[bookmark: _Hlk187238705]REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
May 21, 2026	
	The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  DeBoer, Swanson, Leiferman, and Mairose.  Absent - Dozark Also present: Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer, Janet Petrak – Central Dakota Times.  Darby & Sara Klein, Sheena Larsen, Sara Rasmussen, Steve and Annie Schoenhard, Frank & Michelle Willrodt, Mike Hosek and Maria Goodman.  No public comments were noted.  Commissioner Leiferman declared a conflict of interest in the Belitz appeal – VRBO.

 ADOPT AGENDA
	Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adopt the agenda.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk200030627][bookmark: _Hlk192234947]Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the minutes of 5-5-26. All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
	
FUEL BIDS
	Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to table the fuel bids.  All members vote aye.  Motion carried.  

DIRECTOR OF EQUALIZATION
	Director of Equalization Kim Kontz asked permission to hire a part time temporary person to help re-assess properties in Brule County.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the part-time temporary person.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried. 

FLOODPLAIN CONTACT UPDATE
 	SD Office of Emergency Management requested an update to contacts for Brule County regarding Floodplains.  Kim Kontz, Donn DeBoer and Sharman Swanson were added to the contact list.  

PLAT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the following plat:  A plat of Lot 1 of Randall Addition in the NW ¼ of Section 23 T 102 N R 71 W of the 5th P.M. Brule County, SD.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
	Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to enter Board of Adjustment at 9:15 am regarding the following zoning issues:
	Planning & Zoning Administrator Kim Kontz was made aware of individuals residing in the Eagle’s Nest Development that were advertising and running VRBO’s in this area.  Several of the other residents in this development did not want this to continue and Kontz advised that it is not allowed per the Brule County Zoning Manual in a R1 residential area.   A cease-and-desist letter was sent to the 3 individuals running the VRBO’s.  
	Variance for North Ridge Builders – applicants are requesting a variance to operate a part-time bed and breakfast on their property located at Lot 4, Split Gulch South Subdivision 2-104-71, Chamberlain Township.  Planning & Zoning Board recommended a denial as the definition of a bed and breakfast is a dwelling occupied by a family and used incidentally to provide accommodation and meals to guests for remuneration, but shall not include a boarding house, residential care facility, hotel, motel or similar uses.  Planning & Zoning Administrator Kim Kontz advised that North Ridge Builders do not reside in the dwelling, so therefore it is not allowed.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to deny the variance.  Roll call vote:  Leiferman – aye; Swanson – aye; Mairose – aye; DeBoer – aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  
	Appeal to the Cease-and-Desist Letter – Clarence and Darcy Belitz – appealing the letter to cease and desist running a VRBO in a R1 Residential area.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to deny the appeal, accept the Planning & Zoning Administrator’s findings that it is in violation of R1 section 711 to uphold the cease and desist letter.  Commissioner Leiferman abstained from the vote.  Roll call vote:  Swanson – aye; Mairose – aye; DeBoer – aye.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried unanimously.  
	Conditional Use – TMG Properties – applicants are requesting a conditional use to operate a truck terminal in an agricultural district on their property.  The definition of a truck or equipment terminal is a building, structure or place where six (6) or more commercially licensed trucks are rented, leased, kept for hire, stored or parked for compensation, or from which trucks or transports, stored or parked on the property, are dispatched for hire as common carriers, and which may include warehouse space.   Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the conditional use for no more than 10 trucks and no salvage trucks.  Roll call vote:  Leiferman – aye; Swanson – aye; Mairose – nay; DeBoer – aye.  Motion carried.  
	Board of Adjustment over at 9:32 am and continued as Board of Commissioners.  	

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
	Highway Superintendent Mike Schlaffman presented the contract with IMEG Engineering Firm and Fahrner Asphalt Sealers of Plover, WI to micro seal Highway 16 from Kimball to Pukwana and the Farm to Market Road to be finished by September 16th, 2026.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to sign the contract.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

RURAL  ACCESS INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING
	Red Lake Township applied for the rural access infrastructure funding from Brule County for a culvert replaced on 255th Street.  The total project was $32,139.05, the County pays 80% and the township is responsible for 20% of the project.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to pay Red Lake Township $25,711.24 from the Rural Access Infrastructure Fund.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   	

PERSONNEL
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the resignation of Shilo Olson from the Highway Department effective May 28, 2026 and to hire him part time at his current rate of pay when he is available from his other job, seasonal or until a replacement is found.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BUDGET SUPPLEMENT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to supplement the Juvenile Detention Budget $40,000 for housing juveniles at Hughes County Juvenile Facility.  All members voted aye.   Motion carried.  

RAFFLE
	Brule County Shooting Club asked permission to do a raffle for fundraising for a trip to Arkansas.  The raffle will be conducted from the Commissioners approval (today) until the end of June.  Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the raffle.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried. 

ELECTION EQUIPMENT
	Auditor Petrak advised that Brule County had money allocated to spend on election equipment from the Help America Vote Act.  Petrak advised she had received a quote on poll pads which is a Ipad that checks in the voters at the polling locations and update voter history after the election.  Due to the cost of the replacement costs, mobile hotspots, etc Auditor Petrak advised that she was not going to purchase the poll pads.   

POOR RELIEF
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve a poor relief claim for a burial for a Brule County individual.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

SURPLUS PROPERTY
	The windows in the Courthouse are scheduled to be replaced starting in June.  
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to surplus the windows from the Courthouse.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter executive session at 9:46 am to discuss personnel and legal issues.  Executive session declared over at 10:27 am.	 

APPROVE CLAIMS
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the following payroll and bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND
Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 2918.48; Treasurer, 3809.57; States Attorney, 6768.19; Assessor, 3148.99; Planning Commission, 238.17; Register of Deeds, 2213.96; Sheriff, 11,300.62; Jail, 12,791.41; Courthouse, 1593.93; Veteran Service, 922.60; Victim Witness, 246.00.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3806.65  Retirement:  SDRS, 2968.26.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3041.17.  Insurance:  Allstate Insurance, 6906.01. Andera, Glenda, 22.50; Brondsema Tree & Law Service, 700.00; Burke Oil Company, 2724.77; Byre Brothers Inc, 167.00; Carsten, Lee, 97.60; Chamberlain Ace Hardware, 33.57; Chamberlain Food Center, 203.32; Computer Forensic Resources, 2990.00; Davison County Sheriff’s office, 1365.00; Election Systems & Software, 3078.67; Gebhard, Alex, 52.80; Hanson, Janie, 66.80; Hanzlik, Angela, 54.20; Heiman Fire Equipment, 320.50; Hein Law Office, 1992.74; Holan, Michael, 82.20; Howe, Dale, 75.20;  Janssen Law LLC, 277.50; Johnson, Pochop Law Office, 1835.89; Kaleb’s Service, 132.58; Kontz, Kimberly, 70.00; Lincoln County Auditor, 130.00; Mairose & Steele 254.18; Mastercard, 2381.86; Maule, Theresa, 509.64; Meyer, Steve, 509.64; Midstate Communications, 175.97;  Office Products Center, 99.68; Pennington County Jail, 291.06; Priebe, Doreen, 158.90; Priebe, Karla, 71.00; Ramkota Hotel, 493.50; Randall, Kathleen, 68.20; Reliance Telephone, 160.00; Sanford Health Network, 853.00; Servall Uniform/Linen Company, 53.90; Tech Solutions, 753.20; Verizon Connect, 45.50; Verizon Wireless, 203.32; Winner Police Department, 760.00.   
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
Salaries:  14,496.90  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 1076.82.  Retirement:  SDRS, 869.83.  Insurance:  2569.74  American Garage Door, 426.79; Aurora Brule Rural Water, 39.00; Brooks Hardware, 176.15; C & S Truck Sales, 885.80; Caba, Jared, 43.00; Central Electric Cooperative, 255.00; City of Kimball, 68.34; Donaldson Ditching, 5950.00; Heiman Fire Equipment, 801.50; IMEG Consultants Corporation, 2500.00; Mastercard, 6.80; Michelle’s Market, 147.48; Pheasantland Industries, 704.76; Petty Cash, 15.60; RDO Equipment Company, 301,757.86; Siouxland Trailer Sales, 967.23; Tech Solutions, 10.00; Verizon Wireless, 39.72.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND
Salaries:  763.56  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 72.46.  Retirement:  SDRS, 45.81.  Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  Tech Solutions, 38.30. 
24/7 FUND
Salaries:  194.94.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 16.89.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.60.  Insurance Reimbursement:  25.91   Insurance:  Allstate Insurance, 13.88.  Attorney General’s Office, 549.00; Mergers Marketing Inc, 296.25; Tech Solutions, 20.00. 
REGISTER OF DEEDS MODERNIZATION & PRESERVATION FUND
Andera, Glenda, 22.50; Ramkota Hotel, 70.50.
ADJOURNMENT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adjourn at 10:30 am with the next meeting being held on 6-4-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:
____________________________                              __________________________________________
PAMELA PETRAK                        			  DONN DEBOER
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR     			  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
