
AURORA COUNTY COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS 
 

October 2, 2025 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Clyde Dethlefsen, with John Paul Studeny, Roger 

Hanten, Randy Niles, and Travis Clark present.                                      

 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 There was no public input.   

 A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Hanten to approve the agenda.  Motion carried all voting aye. 

Auditor Urban noted there was an error in the minutes.  The minutes should have stated the property tax dollar 

amount for the 2026 budget decreased to $1,861,163, not $1,891,163. A motion was made by Clark, seconded by 

Studeny to approve the minutes as corrected for the September 18th meeting.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

A motion was made by Hanten, seconded by Niles to install a tracker through the Verizon Fleet Program for 

the Emergency Manager’s vehicle at $15.95/month.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

Auditor Urban informed the Commission that as of October 1st the state reimbursement rate for mileage 

increased by .03 per mile.  A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to increase the county reimbursement 

rate for mileage to match the state’s rate from .67 to .70 per mile effective immediately.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

A reimbursement will only be paid when a county vehicle is not available and permission to use their personal vehicle 

is granted first.   

 Highway Superintendent Vissia and Secretary Beckman were present for the highway report. 

 A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to approve the county’s 5-year road plan and have the 

Chairman sign the certification form.  Motion carried all voting aye.   

 A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to authorize Highway Superintendent Doug Vissia to attend a 

road conference on October 20-22 in Sioux Falls.  Motion carried all voting aye.   

 Highway Secretary Beckman informed the Commission they received applications for the Rural Access 

Infrastructure Funding (RAIF) program.  Plankinton Twp submitted two applications for two separate projects.  The 



first project consists of replacing the box culvert on Road #8 with two 36”x36’ steel culverts.  The old cement box 

culvert will be removed and crushed so the old concrete can be used at both ends of the new culverts.  The total cost of 

this project is $10,460.00 with the township paying $2,092.00 (20%) and $8,368.00 (80%) will be paid with the RAIF 

funds.  The second application from Plankinton Twp for RAIF funds will be to replace two 36”x36’ culverts on Road 

#16 with two 36”x40’ steel culverts and put rip rap on both ends of the culverts.  The total cost of this project is 

$15,165 with the township paying $3,033.00 (20%) and $12,132.00 (80%) will be paid with RAIF funds.  A motion 

was made by Clark, seconded by Hanten to approve the two applications from Plankinton Township for the projects on 

Roads #8 and #16.  Motion carried all voting aye. 

 Secretary Beckman reported that Dudley Township had submitted applications earlier in the year and the 

actual cost for the two projects were lower than the projected cost by approximately $20,000.   

 Chairman Dethlefsen asked if the highway had gotten more rock from Gerrit Overweg yet.  Superintendent 

Vissia said Gerrit said he has some rock ready for the county, but we just have not had time to get it.   

 An agreement was made at the October 3, 2024 meeting to have Greg Kroupa haul gravel from his own pit at 

$6.00/ton with no charge for hauling or labor.  Kroupa had talked to Supt. Vissia and told him he was not going to 

have time to get this done and suggested to Doug about hiring someone to get it hauled.  After much discussion 

between the Commission and Highway Superintendent, the Commission agreed to have the highway department fix 

only the bad spots with the gravel from the Kroupa Pit and not do the entire 7 miles.  The Commission directed the 

highway department to set aside two days to fix the bad spots with his gravel and pay Kroupa for the gravel used to fix 

the bad spots at $6.00/ton.   

 A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Hanten to authorize the Auditor to put the money received from 

the State’s BIG fund for the Jackrabbit Bridge into reserves until the work on the project begins.  Motion carried all 

voting aye.  

 Treasurer Andrea Pryor presented the Commission with a revised resolution regarding our policy on advance 

tax collections so it does not conflict with the new law that was recently passed.  A motion was made by Clark, 



seconded by Studeny to approve the resolution revising the policy on advance tax collections.  Roll Call Vote: Clark, 

aye; Studeny, aye; Hanten, aye; Niles, aye; Dethlefsen, aye. Motion carried.   

Aurora County Resolution Revising Policy on Advance Tax Collections 

WHEREAS, the Aurora County Commissioners has, heretofore, enacted a RESOLUTION dated July 19, 

2016, setting forth the policy on advance tax collections, and since enactment of that Resolution, South Dakota 

Codified Law has changed regarding apportionment of surplus proceeds after real estate is sold by tax deed 

proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, it has been the policy of the Aurora County Treasurer to permit persons who are delinquent in 

their real estate taxes to make payments to the advance tax collections account, with said payments to be applied to 

taxes upon accumulation of sufficient funds to the credit of the taxpayer to pay the delinquent taxes; and 

WHEREAS, it has been the policy of the Aurora County Treasurer to defer tax proceedings in appropriate cases by 

entering into installment agreements with delinquent taxpayers for payment of delinquent taxes, interest, and penalties; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 

1. That the Resolution dated July 19, 2016, shall be repealed; and 

2. That it is hereby the policy of Aurora County that if property is taken by the County Treasurer for taxes in a tax deed 

proceeding, and the taxpayer has more funds in the delinquent funds account than is needed to cover delinquent taxes 

and other costs legally chargeable against the amount, then the surplus proceeds shall be paid to the prior owner, and if 

the owner cannot be found within one hundred and eighty days, then the surplus will be transferred to the Unclaimed 

Property Division; and 

3. That the Treasurer shall include a paragraph setting forth the above policy in any installment agreement authorized 

by her with a delinquent taxpayer. 

Approved this 2nd day of October 2025. 

S/s Clyde Dethlefsen, Aurora County Commission 



ATTEST: Susan Urban, Auditor 

 A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to approve the renewal of the Trane 3-Year Service 

Agreement for the HVAC system in the courthouse.  Motion carried all voting aye. The agreement will be extended 

through September 30, 2028. 

 A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to authorize Auditor Urban to attend an election school in 

Pierre on October 29th – 30th and allow Deputy Auditor April Johnson to attend a hands-on election workshop in Pierre 

on November 19th & 20th.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

 4-H Program Assistant Brandi Shroyer along with Casey Schmidt from St. John’s Catholic Church in 

Plankinton met with the Board to inquire about waiving the rental fee for a fundraiser.  Casey told the Commission that 

St. John’s Catholic Church would like to hold a fundraiser at the Community/4-H Building to serve an evening meal & 

breakfast for the opening weekend of hunting season.  With the Commerce being closed, meal services will be limited, 

said Schmidt.  With the church being a non-profit, said Schmidt, I humbly ask that you consider waiving the rental fee.  

A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to waive the rental fee for the nonprofit fundraiser.  Motion carried 

all voting aye.   

 Emergency Manager Kehn informed the Commission that the Skunk Creek Project did not meet the 

requirements for the cost benefit analysis and the County will need to officially withdraw our application from the 

FEMA Mitigation Grant program.  Commissioner Studeny asked about the new properties in the East Meadow 

development area and Kehn told him they were all up high enough.  Kehn said he spoke with someone from the 

Railroad and they will be requesting money in the 2027 budget for a capital project to replace the culverts under the 

railroad to the east of Campbell St.  Skyler said he will be talking to the City of Plankinton to see if they would be 

interested in working with the County to replace the ones under Campbell St.  Kehn said if we do not have to pay a 

contractor, it should not cost nearly as much and will be cheaper to do it ourselves.  He also noted that he will be 

talking with Superintendent Vissia to see what is available for grants and if there are any out there for farm-to-market 

roads since this is a main road.  Kehn said he would like to see both the railroad project and the Campbell St. project 

done at the same time in 2027 if possible.  Kehn said if we can get it done in 2027, the study we did will help us out 



tremendously.  Kehn also noted that whether we would have done this project on our own from the beginning or 

applied for FEMA funds like we did, a study would have had to be done regardless.  So, we want to get the work done 

before the study is no longer valid.   A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Niles to formally withdraw the 

Skunk Creek Mitigation application for a FEMA Mitigation Grant due to not meeting the cost benefit requirement.  

Motion carried all voting aye.   

A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to file reports and pay vouchers as listed below.  Motion 

carried with Dethlefsen, Hanten and Clark voting aye.  Studeny abstained from the vote.    

 Reports: September Payroll: Social Security 5,756.71; Medicare 1,346.31; Wellmark 27,914.12, Retirement 

5,838.22; Kansas City Life 89.24; Commissioners 4,438.20; Auditor 7,777.81; Treasurer 6,320.14; States Attorney 

5,390.00; Courthouse 2,542.05; Director of Equalization 6,182.02; Register of Deeds 4,884.47; Veteran’s Service 

Officer 1,177.19; Sheriff 19,982.56; Welfare 769.94; Extension 2,617.13; Weed 1,267.04; Zoning 882.52; Hwy 

32,399.49; EM&D 1,900.46; Payroll Direct Deposit Cost 8.50.  Auditor’s Account with Treasurer: Cash on Hand 

1,104.41; MMDA 2,065,888.71; CD’s 942,140.00. Register of Deeds Fees: Marriage Lic/Certs 180.00; Birth/Death 

Certs 135.00; Preservation Fund 171.00; Driver’s License 390.00; Copies 86.00; Other 0.00; Recording Fees 1,455.00; 

Transfer Fees 1,339.00.    

CLAIMS: 

COMMISSIONERS                            

S.D. MAIL OFFICE               SEPTEMBER PUBLISHING                430.13 

STANDARD PUBLISHING            AUGUST PUBLISHING                  1473.58 

STANDARD PUBLISHING ARGUS      AUGUST PUBLISHING                  1473.58 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  3377.29 * 

 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM                          

DAILEY LAW OFFICE              CAA                                 252.00 

THERESA MAULE ROSSOW           CAA                                 597.00 

S D A C C                      4TH QTR CLERP ASSESSMENT           2677.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  3526.00 * 

 

AUDITOR                                  

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE SHORT PREVIOUS           3.00 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        132.84 

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   PRINT CARTRIDGE                     120.00 

         



                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   255.84 * 

 

TREASURER                                

AURORA COUNY TREASURER         POSTAGE REIMBURSMENT                  0.08 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        196.26 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   196.34 * 

 

COURTHOUSE                               

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        113.10 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   113.10 * 

 

DIR. OF EQUALIZATION                     

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        132.84 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   132.84 * 

 

REGISTER OF DEEDS                        

AURORA COUNY TREASURER         POSTAGE REIMBURSMENT                  9.71 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                     9.71 * 

 

VA OFFICE                                

AUDREY CHAPMAN                 2025 CONFERENCE DUES                 50.00 

S.D. MAIL OFFICE               SEPTEMBER PUBLISHING                 81.00 

STANDARD PUBLISHING            AUGUST PUBLISHING                    53.00 

STANDARD PUBLISHING ARGUS      AUGUST PUBLISHING                    53.00 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                         66.42 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   303.42 * 

 

SHERIFF                                  

AURORA COUNY TREASURER         POSTAGE REIMBURSMENT                 13.70 

OVERWEG AUTO                   REPAIR ROCK CHIP IN LEWIS CAR        55.00 

ROADSIDE C - STORE             FUEL FOR VEHICLE                     15.39 

SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY       TELETYPE RENTAL 7-1 TO 12-31       2340.00 

TRITECH SOFTWARE SYSTEMS       NICI ANNUAL MAINT OCT TO MAR         38.63 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        522.68 

V I S A                        POSTAGE                              35.85 

V I S A                        PRINTER TONER                       327.09 

V I S A                        WD 40                                11.45 

V I S A                        INTEREST                              3.82 

V I S A                        OFFICE CHAIR                        148.67 

VERIZON BUSINESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                    318.92 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                  3831.20 * 

 

JAIL                                     

LEWIS FAMILY DRUG LLC          INMATES MEDS (2)                    954.36 

                                                               ---------- 



                                                                   954.36 * 

 

PUBLIC WELFARE                           

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                          3.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                     3.00 * 

 

MENTALLY HANDICAPPED                     

CENTER FOR INDEPENDENCE        MONTHLY SUPPORT                      60.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                    60.00 * 

 

COUNTY EXTENSION                         

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        126.84 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   126.84 * 

 

PLANNING & ZONING                        

AURORA COUNY TREASURER         POSTAGE REIMBURSMENT                 52.40 

STANDARD PUBLISHING            AUGUST PUBLISHING                    75.00 

STANDARD PUBLISHING ARGUS      AUGUST PUBLISHING                    75.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   202.40 * 

 

R&B CONSTRUCTION                         

AURORA COUNY TREASURER         POSTAGE REIMBURSMENT                  0.29 

BROSZ ENGINEERING INC          BRIDGE INSPECTION - RD #18         2587.50 

KIMBALL MIDWEST                ELBOWS & CONNECTORS                 172.61 

RON'S MARKET INC               FOLDERS, BAGS, PROPANE, TOWELS      160.93 

S.D. MAIL OFFICE               SEPTEMBER PUBLISHING                180.00 

SD DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION      BRIDGE INSPECTIONS                 2191.07 

SDSU                           ROAD CONFERENCE REGISTRATION        125.00 

STANDARD PUBLISHING            AUGUST PUBLISHING                   104.00 

STANDARD PUBLISHING ARGUS      AUGUST PUBLISHING                   104.00 

STICKNEY WATER                 WATER BILL - STICKNEY SHOP           98.75 

SWANNY'S ENGINES & MACHINE     TRUCK REPAIR                        660.00 

TOTAL OIL                      FUEL                               5976.59 

TRANSOURCE                     TRUCK REPAIRS                      3911.78 

TRANSOURCE                     LOADER LEASE                       3200.00 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        132.84 

VERIZON BUSINESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                     20.02 

VESTIS                         SERVICES - RAGS & MATS               34.02 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                 19659.40 * 

 

EM&D                                     

S.D. MAIL OFFICE               SEPTEMBER PUBLISHING                109.20 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                         66.42 

VERIZON BUSINESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                     60.03 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   235.65 * 

 



REGISTER OF DEEDS                        

MICROFILM IMAGING SYSTEMS      MONTHLY EQUIPMENT RENTAL            395.00 

TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES          CONNECT CARE                        193.26 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                   588.26 * 

 

R&B CONSTRUCTION                         

DUDLEY TOWNSHIP                RAIF GRANT                        22333.69 

PLANKINTON TOWNSHIP            RAIF GRANT                        20500.00 

                                                               ---------- 

                                                                 42833.69 * 

 

 

                                                 Total Checks:   76,409.34 * 

 

 

Meeting adjourned subject to call.  

         
____________________________________ 

        Clyde Dethlefsen, Chairman 
        Aurora County Commission  
Attest: _________________________ 
 Susan Urban, Auditor 
                                                                                            
 
 
 (Published once at the total approximate cost of ____________) 


