
AURORA COUNTY COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS 
 

June 19, 2025  
 

 The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Clyde Dethlefsen, with Travis Clark, John Paul 

Studeny, Randy Niles and Roger Hanten present.                                                                                             

 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 Public Input: At the last meeting an inquiry was made about purchasing a small triangle piece of property the 

county owns located in the NE ¼ 30-105-65 where a road separates the triangle from the rest of the quarter and the 

Commission agreed not to sell it.  Commissioner Hanten asked if the County would be liable if someone went onto the 

property and got hurt for some reason.  It was noted it would be the county’s liability.  Hanten said since the liability 

would fall on the County, he suggested putting a “no trespassing” sign on the property to cover the County.  The 

Commission agreed and will discuss this later with the highway superintendent.                 

 A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to approve the agenda.  Motion carried all voting aye. 

 A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to approve the minutes of the June 5th meeting.  Motion 

carried all voting aye. 

 Discussion was held on whether to implement a burn ban at this time.  It was the consensus of the Board to 

hold off due to the recent moisture that parts of the county received this week and with the rain forecasted for next 

week.   The Commission will address it again at the meeting on July 3rd.   

 Highway Superintendent Doug Vissia and Secretary Nancy Beckman were present for the highway report. 

Highway Superintendent Vissia informed the Commission that he ordered a new RAM pickup off the State bid 

a couple of months ago and received notice that RAM will not be making it now.  He has contacted Chevy and was not 

able to get one ordered from them either.  Vissia said he called Ford but is waiting for them to return his call.  It was 

noted it would be better to purchase the pickup in 2025 rather that push it off to 2026 due to the number of things the 

highway department is budgeting for in 2026.  The Commission told Doug to see what he could find and report back.  

Jamie VanZee from Brosz Engineering presented a request for a design exception for Project #BRF 

6246(00)25-1 PCN 09XG for the replacement of structure #02-029-270 (Ries Bridge).  The purpose of this design 



exception is to state that the water elevation at the design flood event will be at the roadway shoulder rather than the 

current standard at the subgrade shoulder.  A motion as made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to authorize the 

Chairman to sign the design exception on structure #02-029-270 (Reis Bridge).  Motion carried all voting aye.  

The Commission directed the highway department put up “no trespassing” signs on the county property in the 

NE ¼ 30-105-65  for liability purposes.   

Property owner Wayne Haines informed the Commission he is working on a potential wetland mitigation 

project located on his property in 2-104-66.  This program is exclusively created for farm exchanges through Farm 

Bureau.  They have assessed the site using LiDAR to establish the elevations of the proposed wetland.  Haines said the 

wetland cannot be more than 4 ft. deep and appropriate vegetation will need to be seeded in the 27.5 acres.  He noted 

the reason he is meeting with the Commission is to make the County aware of what he is trying to accomplish and that 

it would not affect the County at all.  The dirt work will commence in the fall of 2026 which includes a 2,000 ft bank 

that is 4 ft tall and a spillway will be put in by the bridge.  Riprap will be put on the bank to help protect the soil.  

Haines also noted that the bank would not obstruct any visibility.  The key part of the design is to ensure upstream 

properties are not negatively impacted by the wetland restoration.  The purpose of the wetland is to enhance wildlife in 

the area and water filtration, said Haines.  Mr. Haines asked the Commission to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

so the County acknowledges its agreement with the proposed restoration and authorizes Haines to proceed with the 

project.  Once the County approves the MOU, it will have to be approved by the NRCS, GF&P, and Corps of 

Engineers before any dirt work is done.  Once approved by all the agencies, the Farm Bureau will accept responsibility 

if anything should happen.  Commissioner Dethlefsen asked about water potentially backing up on the road.  Haines 

said the 40 ft spillway will correspond with the existing box culvert width downstream.  The maximum spillway 

elevation, without impacting the upstream culvert, will be approximately 1.6 ft. below the upstream property to the 

north.  Haines said the modeling indicates there will be no negative impacts to the upstream property or culverts for the 

25-year flood event. Commissioner Clark said he could see it affecting the road a little bit if water is being banked, but 

if the Farm Bureau is willing take care of any issues if something happens, he is ok with it.  Commissioner Studeny 

said he felt comfortable approving it since it will have to be approved by several different agencies before any work 

can be done and that the spillway is 1.6 ft lower than the existing culvert.  A motion was made by Studeny, seconded 



by Niles to have the Chairman to sign the Memorandum of Understanding authorizing Mr. Haines to proceed with the 

project.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

Brian Loken, Development Director from LifeQuest, provided the Commission with information about the 

services they provide for people with developmental disabilities for Aurora County and 9 other counties in our area.  

Loken thanked the Commission for the support that Aurora County has given them in the past and hoped that we 

would continue our support of $2,500 in 2026.  The Commission thank Brian for taking the time to meet with the 

Board.  

Jackie Horton from the First Circuit Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program noted that CASA is 

the only program of its kind who serve as the voice for abused and neglected children in the court system and thanked 

the Commission for their support.  Horton asked the Commission to continue their support of $2,500 in 2026 to ensure 

that every child who has experienced abuse or neglect has a dedicated advocate speaking for their best interest.  The 

Commission thanked Horton for her time.   

A hearing was held for a special/temporary on-sale alcoholic beverage license for Stickney Community 

Foundation for the date of June 28, 2025 at the location of NE ¼ SE ¼ 36-102-64 (Town of Stickney Park).  A motion 

was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to approve the special/temporary license for Stickney Community Foundation 

for the date of June 28, 2025.  Motion carried all voting aye.    

4-H Program Assistant Brandi Shroyer and Joe Larsen met with the Board to go over the quote for acoustic 

tiles at the Community/4-H Building.  Larsen said he focused his proposed plan on the east end of the building with 

acoustical panels hung from the ceiling rather than on the walls.  He is proposing 2x4 and 2x8 panels to be hung 6 

inches apart and drop down from the ceiling.  A quote of $8,305.98 was given to the Commission for materials only 

for the east half of the building.  It was noted that since there is $6,500 that has not been spent in the 2025 budget for 

improvements, we could do a portion of  the project this year and budget something for 2026 and finish the rest next 

year.  Commissioner Clark suggested not putting all the tiles up now and see if we can get by with omitting some rows 

and hopefully it will improve the sound and do the west part next year.  If we need to install more tiles to improve the 

sound on the east side, then we have the option of doing that instead doing the west part, said Clark.  Mr. Larsen said 

he will submit an updated quote so it can be done in phases.   



The Commission reviewed the proposed 2026 extension and ag building budget with 4-H Program Assistant 

Brandi Shroyer.   

Treasurer Andrea Pryor reviewed her 2026 budget request with the Commission.  

States Attorney Rachel Mairose gave a report on the Victims Services Program and the help they have given 

the County through their program.  Also present was Intern Spencer Davis.  The Commission thanked Mairose for the 

information about the program and discussed her 2026 budget request with her.  

A motion was made by Hanten, seconded by Studeny to enter into executive session as per SDCL 1-25-2(1) 

for personnel at 11:48 AM.  Motion carried all voting aye.  The Chairman declared the Board out of executive session 

at 11:51 AM with no action taken.   

 A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to file reports and pay bills as listed below.  Motion carried 

all voting aye.   

 Reports: Predatory Animal $1,814.26; Wheel Tax Paid: Cities $1,069.03, Townships $342.84.    

CLAIMS: 

COMMISSIONERS                            

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                48.73 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                    48.73 * 

 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM                          

DAVA WERMERS                   CAA                                 920.00 

THERESA MAULE ROSSOW           CAA                                 714.00 

AVERA QUEEN OF PEACE HEALTH    BA (1)                              137.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  1771.00 * 

 

AUDITOR                                  

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     64.23 

POSTMASTER                     POSTAGE                             438.00 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE               35.78 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   538.01 * 

 

TREASURER                                

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE, FAXES & INTERNET              81.54 

RAMKOTA HOTEL                  MOTEL ROOM FOR SPRING WORKSHOP      117.00 

STAPLES                        KLEENEX & TAPE                       29.94 

STAPLES                        TONER                                56.59 

STAPLES                        KLEENEX & TAPE                       29.95 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE                0.09 



                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   315.11 * 

 

STATE'S ATTORNEY                         

MAIROSE AND STEELE             REIMB POSTAGE                         8.52 

MAIROSE AND STEELE             FLASH DRIVES                         10.00 

MAIROSE AND STEELE             APRIL, MAY & JUNE OVERHEAD         1300.00 

MAIROSE AND STEELE             LAW BOOKS                           821.18 

THOMSON * WEST                 CRIMINAL/MV LAW BOOK                501.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  2640.70 * 

 

COURTHOUSE                               

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                43.62 

MENARDS - MITCHELL             FLOWERS & EDGING FOR COURTHOUS      251.12 

OLSON'S PEST TECHNICIANS       PEST CONTROL                         90.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   384.74 * 

 

DIR. OF EQUALIZATION                     

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     79.11 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                    79.11 * 

 

REGISTER OF DEEDS                        

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     67.33 

POSTMASTER                     POSTAGE                             219.00 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE               45.54 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   331.87 * 

 

VA OFFICE                                

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     61.81 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE                0.43 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                    62.24 * 

 

SHERIFF                                  

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                    100.91 

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                52.57 

POSTMASTER                     POSTAGE                             146.00 

VERIZON                        MAY - VERIZON FLEET                  63.80 

VERIZON BUSINESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                    373.69 

VERIZON BUSINESS               SHERIFF PHONE & CASE                467.46 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  1204.43 * 

 

JAIL                                     

DAVISON COUNTY SHERIFF         JAIL HOUSING - MAY                 2625.00 

LEWIS FAMILY DRUG LLC          INMATE MEDS                          35.98 

MINNEHAHA COUNTY REGIONAL      MAY JAIL HOUSING                    995.60 

PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL         PRISONER TRANSPORT (1)               40.15 

ROMAN BRIGGS                   CLOTHING ALLOWANCE                  250.00 

                                                               ---------- 



                                                                  3946.73 * 

 

AG BUILDING                              

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                    105.07 

OLSON'S PEST TECHNICIANS       PEST CONTROL                         70.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   175.07 * 

 

COUNTY EXTENSION                         

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     63.78 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                    63.78 * 

 

WEED                                     

AVERA OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE    RANDOM DRUG & ALCOHOL TEST          100.00 

C & R SUPPLY                   HYDRAULIC PUMP FOR WEED TRUCK       725.00 

CENTRAL ELECTRIC COOP, INC     LANDFILL ELECTRICITY                 65.00 

GOLDEN WEST                    INTERNET                              4.94 

HELENA                         WEED CHEMICAL                      4609.50 

ROBERT T HENNRICH              EQUIPMENT FOR NEW PICKUP            560.80 

OVERWEG AUTO                   TRAILER PLUG & FIX FUEL LINE        480.92 

OVERWEG AUTO                   WINDSHIELD FOR UTV                 1464.21 

ROADSIDE C - STORE             FUEL FOR WEED TRUCK & UTV           170.95 

RUNNINGS                       SPRAYER PARTS                        95.10 

RUNNINGS                       WATER TRAILER PUMP                  399.99 

SKYLER KEHN                    CELL PHONE STIPEND                   20.00 

TITAN MACHINERY                SPRAYER PARTS                       119.19 

VERIZON                        MAY - VERIZON FLEET                  15.95 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE                2.30 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  8833.85 * 

 

R&B CONSTRUCTION                         

AVERA OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE    RANDOM DRUG & ALCOHOL TEST          100.00 

BROOKS OIL COMPANY             INSTALL NEW REGULATOR - STK TA      275.00 

BROSZ ENGINEERING INC          BRIDGE REPLACEMENT - BRIDGES       9377.50 

DOUG VISSIA                    CELL PHONE STIPHEND                  50.00 

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                    117.33 

OVERWEG AUTO                   FUEL FILTERS                        116.56 

STICKNEY REPAIR & SERVICE      OIL                                2070.00 

VERIZON                        MAY - VERIZON FLEET                  65.88 

VERIZON BUSINESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                     62.75 

VESTIS                         SERVICES - RAGS & MATS               12.18 

VOLLAN OIL                     FUEL                               6987.34 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE                0.60 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                 19235.14 * 

 

EM&D                                     

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     55.71 

ROBERT T HENNRICH              EQUIPMENT FOR NEW PICKUP            841.20 

SKYLER KEHN                    CELL PHONE STIPEND                   30.00 

TWO WAY SOLUTIONS INC          RADIO PROGRAMMING                   475.00 

VERIZON BUSINESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                    102.76 



WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   REPAIR OF COPY MACHINE                0.26 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  1504.93 * 

 

CLEARING                                 

 

                                                 Total Checks:   41,135.44 * 

 

Meeting adjourned subject to call.         
      

 
__________________________________ 

        Clyde Dethlefsen, Chairman 
        Aurora County Commission  
 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
 Susan Urban, Auditor    

 
 
 
Published once at the total approximate cost __________. 


