February 3, 2026
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Jason Latham on February 3, 2026 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, and Charles Verhulst present, as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines 
ATTENDANCE


Those in attendance at the meeting during the day were Jeremy Humbracht, William Huston, Harrison Duran, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Misty Koan, Kayla Ketelsen and Laurie Elmore. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the minutes of January 6, 2026 as presented.

HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht reported on activities in his department.  

Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Voter – Clarkson-yes; Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Verhulst-yes; Latham-yes.

BRIDGE INSPECTION PROGRAM RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, 23 CFR 650 Subpart C, requires initial inspection of all bridges and reinspection at intervals not to exceed two years with the exception of reinforced concrete box culverts that meet specific criteria.  These culverts are reinspected at intervals no to exceed four years.


THEREFORE, Harding County is desirous of participating in the Bridge Inspection Program.

The County requests SDDOT to hire Brosz Engineering, Inc. (Consulting Engineer) for the inspection work.  SDDOT will secure federal approvals, make payments to the Consulting Engineer for inspection services rendered, and bill the County for 20% of the cost.  The County will be responsible for the required 20% matching funds.

EQUIPMENT PURCHASES


Humbracht presented information to the Board which included quotes for a mower and tractor.

A quote was received from Northern Truck Equipment Corp for a Tiger Mower in the amount of $47,722.51 plus $1,216.00 shipping for a total of $48,938.51.  The equipment can be purchased using Sourcewell Quote which would eliminate the need to call for bids.


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to purchase from Northern Truck Equipment, a RM 165 Self Contained Hydraulic System Tiger Mower, CAT II 3 Point Hitch Standard lift float with nitrogen accumulator, electronic joystick, 60” rotary head, 15’4” horizonal reach and 19’8” vertical reach.  The equipment is under Sourcewell Contract #032525-AGI for the total amount of $48,938.51

The Board also reviewed several quotes from five different vendors for new and used tractors.  After much discussion, Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to purchase a new 6m130 John Deere tractor, without loader and with a five year warranty in the amount of $178,361.60.   The equipment is being purchase using a Sourcewell contract which eliminates the need to bid.


All quotes are on file in the Auditor’s office for public review.

OPERATING TRANSFER


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to authorize the Auditor to do an 
Operating Transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Fair Fund in the amount of $7,500.

HEALTH INSURANCE


The Auditor presented the health insurance renewal for 2026 from Wellmark, Blue Cross Blue Shield.    The premium to the County will increase by 5.19%.


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to sign the renewal papers for the Blue Cross 
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Blue Shield health insurance renewal for 2026 effective April 1, 2026.

INVENTORIES


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the inventories of the Treasurer and Clerk of Courts. 
ABATEMENTS 


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve Abatement #2026-01 for 2025 taxes to Albert Limpert for a mobile home that was removed from the county in 2024.  Abatement is for Parcel #167133410MH in the amount of $2,166.00
REPORTS APPROVED


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the annual reports of the Harding County Register of Deeds, Harding County Fair Board and Harding County Conservation District. 

VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Verhulst and carried to Request State Aid for Salary of the Veteran Service Officer for the period of January 1, 2026 thru December 31, 2026.   The Auditor was directed to notify the SD Department of Veteran Affairs of the reimbursement request. 

ELECTION AGREEMENTS

Motion by Helms, seconded by Clarkson and carried to enter into a Combined Election Agreement with the Town of Buffalo, Town of Camp Crook and the Harding County School District 31-1.  The Agreement is to contract with the County to have the County administer and conduct the elections with the June 2, 2026 Primary Election. 
FOSSIL REPORT


Harrison Duran met with the Board to report on fossils that he has removed from County owned land, under a lease agreement, and the prep work he has been doing on them.   A slide presentation was given that showed the area of the removal and the fossils that have been collected.   He is currently working on a Triceratops named “Independence” and discussed what his hopes and plans are with the fossil.  


The current lease agreement with Mr. Duran expired December 31, 2025 but does allow an additional year from that date to sell the fossils.   Mr. Duran asked that the Board consider renewing the lease agreement on the location for an additional five years.


The Board directed the Auditor to advertise a hearing for a new five year lease agreement.  The hearing will be held at the March 3, 2026 Commissioner meeting.  

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to enter into Executive Session at 11:20 AM for the purpose of discussing personnel, per SDCL 1-25-2(1).  Latham declared the Board out of Executive Session at 11:35 AM.


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Clarkson and carried to enter into Executive Session at 1:20 PM for the purpose of discussing personnel, per SDCL 1-25-2(1).  Latham declared the Board out of Executive Session at 1:25 PM.


No action was taken by the Board as a result of the Executive Sessions.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Kathy Glines, Auditor/Emergency Manager; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor and Laurie Elmore, 4-H Educator, reported on activities in their departments.
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SURPLUS PROPERTY


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Helms and carried to declare two typewriters, two calculators, checkometer and three rapid print numbering machines that are located in the Treasurer’s department as surplus property for disposal. 

AIRPORT


Charlie Baker, KLJ Engineering, met with the Board via Zoom to report on the progress being made on the wildlife fence project at the airport.   He had a meeting with the FAA and they are still working on some concerns before they will release the county to make the necessary land purchases.  A Call for Bids cannot be done until the land purchases are completed. 

CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the following claims as presented:
January Payroll

Auditor’s office
8247.50
Treasurer’s office
8247.50
States Attorney office
5187.49
Director of Equalization office
8420.54
Register of Deeds office
8039.39
Veteran Service Officer
687.50

Sheriff’s office
 13225.49
Emergency Management
233.37
Airport Manager
625.00
Weed Control

1387.70
Highway office
8307.82
Highway maintenance crew
35063.80
Librarian

  1461.15
AFLAC

insurance
 978.86
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
health insurance
54396.78
Optilegra,Inc.
vision insurance
 75.76
SD Retirement System
January retirement
11804.72
SD Retirement Sup. Plan
January retirement
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50
US Treasury
January SS & WH
22192.18
February claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
3015.43
A & I Distributors
supplies
4376.15
Advanced Drug Testing
testing
31.20

Amazon

supplies
1387.89
AT & T Mobility
cell phone service – highway
51.57
Auto Value Belle Fourche
supplies & repair
1548.32

Black Hills Council
2026 membership
735.00
Bound Tree
supplies
1126.53

Buffalo Hardware 
supplies
   693.46
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
 98.52
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1991.13
Teri Ellingson
blood draw
60.00

Laurie Elmore
supplies
56.20

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities
130.50

Godfrey Brake Service
repair
 635.68
Government Forms & Supplies
supplies
76.65

Grand Electric
utilities
1594.09
Grand Electric
Community Action utilities
178.78
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H & L Super Value
supplies
101.88

HC Electric
repair
1488.44
John Deere Financial
repair
1718.14
Juneks

staff vehicle
40340.00

Denise Kalisiak
weed board meeting
46.25

KLJ Engineering
airport engineering
7410.89

Kara Koan
rental & custodial contract
3108.00

Kaeloni Latham
weed board meeting
44.80

Law Enforcement Systems
supplies
79.00

McLeod’s
supplies
122.53
Nation's Center News
publishing
410.76
National 4-H Council E-Commerce
supplies
135.53

Northwest Tire, Inc.
supplies
121.83

Olson Fuels
supplies
5903.83
Olson Propane
utilities – county
2598.73
Pitney Bowes Reserve
January postage
1011.90
Pitney Bowes Reserve
balance January postage
511.75

Pomp’s Tire
supplies
12574.66
Prairie Auto Parts
repair
308.27

Autumn Stenerson
expense
185.60

Wyatt Sabo
fuel
 35.00
SD Dept of Revenue
January collections  
87901.06 
SD Dept of Revenue
January sales tax
27.47
SDACHS

registration & 2026 dues
800.00
SDACO

M & P fund remittance
  78.00
SDDOT Finance Office
supplies
413.21

Ashley Secrest
weed board meeting
53.50

Servall

supplies
 1097.74
Staples

supplies
680.78

Stub’s Tire and Lube
repair
184.43

Mary Tarter
weed board meeting
56.40

Venoy Tenold
weed board meeting
52.05

Shop 4-H

supplies
95.56

The Current Connection
IT support
657.00
Ashly Williams
expense
174.00

Town of Buffalo
utilities 
648.35 
West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities January
914.40
West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities February
923.19
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAT utilities     
36.33
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Helms and carried to adjourn at 3:00 PM. 
SIGNED:__________________________________
                Jason Latham, Chairman

ATTEST:__________________________________

                Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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