COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

SEPTEMBER 24, 2024
     The Board of Harding County Commissioners re-convened in session at 9:00 AM on September 24, 2024 with Chairman William Clarkson calling the meeting to order.  Members John Helms, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst were present as well as Kathy Glines, Auditor. Member Hunter Kalisiak was absent. 
ATTENDANCE

    
 In attendance at the meeting during the day were Jeremy Humbracht, Dusty Ginsbach, Wyatt Sabo, Melissa Breding, Misty Koan, Harrison Duran, Kayla Ketelsen, Chuck Steffan, Annette Steffan, Layne McGuire, Jody McCoid.  
HIGHWAY


The Board reviewed a Resolution that would designate roads that are not maintained by the County as No Maintenance Roads.  The roads are listed on the SDDOT map as County Secondary Roads and due to that they will require road signs.  Changing the roads to No Maintenance will still leave the roads on the map but with a different designation.


Motion by Latham, Seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-absent; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Clarkson-yes.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, South Dakota Statute §31-1-47, §31-12-48, §31-12-49 and §31-12-50 authorizes a County Board, as a road authority, to designate County roads as no maintenance roads;

WHEREAS, The County Board determines that the following roads are roads not maintained by the County for vehicle travel;


WHEREAS, the County Board determined, after balancing various policy considerations, that designating the roads as no maintenance serves the public interest by apportioning no road maintenance funds except for removal or remediation of manmade obstructions:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Harding County, South Dakota does hereby designate the list of roads as indicated on the attached map, as no maintenance roads.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no maintenance signs shall be posted at the entry points to and at regular intervals, as determined by the Board, along the no maintenance roads;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the road authorities of adjoining jurisdictions shall be notified of this designation. 

Adopted this 24th day of September, 2024.


Due to the size of the map, it will not be published, but will be attached to the official minutes and be on file in the Auditor’s and the Highway Offices. 

CHANGE ORDER


The Board reviewed Change Order #2 for the Library/EMS building.  The Change order is for the installation of a door keypad lock system from the kitchen door to the ambulance bay in the amount of $550.31.


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve Change order #2 in the amount of $550.31 to Prairie Plains Construction. 

VOTING DELEGATE


Charles Verhulst was appointed as the voting delegate to represent Harding County at the Annual Meeting of West River Cooperative Telephone Company to be held on October 7, 2024.
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FOSSIL SALE


Glines presented an offer from In the Beginning Fossils, Inc. for a Triceratops known as “Oliver” that has been discovered and excavated by Monte Bader and Alan Komrosky.   The fossil was removed from County owned land under a lease agreement between the County and Bader/Komrosky.   


The purchase offer is for $500,000 for the “Oliver” specimen and $100,000 for supplementary bones for a total of $600,000.   Payments would be made at designated installments and would be non-refundable. In accordance with the lease agreement, the County would retain 20% of the sale price and remit 80% to Mr. Bader and Mr. Komrosky.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried by the members of the Board present to accept the offer from In the Beginning Fossils, Inc in the amount of $600,000 for the sale of “Oliver” and supplementary bones. 
VEHICLE TRAFFIC ORDINANCE


The Board conducted the first reading of an Ordinance to Regulate Vehicle Traffic on County Roads.  No one from the public was in attendance at the reading.  The Board will conduct the second reading on October 1, 2024 at 9:30 AM and consider the adoption of the ordinance at that time. 

FOSSIL EXPLORATION


Harrison Duran visited with the Board about the various fossils he has found on county land.  He has a lease agreement with the County to explore and excavate fossils on County land.  Mr. Harrison is ending his season and presented documents to the Board on locations where fossils have been discovered and removed.  He is planning on doing prep work on some of them over the winter months to prepare for sale and museum exhibits. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion by Helms, seconded by Verhulst and carried to go into Executive Session at 10:30 AM to conduct an interview for the Director of Equalization position.


Chairman Clarkson declared the Board out of Executive Session at 10:55 AM.

DIRECTOR OF EQUALIZATION


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms and carried to offer the Director of Equalization position to Kayla Ketelsen.

EQUIPMENT REQUEST


Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, asked permission to purchase an electric reel for the weed spraying pickup.  The cost would be $845 and grant funds would be used for the purchase.  The Board approved the request.

LIVESTOCK TRESPASS


Chuck Steffan, Annette Steffan, Layne McGuire, Jody McCoid and Sheriff Wyatt Sabo visited with the Board about livestock from a neighbor that have been in their pastures without permission.  The issue has been ongoing for several months and they have not been able to get cooperation from the livestock owner to keep them off of their property and mixing in with their cow herd.  Sabo explained, that in accordance with SDCL 40-28-11 that the Sheriff is to take possession of the animals and care for them if the livestock owner fails to control the trespassing animals.  Sabo has made arrangements with someone to corral, transport and care for the livestock if the issues isn’t resolved within the next couple of days.   The County will stand the immediate cost, which will be recovered from the livestock owner or from the sale of the livestock.
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CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Helms, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the following claims:

Active 911
911 licenses
723.18

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
3,336.40

Bowman Auto Parts
repair
260.96

Melissa Breding
expense
 175.79
ET Sports
supplies
9.99

Election Systems & Software
supplies
1,088.01

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities
71.25

G & O Paper and Supplies
supplies
227.55

Kathy Glines 
expense
570.85
Harding County EMT Assoc.
2024 budget allocation
4,400.00

HC Electric
repair
2,183.16

Johnson Control Fire Protection
monitoring
568.55

Monument Health
testing
562.00
Nations Center News
publishing
388.09
Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
2,068.30

Oberle’s Radiator Repair
repair
175.00

Olson Propane
utilities
1,080.00

Pitney Bowes
rental
142.53

Prairie Auto Parts
supplies & repair
64.97

Reva Store
fuel
164.50

Runnings
supplies
238.91

Wyatt Sabo
uniforms
64.99

SD Dept of Health
testing
140.00

SDACC
CLERP assessment
170.00

Sheraton Sioux Falls
expense
321.00
Sirchie Acquisitions
supplies
17.40

State 4-H Office
supplies
17.00

Steve Beylund Construction
road construction
18,297.50

US Postal Service
box rent
968.00

2025 BUDGET
       The Board reviewed the Provisional Budget for 2025

Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution and changes to the 2025 Provisional Budget:  Roll Call Vote:  Kalisiak-absent; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Helms-yes; Clarkson-yes.  Motion carried. 

Changes to the 2025 Provisional Budget as follows:

General Fund:


Increase 101-120 – Election from $4,500 to $5,250

Decrease 101-162 – Director of Equalization from $155,225 to $150,225

  
Increase 101-171 – Data Processing from $38,000 to $40,000


Decrease 101-211 – Sheriff from $357,950 to $303,950


Increase 101-331 – Airport from $26,475 to $56,475


Increase 101-424 – Ambulance from $42,700 to $46,700


Decrease 101-615 – Weed and Pest from $136,825 to $133,825


Decrease Cash Applied from $520,663 to $494,084


Decrease Total Appropriations and Net Means of Finance from $2,675,740 to $2,665,490


Decrease Subtotal from $2,816,568 to $2,805,779


Decrease Less 5% from $140,828 to $140,289
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Increase 214-316 – Mineral Severance from $450,000 to $700,000


Increase 214 Cash applied from ($750,000) to ($500,000)


Increase 207-225 – 911from $21,000 to $22,000


Increase 207 Cash applied from $500 to $1500
RESOLUTION

ADOPTION OF ANNUAL BUDGET FOR

HARDING COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

WHEREAS, (7-21-5 thru 13) SDCL provides that the Board of County Commissioners shall each year prepare a Provisional Budget of all contemplated expenditures and revenues of the County and all its institutions and agencies for such fiscal year and,

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners did prepare a Provisional Budget and cause same to be published by law, and 

WHEREAS, due and legal notice has been given to the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners for the consideration of such Provisional Budget and all changes, elimination's and additions have been made thereto. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That such provisional budget as amended and all its purposes, schedules, appropriations, amounts estimates and all matters therein set forth, SHALL BE APPROVED AND ADOPTED AS THE ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE APPROPRIATION AND EXPENDITURES FOR Harding County, South Dakota and all its institutions and agencies for calendar year beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2025 and the same is hereby approved and adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Harding County, South Dakota, this 24th day of September, 2024.  
The Annual Budget so adopted is available for public inspection during normal business hours at the 
office of the county auditor, Harding County, South Dakota.  The accompanying taxes are levied by Harding County for the year January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025.

COUNTY TAX LEVIES                   Tax Levy in                       $'s/1000

 
 Dollars        

*General County Purposes                 $1,688,350                       
4.234
        (10-12-9)

Fire Protection (34-31-3)                   $      5,000       
     .013
TOTAL TAXES

  LEVIED BY COUNTY                   $1,693,350
4.247
*These Amounts include the 25% to be distributed to cities.

As of September 24, 2024 these levies are not approved by the Department of Revenue.

ADJOURNMENT

     There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Clarkson declared the Board recessed at 4:10.  The Board will meet again on September 27, 2024 at 9:00 AM when they will conduct a final walk thru of the new Library/EMS building. 
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