[bookmark: _Hlk187238705]REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
February 5, 2026	
	The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  DeBoer, Swanson, Leiferman, Dozark and Mairose.  Also present: Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.  No public comments were declared.  
Commissioner Swanson declared a conflict of interest regarding the Motor Grader Accident that was on the agenda.

 ADOPT AGENDA
	Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to adopt the agenda.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk200030627][bookmark: _Hlk192234947]Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the minutes of 1-22-2026. All members voted aye.  Motion carried

STRATEGIC PLAN – BRULE COUNTY
	Sheena Larson with the Lake Francis Case Development Corporation presented a proposal to develop a strategic plan for Brule and Lyman Counties regarding workforce initiatives, define a vision for development in the Counties.  Brule County’s cost would be $37,610.00,  No decision was made at the meeting.  

PERSONNEL
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to change Section 402 regarding the annual increase in wages.  Currently an employee hired in the 3rd or 4th quarter of the year were required to wait 6 months for the annual increase.  Commissioners want to remove that section of 402 (D) and the annual increase will be given to all employees at the beginning of each year without the waiting period.  The employees that are affected by this will reflect the $1.00 increase next pay period.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the resignation of Steve Baumberger as a Jailer effective January 22, 2026 and Dena Jepsen resignation as a Jailer effective January 23, 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to hire the following individuals as Jailers at $20.48/hour:  Parker Jones effective 1-22-2026, Allen Thompson effective 2-6-2026, Robert Ortiz effective 2-9-2026   All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BRIDGE INSPECTION CONTRACT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to hire Ulteig Engineering to conduct the bi-annual bridge inspections in Brule County.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

MOTOR GRADER ACCIDENT
	Highway Superintendent Mike Schlaffman reported that the motor grader that was in an accident with a semi on 367th Avenue on January 6, 2026 is being totaled by the insurance company.  The buy back price would be $22,575 and well over $250,000 to repair to workable condition.  The insurance is offering $200,000 to the County for the totaled machine.  Commissioners wanted more comparables before accepting the offer from the Insurance Company.  

BRULE COUNTY
RESOLUTION 2026-1

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RANGE FIRE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

WHEREAS, state law allows the South Dakota Wildland Fire Coordinator to assist in the suppression of rangeland fires only upon a formal request by a Board of County Commissioners, and

WHEREAS, the South Dakota Wildland Fire Coordinator has requested that a person be officially designated to make such requests, and

WHEREAS, at the time of a fire emergency there is insufficient time to convene the Board to make such requests,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commission in and for the County of Brule, State of South Dakota, that any one of the following identified individuals are hereby authorized to request assistance in the suppression of rangeland fires within the County, in and for the County, as specified in SDCL 41-20-8.1, to wit:

1.  The then acting Brule County Sheriff, now  
Darrell Miller		
   	300 S Courtland, Suite 112 Chamberlain, SD	              		605-234-4443
2.  The then acting Emergency Manager Director, now 
Katheryn Benton	
300 S Courtland, Suite 106 Chamberlain, SD			605-680-0085
3. The then acting Chamberlain Fire Department Chief, now
Kurt Kelsey
PO Box 135, Oacoma, SD				
605-730-1982
4.  The then acting Kimball Fire Department Chief, now
Clifford Houser
PO Box 152
Kimball, SD			
605-680-9090
5.  The then acting Pukwana Fire Department Chief, now
Jerry Wingert
622 Main St, Pukwana, SD				
605-730-2064
This authority shall continue in force and effect until terminated by a Resolution of the Board.

Duly passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the Commission on the 5th day of February, 2026.
Votes:  5 aye.  0 nay.  Signed at Chamberlain, SD by Chairman:  Donn DeBoer.  Attest:  Pamela Petrak, Auditor

SALE OF COUNTY GIS & DATA FILES
	Director of Equalization Kim Kontz addressed the Board regarding the fee collected for giving our GIS and data files to companies.  Kontz explained she would like to increase the price of the reports.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to table a decision on this until further information can be obtained. 

ABATEMENTS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve abatements to the following individuals due to a fire.  The taxes are abated for the time that the buildings were not able to be used due to the fires.  Gary Goodman, Jr an estimate of $1,802 and Brian Hieb an estimate of $1804.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

  

TRAVEL REQUEST
	Emergency Manager Katheryn Benton requested a travel request for upcoming training in Rapid City, SD on March 4 & 5, 2026.  The Class is a Pediatric Disaster Response and Emergency Preparedness Training.  Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the travel for the Emergency Manager.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER
	The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 1-31-2026 a balance of $8,342,501.99 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES
	The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $4,620.74 for January, 2026.
	
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Invitation from SD Hall of Fame, Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet, Register of Deeds Statement of Fees.  

APPROVE CLAIMS
	Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the following payroll and bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND
Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 3512.21; Treasurer, 3906.04; States Attorney, 6788.15; Assessor, 3531.31; Planning Commission, 238.17; Register of Deeds, 2213.96; Sheriff, 11,025.75; Jail, 14,906.45; Courthouse, 1439.67; Veteran Service, 922.60; Victim Witness, 249.52.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 41025.20.  Retirement:  SDRS, 3148.93.  Insurance Reimbursement:  2688.43.  Insurance:  Allstate Insurance, 6484.07. AT & T Mobility, 81.08; Access Health – Chamberlain, 105.00; Aflac, 58.50; American Stamp & Marking, 211.70; Asure, 531.00;  Bomgaars Supply, 614.74; Carsten, Lee, 97.60; Central Dakota Times, 634.11; City of Mitchell, 14,509.45; First Dakota Bank, 462.67; Fox Law Firm, 391.14;  Gebhard, Alex, 52.80; Hanson, Janie, 66.80; Hanzlik, Angela, 54.20; Hein Law Office, 2011.72;  Hickey Heating LLC, 2935.62; Holan, Michael, 82.20; Howe, Dale, 75.20; Huezo, Iris, 120.00; Intellipro Security, 227.40;   Katterhagen, Mark, 40.00; Kennedy, Pier, Loftus, 192.00; Larson, Val, 40.00; Mairose & Steele 747.68; Maule, Theresa, 74.03; McLeod’s Printing, 240.00; Miller, Darrell, 6,612.00; Northwestern, 3723.15; Odens, Melissa, 102.90; Peterson, Cade, 64.00; Petty Cash, 107.35; Priebe, Karla, 71.00; Pukwana Town, 135.00; Randall, Kathleen, 68.20; Reeves, Megan, 25.20; SDACES, 45.00; SDSU Extension, 331.36; Sinkie Auto Repair, 125.60; Stekly Law Office, 712.89; Team Laboratory Chemical, 485.75; Tyler Technologies, 477.00; Wireless World, 2769.61.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
Salaries:  14,316.86  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 1097.36.  Retirement:  SDRS, 859.02. Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  Insurance:  2750.15.  Asure, 177.00; Bomgaars Supply, 308.39; C & S Truck Sales, 250.48; Department of Transportation, 3150.57; Lyle Signs, 1403.47; Northwestern, 1881.50; Riverview CDJR, 945.02; True North Steel, 11,520.00;  WW Tire Service Inc, 1533.16.
911 FUND
Mitchell 911 Regional, 11,057.81
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND
Salaries:  763.56  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 72.46.  Retirement:  SDRS, 45.84.  Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  
24/7 FUND
Salaries:  194.94.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 16.45.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.60.  Insurance Reimbursement:  20.13   Insurance:  Alllstate Insurance, 20.52. 
REGISTER OF DEEDS MODERNIZATION & PRESERVATION FUND
McLeod’s Printing 269.90.

ADJOURNMENT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adjourn at 10:25 am with the next meeting being held on 2-19-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:
____________________________                              __________________________________________
PAMELA PETRAK                        			  DONN DEBOER
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR     			  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
