to adjourn at 3:55 PM.
Signed:__________________________________________

            John W. Helms, Vice Chairman

ATTEST:________________________________________


Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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