COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 7, 2025

A regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman John Helms on October 7, 2025 with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as Kathy Glines, Auditor. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were: Jeremy Humbracht, Wyatt Sabo, Melissa Breding, Kara Koan, Dusty Ginsbach, Lydia Mueller, Jim Pickett, Laurie Elmore, Kayla Ketelsen, Sue Litzel, Charlie Baker and Will Henderson. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the minutes of September 2 and 10, 2025 as presented and September 23, 2025 with the following correction: 
Changes to the 2026 Provisional Budget as follows:

General Fund:

Decrease 101-112 – Commissioner Contingency from $350,000 to $327,100

Increase 101-166 Predatory Animal (GFP) from $12,000 to $12,215

Decrease Cash Applied from $672,234 to $648,355

Decrease Subtotal from $3,203,779 to $3,179,900

Decrease Less 5% from $160,189 to $158,995

Decrease Total Appropriation and Net Means of Finance from $3,043,590 to $3,020,905

HIGHWAY

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on the projects his department has been working on.   

Alan Turbiville has requested permission from the County to put repair gravel on an improved section line along Section 2, Township 19, Range 1 and Section 35, Township 20, Range 1.   The Section line is improved and has gravel on it but he would like to add additional gravel as he uses it for his driveway.  Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to allow the improvement.  

Humbracht presented an Application for the placement of utilities on a County Highway Right of Way.  Grand Electric Cooperative is requesting permission to bore under the Lincoln Road in Section 16 and 21 in Township 21N, Range 8E.  Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the Application. 

LIBRARY


Melissa Breding, Library Board, introduced Lydia Mueller to the Board.  Ms. Mueller has been hired by the Library Board for the Library position.  The Library Board went off of previous applications that they had received for the position and due to the current Librarian resigning as of October 16, they felt time was of the essence to get someone hired to allow for training.  Ms. Mueller asked for permission to attend a one day library conference in Spearfish on October 17, 2025, which was approved. 
 EMPLOYEES

The Board acknowledged the step pay for Nathan Williams, Deputy Sheriff as of October 1, 2025 to $50,400 due to becoming a certified SD Law Enforcement officer.

The Board acknowledged the step pay for Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization, as of October 1, 2025 to $23.39 per hour due to becoming a certified Assessor/Appraiser.

The Board acknowledged the hiring of Lydia Mueller for the Librarian position, as of 
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October 16, 2025 at the starting pay of $17.85 per hour.

OFFICE REPORTS


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Jim Pickett, Veteran Service Officer; Laurie Elmore, 4-H Educator; Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds and Melissa Breding, Treasurer, reported on activities in their respective offices.

Kara Koan, contract custodian/maintenance, visited with the Board about purchasing a new snow blower.  She presented quotes for several different models and it was approved that she order a Cub Cadet 3x 28” 3 stage snow blower for $1,799.99.  Also discussed was the emergency lighting in the Courthouse. She has contacted Jim Podzmik about replacing the lighting and he quoted $2,550, which was approved by the Board.

Kathy Glines, Emergency Manager, asked permission to set up a Crisis Track training for the highway department.  The State is willing to come to Harding County to do the training, at no cost, which lasts approximately three hours.   Perkins County and the Town of Buffalo would also be invited to the training.  The Board approved the request.  Glines also reviewed the policy that the Commissioners adopted in 2024 regarding using county equipment for the placement of fire lines around residential structures in the event of a wildfire.   


Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization, reported that she has passed her Certified Assessor/Appraiser test.   The Board congratulated her on the achievement. 
LICENSE TRANSFER


The Board acknowledged the transfer of Alcoholic Beverage License for Blossoms and Brew/ Buffalo Bar to the Josh Klempel Ranch residence on October 4, 2025. 
AIRPORT


Charlie Baker, KLJ, and Will Henderson, Airport Manager, met with the Board to discuss the Airport Wildlife fence that is going to be installed around the airport.   The appraisals for the two tracts of property that will need to be purchased have been completed and will be reviewed before meeting with the property owners.  Discussion was held on the Preliminary Design for the project.   At this time the proposed time line for the project is to let the project for bids in the spring/summer of 2026 with the construction taking place in 2027.  The timelines are tentative based on the federal funding for the project.  
REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of September 
30, 2025 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks…………………………..
            142,977.86

Total amount of actual cash…………………………………
1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer's possession not exceeding

                      three days…………………………………………….
   46,003.15

Total amount in C.D.'s……………………………………..
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account…………….. 
6,666,939.72
              Outstanding checks………………………………………..
(88,557.16)

                 Total……………………………………………
7,269,193.57

Total includes monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties and does not include claims payable in October.
CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims:
September Claims

Auditor's office
payroll
7,174.16
Treasurer's office
payroll
7,174.16
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States Attorney office
payroll
5,110.08
Register of Deed's office
payroll
7,144.91
Veteran Service Office
payroll
687.50
Sheriff's office
payroll
 12,218.08
Emergency Management
payroll
233.33
Airport Manager
payroll
625.00
4-H Office
payroll
1,404.00
Weed Control
payroll                                                            3,186.72
Highway Administration
payroll
7,325.95
Highway Maintenance
payroll
28,391.17
Library
payroll
    1,073.09
AFLAC
group ins.
 1,141.03
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group ins.
51,946.28
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
38.16
SD Retirement System
Sept. retirement
 10,257.64
SDRS Supplemental Retirement
Sept supplement
100.00
Washington National Ins.
group insurance
55.50

US Treasury
Sept. WH & SS
19,894.96
October Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
4,881.71
Robin Humbracht
seasonal weed sprayer
2,070.00
Amazon Capital Services
supplies
107.68
A T & T Mobility
highway cell phone
50.97
A T & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
106.34
Auto Value Belle Fourche
supplies & repair
1,880.99
Brosz Engineering
testing & measuring
2,315.00

Buffalo Hardware 
supplies
  216.76
Cenex FleetCard
fuel
410.65
Country Inn & Suites
expense
1,422.00

Floyd’s Truck Center
repair
1,162.88

G & O Paper and Supply
supplies
597.25

Grand Electric
utilities – county
1,268.64
Grand Electric
utilities – CAT
81.17
H & L Super Valu
supplies
  9.80
HC Electric
repair
668.05

Helena
chemical
2,558.85

Hodges Badge Company
supplies
206.15

Kayla Ketelsen
expense
452.99

King Appraisals LLC
appraisal
12,000.00

Kara Koan
custodial contract
3,000.00

Bryan & Annette Krinke
supplies
693.00

Darwin Latham
gravel royalty
42,190.50

McLeod’s
supplies
484.85
Nation’s Center News
publishing
287.20

Northwest Tire Inc.
supplies
220.08

Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
9,869.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
14,738.86
Jim Pickett
supplies
104.16
Pitney Bowes Reserve
postage
448.24
Pomp’s Tire
supplies
  682.00
Prairie Auto Parts
supplies
519.91
Randy’s Welding
repair
662.99
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Runnings
supplies
401.31

SD Dept of Public Safety
teletype service
2,340.00

SD Dept of Revenue
Sept collections
93,211.28
SD Dept of Revenue
sales tax
  4.49
SD Library Assoc
dues & registration
65.00

SDACO
M & P funds
58.00
Servall
supplies
  751.95
SD Magazine
supplies
29.00

Steve Beylund Construction
bridge construction
6,090.00

The Current Connection
IT support & supplies
  4,227.95
Town of Buffalo
utilities
827.03
Wareing Belle Fourche
repair
1,800.00

West River Teelphone
utilities – county
1,077.90

West River Telephone
utilities – health clinic
158.86
Western Construction
gravel crushing
203,920.75

Ashly Williams
expense
143.03

Wolffy’s Garage
repair
212.87
ADJOURN
       There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to adjourn at 3:40 PM.
SIGNED:_____________________________________

                John Helms, Chairman

ATTEST:_____________________________________

                Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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