COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

SEPTEMBER 3, 2024

A regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman William Clarkson on September 3, 2024 with members William Clarkson, John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were:  Jeremy Humbracht, Sue Litzel, Melissa Breding, Wyatt Sabo, Lila Teigen, Amber Jensen (Virtual), Charlie Baker and Misty Koan. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of August 6, 2024 as presented. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Board had a virtual meeting with Amber Jensen, Department of Revenue, regarding the vacancy in the Director of Equalization office.  Both staff members, Ashton Giannonatti and Sydney Pedersen have resigned effective August 31, 2024.  Jensen reviewed the deadlines that are approaching in the future and reviewed the certification process with the Board.
HIGHWAY

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on highway activities.  Discussion was held on the road signing project that is scheduled and that a compromise has been reached with the State about assigning road names to the various private driveways.   A map and more details will be presented at the September 24, 2024 meeting for the Board’s consideration. 
REPORTS APPROVED

The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of August 31, 
2024 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks…………………………..
             121,082.21

Total amount of actual cash…………………………………                         1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer’s possession not exceeding



three days……………………………………………
               32,510.93

Total amount in C.D.’s……………………………………….                    500,000.00

Total amount in Money Market Plus account………………..
          7,056,782.19
Outstanding Checks………………………………………….
           ( 86,936.11)




Total………………………………………..                $7,625,269.22

Total includes monies due to the School, State agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

LEMPG


The Auditor presented information from SD Department of Public Safety offering a grant program that would financially support the county for the emergency management program (Local Emergency Management Performance Grant).   The Board decided to not participate in the grant program.
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SD COMMUNITY FOUNDATION



The Auditor reported that the County had been contacted by the SD Community Foundation requesting that the County act as a pass thru agent to the volunteer fire departments in the County.  The Jim and Janice Clarkson Family Fund has donated $10,000 to be distributed and are asking the Commissioners to determine the allocation amounts to each department.

Commissioner Charles Verhulst removed himself from the Board for the discussion and vote due to a conflict of interest.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to distribute the funds based on the number of fire trucks that the County licenses and provides insurance for.
DROUGHT DISASTER

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Clarkson-yes

RESOLUTION

DROUGHT DISASTER DECLARATION


WHEREAS, the vast majority of Harding County has failed to receive the adequate precipitation needed to sustain pasture lands and crops, and


WHEREAS, the drought conditions has had an enormous effect on the production capabilities of the agricultural industry which in turn severely effects the entire local economy, and


WHEREAS, the lack of consistent precipitation has resulted in the lack of rain water runoff and therefore are causing the livestock ponds, dams and natural water holes to dry up, and


WHEREAS, producers have been experiencing an influx of grasshoppers in all areas of the county, now



BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Harding County Commissioners declare that the current drought conditions has created a natural disaster within Harding County, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that farmers, ranchers and local businesses may be eligible for disaster aid grants and/or low interest Economic Injury Disaster loans from the Farm Service Agency and Small Business Administration Agency or any other disaster relief that might become available through State and Federal agencies.


Dated this 3rd day of September, 2024.

SURPLUS AUCTION

The Board conducted the Surplus Property Auction at 10:30 for the bridge that was removed on the Gilbert Hett Road.

PLAT


Glines presented a Plat that is a Replat of Lot 1 of the Roselle Carter First Addition located in the SW4SW4 of Section 27, Township 22, Range 6.  The Planning and Zoning Board has approved the Plat.


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-no; Helms-yes; Clarkson-yes.  Motion to adopt carried 4 to 1.

RESOLUTION
BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commission of Harding County, South Dakota, that the Replat of Lot 1R of the Roselle Carter First Addition to Harding County, South Dakota, as located in the SW4SW4 of Section 27, Township 22 North, Range 6 East, B.H.M., Harding County South Dakota, having been examined, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of South Dakota Compiled Law, Chapter 11-3, and any amendments thereof.
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HAUL ROAD POLICY/AGREEMENT


The Board reviewed the proposed Harding County Haul Road Policy and the Harding County Haul Road Agreement that has been updated since the previous meeting.  No one from the public was present to discuss the proposed documents. 


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst to adopt the following Haul Road Policy to be effective on September 3, 2024:

HARDING COUNTY HAUL ROAD POLICY

Harding County will require a Haul Road Agreement be used and approved by the Highway Superintendent and the Harding County Commission Board when there are (1) Loads that will exceed 150,000 pounds, (2) Commercial loads that are 10 truckloads or more per day (24 hr period) for more than 2 days, or (3) If there is a haul road agreement with a bordering county/state that could impact Harding County Roads.  Contractors working on a Harding County project will not need the agreement if the bid has the agreement written in.

 
Agriculture commodities, per FMCSA definition of non-processed food, feed, fiber or livestock will be exempt. Normal daily oil field traffic, i.e. water disposal, crude oil transport or roustabout work will also be exempt.  However drilling rigs, workover rigs or gravel/scoria hauling for the oil field will not be exempt. 

The permittee must contact the Harding County Highway Superintendent at least 30 days before projected start.  All agreements must be approved by the Highway Superintendent and the Harding County Commission prior to start. Harding County reserves the right to revoke the agreement if the permittee does not follow the routes given.
Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to adopt the Harding County Haul Road Agreement as presented to be effective on September 3, 2024.   A copy of the Agreement is available in the Highway Office or the Auditor’s office for public review.


The First Reading of the Ordinance to Regulate Vehicle Traffic on County Roads will be held on September 24, 2024 at 9:30 AM.

AIRPORT

Charlie Baker, KLJ Engineering, presented information to the Board about installing a wildlife fence around the airport due to continued complaints about antelope.  A total estimate for the installation of the fence, monitoring and supplemental costs is $1,680,000.  Baker advised the Board that the cost estimates are high and will need to be reviewed by the Board to see if there are items in the estimate that could be reduced or eliminated. The total cost to the County based on this estimate would be $57,610


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to direct Mr. Baker to start on the drafting agreement and FAA funding grants for the wildlife fence. 

PRIARIE DOG COMPLAINT


Misty Koan, Weed and Pest Supervisor, reported that official complaints have been filed with the State concerning prairie dog encroachment on private land.  The State has shifted the complaint back to the County for enforcement.   Certified letters have been sent to the landowners that the complaint has been filed on.   Koan will keep the Board updated on the enforcement to remove the prairie dogs.

OFFICE REPORTS

Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff, reported that Deputy Sheriff Isaac Cadet has resigned as of August 28, 2024.  Sabo is advertising for a Deputy.  


Lila Teigen, Librarian, visited with the Board about some concerns that she has with the new building space for the Library.  The Board advised her that once the building was completed that some of her concerns would be addressed. 
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Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds and Kathy Glines, Auditor, reported on activities in their respective offices. 

2025 BUDGET


The Board discussed the 2025 budget.  The Board will meet on September 24, 2024 to 
approve the final budget for 2025.
CLAIMS APPROVED

           Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the following claims:
August Claims

Auditor's office
payroll

6,840.93
Treasurer's office
payroll
6,840.92
States Attorney office
payroll
4,843.50
Director of Equalization office
payroll
4,855.43
Register of Deeds office
payroll
5,360.92
Veteran Service Office
payroll
687.50
Sheriff's office
payroll
11,846.66
Emergency Management
payroll
233.33
Airport Manager
payroll
625.00
Extension Office
payroll
1,184.00
Weed Control
payroll
4,905.13
Highway Administration
payroll
7,249.28
Highway Maintenance
payroll
33,459.50
Library
payroll
   1,017.50
AFLAC
group insurance
  751.54
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
55,534.29
Nationwide Retirement Solutions   
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
34.46
SD Retirement System
August retirement
10,585.68
SDRS Supplemental Retirement
supplemental retirement
100.00
Washington Nat’l Ins. Co.
group insurance
55.50
US Treasury
August WH & SS
20,792.14
September Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2,591.42
Sydney Pedersen
balance of payroll due
134.80

Isaac Cadet
Annual Leave due
781.92

Kara Koan
seasonal weed spraying
1,422.00
Nathan Williams
seasonal weed spraying
 1,386.00
Hannah Douglas
seasonal help – library
487.20

Fern Giannonatti
temporary help – library
 212.80
Amazon
supplies
250.36
Arrowwood Resort
expense
282.64

AT&T Mobility
Sheriff cell phone
106.26
AT&T Mobility
highway cell phone
51.20
Bound Tree Medical
supplies
807.51

Browns Small Engine Repair
repair
22.51
Buffalo Hardware
supplies
    1,284.10
Cenex FleetCard
supplies
 141.23
City of Mobridge
911 Surcharge
1,235.33

Club House Hotel
expense
122.76

ET Sports
repair
68.30

G & O Paper and Supplies
supplies
111.35

-142-

Ashton Giannonatti
expense
175.21

Glines Electric
repair
551.02

Jennie Glines
license fees
150.00

Kathy Glines
expense & supplies
1,040.20
Grand Electric
utilities – county
1,581.42
Grand Electric
utilities – CAT
96.24
Harding Co. School 
20% mineral severance
68,096.05
Harding County Treasurer
plates and license
26.70
Harding County Treasurer
plates and license
26.70

John Deere Financial
repair
5,883.26
Johnson Controls Fire Protection
repair
3,299.82
Kara Koan
courthouse custodial contract
2,500.00

Loiseau Construction, Inc.
road milling
280,364.74
Mitchell’s Crane
road construction
5,530.00

Monument Health
testing
181.00
Olson Fuels
supplies
15,726.87
Pioneer Bank & Trust
supplies
23.64

Pitney Bowes Reserve Account
postage
259.53

Prairie Plains Construction 
progress payment – Building
234,091.95

Reva Store
fuel
111.62
Runnings
supplies
75.12

Scott Peterson Motors
repair
422.11

SD Dept of Public Safety
teletype service
2,340.00

SD Dept of Revenue
August collections
48,476.07 
SD Dept of Revenue
August sales tax
    4.08
SDACO
M & P fees
62.00
Servall
supplies
709.67
Staples
supplies
522.76
The Current Connection
IT support
459.30
Town of Buffalo
utilities
700.26
Ryanna Turbiville
supplies
315.54

Tyler Technologies
VSO program
449.00

Warne Chemical & Equip.
supplies
156.00
Wolffy’s Garage
repair
27.04

West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities
946.80

West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities  
158.23 
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAP utilities  
  36.10
RECESS

        There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman declared the Board recessed at 3:55 PM until September 24, 2024 when they will meet to adopt the final budget for 2025 and to consider other business that may come before them.
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