Harding County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings

June 3, 2025

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman John Helms on June 3, 2025 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well has County Auditor Kathy Glines.  None absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the minutes of May 6, 2025 as presented.
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Wyatt Sabo, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Boyd Abelseth, Dave Smith, Matt and Carmen Gilbert, Jennifer Sietsema, Misty Koan, Kayla Kettelsen, and Laurie Elmore. 
HIGHWAY REPORT


Boyd Abelseth met with the Board to discuss the condition of the Abelseth Road.  Several areas of the road are in need of gravel, although he agreed that it has been well maintained the past couple of years.  


Matt and Carmen Gilbert visited with the Board about the US Forest Service Road #111 (Box Springs Road).  Discussion was held on the status of the road with it being the USFS responsibility for maintenance and what could be done to get them to do maintenance on it. 

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on highway activities.  They haven gotten over most of the county roads since the recent rain.  Humbracht reviewed the various roads that need graveled or spot graveled.  
COUNTY LAND FENCE


Dave Smith visited with the Board about allowing him to move a fence that is located on County land that he leases.  He would like to move the fence line to go around rough terrain rather than try to fence across it, which would be approximately 5 acres that would then be fenced into an abutting landowner rather than his property.  


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to allow the movement of the fence on County Owned land located in E3SW4, SE4 of Section 17, Township 19, Range 3 with the understanding that Mr. Smith will be responsible for paying 100% of the lease in the future (Lease will not be broken up to be billed to adjoining property owner) and that he is also responsible for the cost of any dirt work and building the fence.
FSA

Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried (with Kalisiak abstaining) to approve FSA From-179 – Transfer of Farm records for County Land leased by Hunter Kalisiak. 
BLACK HILLS COUNCIL


Jennifer Sietsema, Executive Director of the Black Hills Council of Local Governments (BHC), presented the 2024 Performance Report.  There are 21 members, which includes west river counties and municipalities.  The BHC provides its members with a variety of services which include grant writing, planning and project administration.  There were not any projects for Harding County in 2024, but the total assistance that has been obtained by Harding County from 2000 to 2024 amounts to $2,311,798.  Total Dues paid by the County to the BHC for the 

same period time is $24,994, which results in a $93 to $1 return on investment.   Discussion was
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held on various projects that the County is considering for the future, which included finding funding to repair the Fair Building and updating the Comprehensive Plan. 

REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of May 31, 2025 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in bank
        425,028.24

Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00


Total amount of checks in treasurer's possession not exceeding 3 days
 25,264.77

Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
6,458,749.40

Total Outstanding Checks
(87,716.78)


                            Total
$7,323,155.63     

(Total includes monies due to school, towns and amounts held for others)

EMPLOYEES

The Board acknowledged hiring of Robin Humbracht as seasonal weed sprayer at the rate of $18.00 per hour and the hiring of Rod Bickerdyke as of June 9, 2025 as full time highway maintenance worker at the starting wage of $20.50 per hour. 
AIRPORT



The Board reviewed the assessment that was completed at the airport to identify wildlife hazards on and around the airport.  


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the Adoption of Wildlife Hazard Site Visit Recommendations as presented by Loomacres Wildlife Management.

PLAT


A Plat for Lot 1 of Lytle Ranch and the Dedicated Public Access located in the SE4SE4SE4 of Section 21 and NE4NE4NE4 of Section 28, Township 17, Range 8 was presented to the Board for consideration.  


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Clarkson-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes; Helms-yes.  

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners Harding County, South Dakota, that the Plat of Lot 1 of Lytle Ranch, as located in the NE4NE4SE4 of Section 28, Township 17 North, Range 8 East of the B.H.M., Harding County, South Dakota, having been examined, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of South Dakota Compiled Law, Chapter 11-3, and any amendments thereof.

OFFICE REPORTS


Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds; Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor; Laurie Elmore, 4-H Educator; Kayla Kettelsen, Director of Equalization and Kathy Glines, Auditor, reported on activities in their respective offices.  

SURPLUS PROPERTY


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to declare the 2000 Aluminum Bookmobile Trailer, 1996 770BH John Deere Motor Grader and 2006 John Deere Rotary mower with 15’ offset Tiger hitch as surplus property and to direct the Highway Superintendent to list the property on Big Iron for sale.


The 1997 Ford F250 pickup that was used to pull the bookmobile will be retained and used by the Director of Equalization’s office for property visits. 
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CLAIMS APPROVED



Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham carried to approve the following claims:
May Payroll

Auditor's office
7954.16
Treasurer's office
7954.16
States Attorney's office
5344.08
Director of Equalization's office
7622.00
Register of Deed's office
7954.16
Veteran Service Office
687.50
Sheriff's office
    12793.34
Emergency Management
233.33
Airport Manager
625.00
Extension
1248.00
Weed Control
6004.87
Highway office
8241.08
Highway Maintenance crew
36890.79
Library

  1667.25
AFLAC
group insurance
1141.03            
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
50877.77
Messerli & Kramer PA
garnishment
1084.63

Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
 38.16
SD Retirement System
May retirement
12293.44
SDRS Supplemental Ret. Plan
May retirement
100.00
Washington Nat’l Ins.
Group insurance
55.50

US Treasury
May SS & WH
 24788.72
June claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
3130.04
Isabella Sammons
seasonal DOE
94.08

Robin Humbracht
seasonal weed spraying
 279.00
Hannah Douglas
temp help – library
253.00
Holly Moseley
temp help – library
 92.00
212/79 Service Center
fuel
130.58

A & I Distributors
supplies
365.90

Advanced Drug Testing
preemployment testing
31.20
Amazon Capital Services
books & supplies
804.89
AT&T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
106.34
AT&T Mobility
highway cell phone
51.25
Auto Value Belle Fourche
supplies & repair
498.94

Melissa Breding
expense
331.22

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
524.85
Butler Machinery Co.
supplies
37.18

Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
 648.62
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
2057.05
Dakota Fluid Power
repair
838.83

DANR

license
35.00

DMC Wear Parts LLC
supplies
659.00

ESRI

Arc GIS
700.00

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities
57.25

Floyds Truck Center
repair
464.00

G & O Paper and Supplies
supplies
 29.70
Kathy Glines
expense
75.04
Grand Electric
utilities
996.49
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Grimms Pump & Industrial Supply
supplies
313.24

Helena

supplies
2240.60
Hett Plumbing
repair
159.02

John Deere Financial
repair
155.85

John Johnson
planning & zoning
47.52

Kara Koan
cleaning contract
3000.00

Lawson Products
supplies
249.62

Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
 95.00
Monument Health
testing
30.00
Nutrien Ag Solutions
supplies
4382.10
Olson Fuels
supplies
11963.79
Olson Propane
utilities
2151.77

Pennington County Jail
prisoner transport
243.60
Jim Pickett
expense
160.80

Pitney Bowes Reserve Acct
postage
383.50
Pomp’s Tire
supplies
 800.48
Prairie Auto Parts
repair                   
    62.97
PushPin
mapping
1771.00

Ramkota – Pierre
expense
544.00

Runnings
repair
111.28
SD Dept of Revenue
May collections
62666.72
SD Dept of Revenue
May sales tax
49.07
SDACC
CLERP assessment
1136.00

SDACO
M & P funds
86.00
Servall

supplies
772.58
Simon

road oil
2332.50

Team Laboratory
supplies
 74250.00
The Current Connection
IT fees 
515.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities
731.15
Steve Verhulst
planning & zoning
66.28

Wareing Belle Fourche
repair
1080.65

Warne Chemical
supplies
650.36
West River Coop. Telephone
county utilities
905.64 
West River Coop. Telephone
health clinic utilities
159.10
West River Coop. Telephone
CAT utilities
36.26
RECESS

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Helms declared the Board recessed at 3:45 PM.  They will meet again on June 17 at 9:00 AM to work on the 2026 budget and any other business that may come before them.
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