[bookmark: _Hlk187238705]REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
March 5, 2026	
	The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  DeBoer, Swanson, Leiferman, Dozark and Mairose.  Also present: Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.  No public comments or conflicts of interest were declared.  

 ADOPT AGENDA
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adopt the agenda.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk200030627][bookmark: _Hlk192234947]Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the minutes of 2-19-2026. All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

DISTRICT III
	Lori Cowman, Executive Director of District III met with the Board and gave a performance review of 2025 and previous years.  

PLANNING & ZONING AMENDMENT
	The 2nd reading of the amendment was held on proposed changes to section 1525 regarding expiration of building permits, conditional uses and variances.  The changes are as follows:  
CURRENT PLANNING & ZONIING ORDINANCE 

Section 1525	Expiration of Building Permits, Conditional Uses and Variance
If the work described in any building permit, conditional use, or variance has not begun within one hundred eighty (180) days, or been completed within two (2) years from the date of issuance thereof, said permit shall expire; it shall be cancelled by the Zoning Administrator, and written notice thereof shall be given to the persons affected, together with notice that further work, as described in the cancelled permit, shall not proceed unless and until a renewed permit has been obtained at no additional charge unless substantial changes have been made to the initial permit application. 

PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE ORDINACE 

[bookmark: _Hlk218238208]Section 1525	Expiration of Building Permits, Conditional Uses and Variance
If the work described in any building permit, conditional use, or variance has not begun within one hundred eighty (180) days, or been completed within two (2) years from the date of issuance thereof, said permit shall expire; it shall be cancelled by the Zoning Administrator, and written notice thereof shall be given to the persons affected, together with notice that further work, as described in the cancelled permit, shall not proceed unless and until a new building permit, conditional use, or variance has been obtained. 

	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the amendment to the Planning & Zoning manual.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to accept the resignation of Rikki Middletent as a Jailer effective February 26, 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to accept the resignation of Amerie Shields as a Jailer effective February 26, 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
	Highway Superintendent Mike Schlaffman advised that in the 2026 budget Highway 16 was to receive an overlay of 1 to 1 ½”.  Schlaffman advised that there is a new procedure to improve roads called Microsurfacing that uses a mixture of different products and is applied to the roads as a slurry that will even the road surface more effectively than an overlay at a reduced cost.  The overlay project from Kimball to Pukwana was budgeted at $1.6 million in the 2026 budget and a quote from IMEG to microsurface the same area is $717,498.00.  Schlaffman advised that he had traveled to some of the other Counties that have utilized this product to inspect the procedure and visit with the County Officials, which were all very happy with the way the project had held up.  No action taken at this time.  

MOTOR GRADER ACCIDENT
	South Dakota Public Assurance Alliance Insurance Company sent a proposal to Brule County to pay $200,000 for the motor grader that was wrecked and totaled.  Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to table the offer and send a counter offer to the insurance company to include the tires on the old motor grader.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	  
MOTOR GRADER BIDS
	Two bids were received for a used motor grader 
RDO Equipment Company – Sioux Falls, SD  a 2020 John Deere 772G motor grader, 1354 hours - $275,000 an additional 4 year warranty - $15,305.00.  Total - $290,305.00.
	Butler – 2023 Caterpillar Model 150-15AWD Motor Grader, with warranty until 2-16-2028 - $377,310.00.  
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to accept the bid from RDO Equipment Company with the 4 year warranty at a cost of  $290,305.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

SALE OF COUNTY GIS & DATA FILES
	Director of Equalization Kim Kontz addressed the Board regarding the fee collected for giving our GIS and data files to companies.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to set the price of the GIS Layer at $5000 and the data information at $1.00/parcel.  The contracts will be reworded to include the prices.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried. 

NURSE CONTRACT
	Wade Huntington, SD Department of Health called into the meeting to discuss the reasons why the County did not want to renew the contract.  Commissioner Swanson advised that the cost of $23,613.53 was very costly for the number of hours that the nurse and WIC provider were actually in the courthouse.  Commissioner Swanson did not want the services to be discontinued and the space could still be utilized by the providers.  Huntington advised that the services would still be provided  without the County monetary contribution.   Huntington went on to say that he would send a different contract indicating the use of the space only.  

LAWN CARE QUOTE
	Brondsema Tree & Lawn submitted a quote to do the Lawn Care at the Sheriff’s Office, Courthouse and the Ag Building in Pukwana at a cost of $2,701.00.  Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the quote of Brondsema Tree & Lawn for lawn care for Brule County.  All members voted aye.  Brondsema Tree & Lawn bought Little Man Mowing’s equipment and business.  

JAIL CONTRACT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to sign a contract with Davison County Jail to house prisoners on an as needed basis - $105.00/day.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to enter executive session to discuss personnel issues at 11:02 am.  Executive session declared over at 11:15 am.  No action taken.  

AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER
	The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 2-28-2026 a balance of $8,207,034.10 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES
	The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $4,001.18 for February, 2026.
  
	
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet, Register of Deeds Statement of Fees, Emergency Manager Salary Grant, SD Public Assurance Alliance Insurance, Jury Trial Costs.  

APPROVE CLAIMS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the following payroll and bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND
Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 3735.01; Treasurer, 3892.23; States Attorney, 6777.33; Assessor, 3610.69; Planning Commission, 238.17; Register of Deeds, 2213.96; Sheriff, 10,904.65; Jail, 15,073.49; Courthouse, 1500.81; Veteran Service, 922.60; Victim Witness, 247.61.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 4054.29.  Retirement:  SDRS, 3195.84.  Insurance Reimbursement:  2748.18.  Insurance:  Allstate Insurance, 6153.97. Adamson, Ethan, 28.20; Assman, Joy, 440.80; Avera Occupational Medicine, 37.70; Baldwin, David, 102.80; Blue Light Investigation, 312.50; Bohlen, Meya, 11.40; Borah, Mary, 40.80; Burke, Coltan, 128.00; Byre, Kami, 11.40; Cameron, Karlie, 11.40; Carsten, Lee, 97.60; Carsten, Rhoda, 59.00; Central Dakota Times, 332.19; Chasing Hawk, Cody, 11.40; Cozine Electric, 65.40; Department of Public Safety, 91.48; Deffenbaugh, Glee, 38.00; Deiterman, Adam, 11.40; Dougherty, Scott, 12.80; Drake, Lance, 39.40; Ducheneaux Sinclair Robert, 40.80; Engel, Rebecca, 15.60; Falor, Nancy, 43.60; Ferreira, Tonya, 10.00; First Dakota Bank, 344.08; Flakus, Payton, 10.00; Fox, Richard, 38.00; Gebhard, Alex, 52.80; George, Frankee, 24.00; Gill, Amber, 11.40; Hageman, Jerome, 38.00; Hanson, Janie, 66.80; Hanzlik, Angela, 54.20; Headley, Joanne, 26.80; Hein Law Office, 1455.70; Herman, Clinton, 102.80; Holan, Michael, 82.20; Hopkins Plumbing, Heating & AC, 636.90;  Howe, Dale, 75.20; Janish, Louis, 184.00; Jones, James, 362.50; Keyser, Glen, 102.80; Koenig, John, 11.40; Killion, Deah, 17.00; Killion, James, 14.20; Konechne, Christopher, 170.00; Konechne, Jansen, 24.00; Konechne, Marvin, 52.00; Konechne, Patti Ann, 46.40; Kroupa, Marvin, 170.00; Larsen, Jill, 11.40; Leiferman, Cassi, 45.00; Luke, Heather, 38.00 Mairose & Steele 3204.00; McDermond, Evan, 105.60; Meyerink, Kellen, 11.40; Miller, Charlene, 104.22; Miller, Darrell, 5676.00; Moore, Duwayne, 38.00; Pazour, Reta, 158.80; Peterson, Cade, 64.00; Petty Cash, 101.55; Pickner, Gregory, 11.40; Phillips, Kimberly, 17.00; Priebe, Karla, 71.00; Pulse, Nicole, 52.00; Pukwana Town, 135.00; Randall, Kathleen, 68.20; Schaub, Elizabeth, 11.40; Schaub, Nicholas, 11.40; Schlaffman, Mike, 115.00; Schochenmaier, Elizabeth, 11.40; Schooler, Paulette, 17.00; Schroeder, Renee, 14.20; Schuh, Lana, 11.40; Schumacher, Ira, 115.00; Selland, Charles, 102.80; Selland, Michelle, 11.40; Shields Embroidery & Design, 215.46 Shoenrock, Mitchell, 38.00; Shrake, Shelby, 10.00; Small Jumper, Michelle, 14.20; Soulek, Penni, 11.40; SD Association of County Commissioners, 2867.00; Stadler, Donald, 198.00; Steckly Law Office, 1070.89; Swanson, Sharman, 24.00; Taggart, Megan, 102.80; Traversie, Inez, 17.00; Truman, Jessamy, 184.00;  VanGuard Appraisals Inc, 13,800.00; Wagner, Paula, 11.40; Weins, Bennett, 66.00; Wolf, Michael, 11.40; Yankton County Treasurer, 153.75.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
Salaries:  14,012.48  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 1076.89.  Retirement:  SDRS, 840.76. Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  Insurance:  2636.78.  C & S Truck Sales, 1781.64; Central Dakota Times,32.23; Crafco Inc, 3717.00; Duba, Dwight, 147.96;Heath Lumber Company, 78.29; JG Welding, 138.00; Northwestern, 49.66; Overweg Repair, 90.56; RDO Equipment, 8884.69; Schlaffman, Mike, 62.59; WW Tire Service Inc, 224.48.
911 FUND
Central Dakota Times, 16.12.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND
Salaries:  763.56  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 72.46.  Retirement:  SDRS, 45.81.  Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.
24/7 FUND
Salaries:  194.94.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 16.95.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.60.  Insurance Reimbursement:  26.77   Insurance:  Alllstate Insurance, 13.88.  

ADJOURNMENT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adjourn at 11:40 am with the next meeting being held on 3-19-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:
____________________________                              __________________________________________
PAMELA PETRAK                        			  DONN DEBOER
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR     			  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
