COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

SEPTEMBER 2, 2025

A regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman John Helms on September 2, 2025 with members William Clarkson, John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were:  Jeremy Humbracht, Sue Litzel, Melissa Breding, Wyatt Sabo, Elizabeth Henderson, Nel Giannonatti, Jesse Glines, Matt Gilbert, Dusty Ginsbach, Kayla Ketelsen, Matt DeBow. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the minutes of August 5, 2025 as presented. 
MINERAL SEVERANCE FUNDING

Elizabeth Henderson, Nel Giannonatti, Jesse Glines and Matt Gilbert were present regarding an item on the agenda “Mineral Severance Funding to School”.   There was concern from the group as to what the County’s intent was with the funding to the School district.   The Auditor had compiled a history of the severance funding from the day the initial legislation was passed to allocate funding to the counties and thru the different discussions and agreements that had been had with the School.  The Commissioners had planned to meet with the School Board in August but were asked to wait until the School’s September meeting.  At this point the Commissioners have not made any decision on the allocation to the school but would like to start a discussion regarding the future of the funds and the decline in the funding that is being seen, as the County feels that the funding will eventually disappear.  There is concern as to how future road projects will be funded.  Discussion was also held on the condition of the roads and property tax rates.  The Commissioners will be meeting with the School Board on September 10, 2025 at 5:30.

HIGHWAY

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on highway activities.  The Fire and Highway radio repeater was hit by lightning and required repair.  The Fire repeater has been fixed and they are waiting for parts for the Highway Repeater.   The path going up to the repeaters is impassable, except by foot, at the top part of the hill.   Humbracht asked permission to hire Beylund Construction to come with a dozer to rebuild the path.  The Board approved the request as long as the cost did not exceed $3,000.

A letter was received from the SDDOT that the signing project (PH 8032(6), PCN 04LD – Work Order LGA-06-23) that was to be completed by January 15, 2026 has been extended to July 1, 2026.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to enter into Executive Session in accordance with SDCL 1-25-2(1) – Personnel concerns – at 11:00 AM.


The Chairman declared the Board out of Executive Session at 11:15.  No action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
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EMS/LIBRARY BUILDING


Discussion was held on the items still needed for the EMS/Library Building.   A quote for a standby generator was received from Glines Electric in the amount of $9,479.07.  Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to purchase the generator as quoted.   

The acoustical panels are being installed today in the meeting room.   The eaves troughs still need to be installed and a chain pully system needs to be installed on the ambulance bay door in the event the automatic door opener is not working.

BUDGET SUPPLEMENT


The Board directed the Auditor to advertise for a Budget Supplement Hearing to be held on September 23, 2025 at 11:00 for the purpose of increasing the General Fund –General Government Building (Courthouse and Jail) in the amount of $25,000. This will increase the 2025 General Government Building budget from $136,000 to $161,000.   The purpose of the Supplement is to allow for the purchase of a generator, acoustical paneling, eaves troughs and miscellaneous improvements to the EMS/Library building. 
REPORTS APPROVED

The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of August 31, 
2025 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks…………………………..
             113,172.32

Total amount of actual cash…………………………………                         1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer’s possession not exceeding



three days……………………………………………
               37,275.79

Total amount in C.D.’s……………………………………….                    500,000.00

Total amount in Money Market Plus account………………..
          6,896,787.28
Outstanding Checks………………………………………….
           ( 79,163.78)




Total………………………………………..                $7,469,901.61

Total includes monies due to the School, State agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

AIRPORT

Glines reported that the County has been awarded the FY 2025 Airport Infrastructure Grant for the wildlife fencing project #3-46-0006-011-2025.   As allowed at the April 1, 2025, when the Board authorized the Auditor to sign any grant documents associated with the project, the grant agreement has been signed and returned to the FAA.   Glines also presented three different Project Validation Forms – Federal Grant Preapplications, which have been signed and returned.

Glines presented a Scope of Work/Contract for a review appraiser to review the appraisal requirements for property needing to be purchased for the project.  Nelson Valuation Services, LLC has offered a contract in the amount of $3,000,


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract with Nelson Valuation Services, LLC for the Review Appraiser services.
WRCTC ANNUAL MEETING

John Helms was appointed to represent Harding County as a voting delegate for the West River Cooperative Telephone annual meeting to be held on October 6, 2025. 

2023-2024 AUDIT


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign the Entrance Letter with SD Department of Legislative Audit for the audit that is being conducted on the County for 2023 and 2024.
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OFFICE REPORTS

Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization and Kathy Glines, Auditor, reported on activities in their respective offices. 


Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney, reviewed possible changes to the Lease Agreement that is used by the County for the removal of fossilized remains on County owned lands.  The Board will review the changes and consider the new lease agreement at their next meeting.


It was reported that the car used by employees for traveling has been overheating and having other maintenance issues.  

2026 BUDGET


The Board discussed the 2026 budget.  The Board will meet on September 23, 2025 to 
approve the final budget for 2026.
CLAIMS APPROVED

           Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims:
August Claims

Auditor's office
payroll

7,174.16
Treasurer's office
payroll
7,174.16
States Attorney office
payroll
5,090.58
Director of Equalization office
payroll
6,049.94
Register of Deeds office
payroll
7,174.16
Veteran Service Office
payroll
687.50
Sheriff's office
payroll
12,013.33
Emergency Management
payroll
233.33
Airport Manager
payroll
625.00
Extension Office
payroll
  594.75
Weed Control
payroll
2,994.55
Highway Administration
payroll
7,571.65
Highway Maintenance
payroll
33,305.44
Library
payroll
   1,179.75
AFLAC
group insurance
  1,141.03
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
51,946.28
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
38.16
SD Retirement System
August retirement
10,858.58
SDRS Supplemental Retirement
supplemental retirement
100.00
Washington Nat’l Ins. Co.
group insurance
55.50
US Treasury
August WH & SS
20,820.72
September Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2,517.92
Isabella Sammons
temp help – DOE
193.08
Robin Humbracht
seasonal weed spraying
2,313.00
Hannah Douglas
temp help – library
345.00
A&B Welding Supply
supplies
1,392.07
Amazon
supplies
 59.46
AT&T Mobility
Sheriff cell phone
106.34
AT&T Mobility
highway cell phone
51.24
Auto Value Belle Fourche
supplies & repair
818.56

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
289.00
AnneMarie Brienza
supplies
11.56

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
      309.34
Butte County Ambulance
intercept
400.00
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Cedar Shores Resort
expense
306.18

Cenex FleetCard
supplies
 223.27
City of Mobridge
911 Surcharge
2,002.85
Julia Davis
expense
88.44

Katy Delahoyde
transcript
59.50

Elan Financial Services
supplies
6,279.00

Flying J Ranch
supplies
106.06

Dusty Ginsbach
expense
93.80

Godfrey Brake Service
repair
227.35

Grand Electric
utilities – county
1,274.41
Grand Electric
utilities – CAT
100.98
Grimms Pump & Ind. Supply
supplies
203.08

Grossenburg Implement
supplies
662.12

Harding Co. School 
20% mineral severance
51,895.92
Helena
supplies
3,730.05

Johnson Controls Fire Protection
repair
3,596.80
Kayla Ketelsen
expense
485.16

Kara Koan
courthouse custodial contract
3,000.00
Sue Litzel
supplies
23.18

Matheson TriGas
supplies
157.38

Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
95.00

Microfilm Imaging Systems
scanning
3,530.56

Monument Health
supplies
310.34
Nations Center News
publishing
160.65

Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
1,660.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
14,030.03
Pomp’s Tire
supplies
4,025.64

Prairie Auto Parts
repair
468.99

Runnings
supplies
150.96
SD Dept of Revenue
August collections
78,470.07 
SD Dept of Revenue
August sales tax
    5.60
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
600.00

SDACO
M & P fees
52.00
Servall
supplies
861.68
Sturgis Responder Supply
supplies & uniforms
209.94

The Current Connection
IT support
533.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities
759.87
True North Steel
supplies
12,360.00

Verizon
Sheriff cell phone
69.92

Wareing Belle Fourche
repair
869.78

Ryanna Turbiville
supplies
315.54

Warne Chemical & Equip
supplies
327.02

West River Health Services
intercept
206.00

West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities  
158.86 
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAP utilities  
  36.22
Ashly Williams
expense
67.28

Wolffy’s Garage
supplies
218.39

RECESS

        There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman declared the Board recessed at 3:30 PM until September 10, 2025 when they will meet with the School Board and to consider other business that may come before them.
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