REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JANUARY 6, 2026



The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  DeBoer, Swanson, Mairose and Dozark.  Leiferman arrived late.  Also present:  Deputy States Attorney Steven Meyer and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.
Auditor Petrak called the meeting to order. 
Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to adopt the agenda. 

ELECT CHAIRMAN & VICE CHAIRMAN


County Auditor called for nominations for Chairman of the Board for 2026.  


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to nominate Donn DeBoer                                    as Chairman for 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to cease nominations and a unanimous vote be cast for DeBoer.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Commissioner DeBoer then assumed his position as Chairman of the Board and proceeded with the organizational business of 2026. 

Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to nominate Sharman Swanson as Vice Chairman for 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.    
APPROVE MINUTES


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the minutes of 12-31-2025.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

REPRESENTATIVE REBECCA REIMER


Rebecca Reimer met with the Board and discussed some of the legislative changes that have been circulating regarding property taxes.  Reimer explained that the owner occupied class is being looked at to reduce the tax burden on that class as the Ag class has been adjusted in the past from sales to productivity of the land and again with soil classifications.  There are more complaints regarding the increase in taxes from the homeowners so Governor Rhoden has proposed some legislation to be presented to the Legislative Session this year.  


Eliminating property taxes means eliminating the services that are currently being provided.  
DESIGNATIONS


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the following newspaper designations.

Official Newspapers

1. Central Dakota Times

  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the following places for mortgage sales.

Chattel Mortgage Sales will be held at the following places:

1. East door of the Courthouse

2. Kimball Livestock Exchange

3. County Highway Office in Kimball SD

4. Ag Building in Pukwana SD

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the following as official posting places for Brule County.

Official Posting Places pursuant to SDCL:  17-3-1

1. Bulletin board inside east door of Courthouse

2. Bulletin board at Brule County Highway Office in Kimball SD

3. Bulletin board at Sheriff’s Office in Chamberlain SD

All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to designate the following banks as depositories for County funds.  
1. First Dakota Bank, Chamberlain SD 

2. First Interstate Bank, Chamberlain, SD

All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the following re-appointments.  
1. Coroner – Darrell Miller
All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

COMMISSIONER LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2026

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the following assignments for 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
	911 Board
	Leiferman

	Ag Building
	Mairose/Swanson

	Ambulance Joint Powers Board
	Dozark

	Court Security Committee
	Leiferman/Dozark

	Courthouse
	Leiferman/Mairose

	District III Planning & Development
	DeBoer/Assessor as Proxy

	Emergency Management Service
	DeBoer

	Extension Board
	Dozark

	Highway Supervisors
	Mairose/Dozark

	Jail
	DeBoer/Swanson

	Lake Francis Case
	Swanson

	Landfill
	DeBoer

	MRC Regional Railroad Authority
	Dozark

	Planning & Zoning Board
	Swanson/DoBoer

	Purchasing Committee
	Auditor/Treasurer/Dozark

	Resource, Conservation & Development
	Mairose

	Safety Committee
	Auditor/Assessor/Register of Deeds 

	Senior Citizens
	Swanson

	Weed/Pest
	Mairose

	
	


COUNTY BURIAL
Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozarkseconded to increase the burial rates 3% for 2026, for a maximum of $3,585.00 for county burials:    This includes burial and services.  Minimum outer burial container if required by cemetery of burial by invoice not to exceed $1400.00.  Opening and Closing at actual cost by invoice not to exceed $920.  Lot at actual cost by invoice not to exceed $642.00.  Mileage will be at .41/mile.

Fee for Cremations - $3,030.00 to include service and cremation.  Opening and Closing at actual cost by invoice not to exceed $920.  Lot at actual cost by invoice not to exceed $642.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

ELECTION RATES


 Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to set the Election Official rates as follows:  Election School $25.00; Election Day $350.00/day; Mileage, county rate (.67/mile); Resolution board, $25/hour, absentee board members $25.00/hour and Post Election Board Members $25.00/hour.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

POLLING LOCATIONS


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to set the polling locations for the 2026 and upcoming elections as follows:

Precinct One – Brule County Courthouse – Chamberlain City, Chamberlain and Brule Township registered voters; 

Precinct Two – Kimball Legion – Kimball City Wards 1,2 and 3, Lyon, Plummer, Waldro, Willow Lake, Kimball, Plainfield, Highland, Wilbur; Pleasant Grove and Torrey Lake Townships;

Precinct Three – Pukwana Community Center – Pukwana Town, West Point, Union, Pukwana, Cleveland, Red Lake and Smith Townships;

Precinct Four – Ola Church – America, Grandview, Ola, Eagle and Richland Townships.  

OUT-OF-COUNTY MEETINGS


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded that county officials and employees who attend official out-of-county meetings be reimbursed $25.00 for meals (one day conference), $45.00 for meals (overnight conferences) and $125.00 for lodging expense, prior approval needed if over $125.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

UNPAID TAX LIST


Treasurer, Doreen Priebe, presented the Board a list of unpaid taxes for their review at the close of business on 12-31-2025.

PERSONNEL

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve payment of the following wages and salaries for 2026 as budgeted.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

	Adamson, Cali
	Part time 
	19.76

	Andera, Glenda
	Register of Deeds
	57,722.16

	Benton, Katheryn
	Emergency Manager
	19,907.00

	Bilben, Joe
	Deputy Sheriff
	20.13

	Bilben, Mark
	Deputy Sheriff
	23.40

	Burfeindt, Lesley
	Administrative Deputy
	50,821.00

	Butterfield, Brenda
	Highway Worker
	21.17

	Caba, Jared
	Highway Worker
	21.17

	Casey, Christian
	Jailer
	21.60

	Coffel, Katherine
	Deputy Auditor
	18.00

	DeBoer, Donn
	Commissioner
	8903.36

	Dozark,Gary
	Commissioner
	8903.36

	Duba, Dwight
	Highway Worker
	22.77

	Engel, Tory
	Administrative Assistant 
	20.50

	Fremo, Tate
	Deputy Sheriff
	22.13

	Galpin, Matthew
	Highway Worker
	21.17

	Haugen, Joshua
	Highway Worker
	21.85

	James, Tammy
	Deputy Treasurer
	20.90

	Jepson, Dena
	Jailer
	21.73

	Jones, Malaya
	Jailer
	20.13

	Kontz, Kim
	Director/Planning & Zoning
	62,094.76

	LaRoche, Braden
	Jailer
	20.13

	Leiferman, Montgomery
	Commissioner
	8903.36

	Lulf, Rowan
	Deputy Director
	19.00

	Mairose, Greg
	Commissioner
	8903.36

	Maule, Theresa
	States Attorney
	86,037.00

	McBride, Jerilyn
	Jailer
	20.13

	Meyer, Steven
	Deputy States Attorney
	54,074.40

	Middletent, Rikki
	Jailer
	20.13

	Miller, Darrell
	Sheriff
	66,429.30

	Parker, Stephenie
	Jailer
	21.40

	Petrak, Pamela
	Auditor
	57,722.16

	Priebe, Doreen
	Treasurer
	57,722.16

	Schlaffman, Mike
	Highway Superintendent
	60,602.45

	Schumacher, Ira
	Deputy Highway Supt
	21.19

	Swanson, Sharman
	Commissioner
	8903.36

	Thomas, Timothy
	Veteran Service Officer
	24,053.00

	White Mouse, Adrian
	Jailer
	20.13


VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER CONTRACT


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to enter into a contract with the State for “State aid for salaries of County Veterans Service Officers.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BEADLE COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION CONTRACT

Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter into a contract with Beadle County for Juvenile Detention at $325.00/day.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

AUTOMATIC BUDGET SUPPLEMENT


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to automatically supplement the Sheriff’s Office with $500.00 that was donated to the department from Northwestern Energy.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BOARD OF HEALTH


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to dissolve the County’s Board of Health.  Per state statute a County’s Board of Health should consist of 5 people with one being of the medical profession.  This was not the situation that was occurring in Brule County so the States Attorney’s Office advised to dissolve the position.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT III


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to renew membership with  Planning & Development District III for the year of 2026.  Dues are $14,556.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES


The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $18,610.12 for December, 2025.


EXECUTIVE SESSION


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to enter executive session to discuss personnel at 10:38 am.  Executive session over at 11:08 am.  
REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE

The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  December’s Register of Deeds Statement of Fees; DANR.
APPROVE CLAIMS


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the following bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND:  Bomgaars Supply, 252.35; Chamberlain Building Supply 129.95; Elections Systems & Software, 4830.60; Hein Law Office, 638.64; Hughes County, 3367.65; Janssen Law LLC, 458.43; Konrad Law Professionals, 8804.42; Mairose & Steele, LLC< 2105.86; Midstate Communications, 1081.41; Minnehaha City Regional Juvenile Detention Center, 2369.12; Office Products Center, 144.76; Pennington County Jail, 10.03; Petty Cash, 165.79; Pukwana Town, 129.77; SDAE4-HP, 200.00; Steve Smith Law Office, 13,378.74; Whalen, Timothy, 14,457.05 Youngberg Law, 456.00.
911 FUND:  Midstate Communications, 330.02.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND:  Midstate Communications, 74.20.

24/7 FUND:  Attorney General’s Office, 176.00; DTIB, 125.00.

ADJOURNMENT


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to adjourn at 11:45 am with the next meeting being held on 1-22-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:

___________________________



___________________________________
PAMELA PETRAK                          



 DONN DEBOER
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR        
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