County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings

July 1, 2025

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman John Helms on July 1, 2025 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as Kathy Glines, Auditor. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of June 3 and 17, 2025 as presented. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Wyatt Sabo, Sue Litzel, Kayla Ketelsen, Colton Cullum, Trent Arlint, Cheryl Turbiville, Charlie Baker, Julia Davis, Cheyenne Hanson and Melissa Breding. 
HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on projects that his department is working on as far as graveling, mowing and blading.  Humbracht asked permission for his office secretary to attend a bookkeeping workshop in Pierre in August, which will require an overnight stay.   Permission was granted.


Discussion was held on the amount of spot graveling that is needed on several of the county maintained roads.   The county currently has one belly dump and two back dump trucks to use for the spot graveling rather than paying an outside contractor.  After discussion, a motion was made by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to authorize Humbracht to purchase a semi truck and gravel trailer but not to exceed $60,000 for the two items.

HAYING LEASE


Glines advised the Board that Rick and Kandi Hand are interested in the haying lease for the airport and golf course property at the rate of $150 per year for a five year lease.


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve a five year hay lease agreement with Rick and Kandi Hand for the airport and golf course property at the rate of $150.00 per year. 

RAFFLE 


The Board acknowledged notification of a raffle to be conducted by the American Legion Auxiliary with the drawing to be held on November 23, 2025.

FOSSIL PAYMENT


Glines reported that the final payment in the amount of $350,000 has been received from In the Beginning Fossils, Inc. for the purchase of the Triceratops “Oliver”.   The County will retain 20% of the payment with the remaining 80% being paid to Monte Bader and Alan Komrosky for the discover, excavation and preparing of the fossil.  

SURPLUS PROPERTY


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to declare a Kyocera ECOSYS P6235cdn printer that is located in the Extension Office as surplus property for disposal purposes. 
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GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUEL


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept the proposal for gasoline and diesel fuel for purchases made July 1 through December 31, 2025.

Olson Fuels:


Gasoline - $ .10 off per gallon


Clear Diesel - $ .05 off per gallon


Tank Wagon - $ .05 off per gallon

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Trent Arlint and Colton Cullum, representing COAXIS Energy Company, were present to answer questions concerning their application for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a Liquification Natural Gas Facility.  Glines reported that the Planning and Zoning Board has reviewed the application and held a hearing.  The Planning and Zoning Board approved the CUP and has recommended that the Commissioners also approve it.


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve Conditional Use Permit #2025-01 to COAXIS Energy Company for a Liquification Natural Gas Facility located in the NE4 of Section 31, Township 18, Range 5. 

MINERAL LEASE


Mr. Arlint and Mr. Cullum requested that the Board consider a mineral lease to COAXIS for county owned mineral located in the S2SW4 of Section 35, Township 18, Range 4, consisting of 80 acres.  They are offering $15.00 per acre for the first year bonus, 15% royalty and an annual rental of $1.00 per acre.  All of what is offered is in accordance with the County Oil and Gas Lease Policy. 


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to accept the offer for the mineral lease as presented.  The Board asked Glines to prepare the lease agreement and to work with COAXIS to complete the necessary paperwork for the lease.  
AIRPORT

Glines reported that the SDDOT has requested the County agree to another Transfer of Entitlements.  The County approved a transfer in the amount of $150,000 at their April 1, 2025 meeting.  Since that time the need for the funds have been split between two airports.  $74,000 has been transferred to the Springfield Airport, and the new Transfer would be to send $76,000 to the Sturgis Airport.   Because the funding has been split, an additional Transfer needs to be completed for the Sturgis Airport.  

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the Transfer of Entitlement funds and to authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary documents for the transfer. 


Charlie Baker, KLJ Engineering, was present to discuss the wildlife fence project at the airport.  Due to several budget and staffing issues with the FAA, the project has been split into two different project years.  This is resulting in the need for the county to have two different Project Agreements with KLJ.  One would be for the Assistance with the Land Acquisition and the other would be for the Wildlife Fence Design. 


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve both Agreements with KLJ as presented.

POSTAGE METER


Melissa Breding, Treasurer, visited with the Board about the lease on the postage meter that is up for renewal.  Breding would like to upgrade the lease from a quarterly payment of $179.46 to $210.84.   By using the postage meter the County saves $.04 per letter 
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on postage.   The current lease is for a reduced rate on just letters.   The upgraded lease would include all mail, including the oversized envelops.   Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to go with the upgraded lease in the amount of $210.84 per quarter. 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGREEMENT

Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve Exhibit A of the Cooperative Law Enforcement #23-LE-11015600-019 between Harding County and USDA Custer Gallatin National Forest. 
2026 BUDGET


The Board reviewed the 2026 budget requests.  The Provisional Budget for 2026 will 
be considered and adopted by the Board on July 22, 2025. 
REPORT APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of June 30, 2025 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks
 254,661.33

Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer's possession no exceeding 3 days
 30,190.39

Total amount in C.D.'s 
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
7,449,277.90

Total of Outstanding Checks
(83,693.40)


                    Total
$8,152,266.22
     (Total includes monies due to school, towns, and amounts held for others)
OFFICE REPORTS


As the various offices came before the Board with office reports, the Board visited with each of them about changing the email domain for all the county offices and staff to a .gov rather than the sdplains and other various domains that are being used.  This would make a more secure email and make the emails identifiable to the recipient that it is from a government agency.  The offices were in favor of the change and work will continue to do the change over, which will take a couple of months.   The Board will keep the offices advised of the progress.    


Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization office; Kathy Glines, Auditor: Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff and Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds reported on activities in their respective offices.  
CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims: 
June Payroll

Auditor's office

7174.16
Treasurer's office

7174.16
States Attorney's office

5100.33
Director of Equalization office

5978.72
Register of Deeds office

7174.16
Veteran Service Office

687.50
Sheriff's office

 12013.34
Emergency Management

233.33
Airport Manager

625.00
Extension 4-H office

 1257.75
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Weed Control

3588.81
Highway office

7599.53
Highway maintenance crew

32135.01
Library


  914.94
AFLAC
group insurance
 1141.03
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
53142.81
Messerli & Kramer PA
garnishment
252.75

Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 38.16
SD Retirement System
June retirement
10784.20
SDRS 

June supplemental Ret.
100.00
Washington National Inc.
group insurance
55.50

US Treasury
June SS & WH
20637.25
July Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
3256.14
Isabella Sammons
seasonal Dir of Equalization
294.96

Kara Koan
seasonal weed sprayer
225.00
Robin  Humbracht
seasonal weed sprayer
 657.00
Hannah Douglas
temp library
 218.50
Holly Moseley
temp library
  126.50
Advanced Drug Testing
testing
  62.40
Amazon
supplies
2420.99
AT & T Mobility
highway cell phone
51.25
AT & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
106.34
Auto Value Belle Fourche
supplies
18.79

Monte Bader
½ of 80% fossil payment
140000.00

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
  471.52
Melissa Breding
supplies
82.83

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
 229.03
Butler Machinery
supplies
763.43

Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
520.52
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1974.31
DANR- Fiscal Office
fees
800.00

DC Inc.

gravel hauling
100028.45

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities 
57.25
Fireside Office Solutions
supplies
189.73
G & O Paper and Supply
supplies
548.15
Grossenburg Implement
repair
74.66

Grand Electric
CAT utilities
 66.05
Grand Electric
county utilities
   1086.93
Harding County School
20% Mineral Severance funds
55539.82

Harding County Treasurer
title and registration
26.70

Johnson Control
fire alarm monitoring
568.55

John Johnson
planning & zoning mgt
47.52

Kara Koan
custodial contract
3000.00
Alan Komrosky
½ of 80% fossil payment
140000.00

Darwin Latham 
sales tax refund
14.70

Matheson TriGas
supplies
157.38

McLeods
supplies
501.47

Monument Health
testing 
 60.00
Nation’s Center News
publishing
147.19
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Northwest Tire
repair
476.62

Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
2336.00

Olson Fuel
supplies
11939.16
Olson Propane
utilities
2261.53
Overhead Door of Rapid City
repair
727.70

Pitney Bowes
postage
431.67
Pitney Bowes
supplies
91.29
Pomp’s Tire
supplies
925.84

SD State Treasurer
June sales tax
 46.84
SD State Treasurer
excise tax
7.00
SD State Treasurer
June collections
61784.69
SDACC
registration
50.00
Servall

supplies
717.22
Steve Beylund Construction
surface milling
64922.50

The Current Connection
IT support
520.00
Thomson Reuters-West
supplies
 397.49
Town of Buffalo
utilities
     724.83
Tyler Technologies
Incode 9 contract
27948.69
Wolffy’s Garage
repair
225.08
West River Coop Telephone
clinic utilities
158.86
West River Coop Telephone
CAT utilities
36.22
RECESS


There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Helms declared them recessed at 2:45 PM until they meet again at 9:00 AM on July 22, 2025.  The Board will meet to adopt the 2026 Provisional Budget and conduct any other business that may come before the Board. 
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