April 19, 2022
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


The Board of Harding County Commissioners reconvened in session at 9:00 AM on April 19, 2022.  Chairman Charles Verhulst called the meeting to order with members William Clarkson, Matt DeBow, John Helms and Dean Wagner present as well as Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines.  

ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Highway Superintendent Brad Bowers, Kurt Hanson, Buck Buchanan, Jeremy Humbracht, Doug Kinniburgh, Greg Vavra, Misty Koan and Robert Johnson. 
ABATEMENT/REFUND


Motion by Helms, seconded by Wagner and carried to approve property tax refund #22-05 to the Karolina Nible Estate in the amount of $116.20.  Refund is for 2021 taxes, payable 2022, for a tax on 70 acres, which the Estate does not own, located in W2E2, NW4 (except Lots 1), E2SW4 of 36-17-4 that was also taxed to a different property owner. 

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms, and carried to approve property tax abatement #22-06 in the amount of $313.16 to Continental Resources, Inc. for the Table Mountain Well #3401 located in SW4SE4 of 1-22-3.  The well was plugged and the DOE was notified in March 2021 and agreed to a correction but missed getting removed during Equalization. 
CLAIMS

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Wagner and carried to approve the following Claims.  It is noted by the Board that they acknowledge that the vehicle purchased from Wagner Auto is $510.00 above the bid limits.
Amazon
supplies
481.14

Avenza Systems, Inc
supplies
129.99

Carl’s Trailer Sales
supplies
62.47

Clinical Lab of BH
autopsy
1675.00

Executive Mgmt. Finance Office               supplies



30.60
Glines Electric
                                          repair 



           116.28
Intoximeters


                supplies



48.00

Lion’s Civic Center


   rental




40.00

Meade County Auditor
                             prisoner care                                        160.00

Monument Health                                       morgue fees                                         461.00
Monumental Health                                    supplies                                                234.72

Nation’s Center News                                 publishing                                            313.57
SD Dept. of Health                                     testing                                                   100.00

SDACO                                                       M&P                                                    108.00

Shop 4-H
                                          supplies
                                        93.45

Wagner Auto Company                              pickup                                               50510.00

West River Telephone                                utilities-county                                     911.07
West River Telephone                                utilities-clinic                                       152.08
West River Telephone                                utilities-CAT bldg.                                34.68
USFS


Kurt Hanson and Buck Buchanan with the USFS, Camp Crook, presented information on the moisture reports from various areas around the county and discussed the condition of the Custer Gallatin National Forest in Harding County.  Discussion was also held on the Forest Service grazing permits.   Hanson reported on the Riley Pass uranium abatement project.
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COOPERATIVE LAW AGREEMENT


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to sign the 2022 Cooperative Law Enforcement Annual Operating & Financial Plan between Harding County and USFS Custer Gallatin National Forest. 

ROAD DISCUSSION

Doug Kinniburgh, SD Department of Transportation, and Greg Vavra, SD Local Transportation Assistance Program (LTAP) met with the Board to discuss the Bridge Improvement Grant Funding Program (BIG) which is an 80/20 match grant to assist counties with repair or replacement of bridges.  Harding County estimated replacement cost to replace all of the bridges in the county is $17,449,156 or a per year cost of $348,983.  The County does not qualify for any of the grant funding due to not having a wheel tax.  Discussion was held on the implementation of a wheel tax and the County could basically determine their own rate and what it would apply to if they decided to implement one.  Discussion continued on what factors are considered when the BIG grants are awarded.

Discussion was also held on the possible designation of secondary roads.  The Legislature has allocated Rural Access funds to each county for the inventory, repair or replacement of small structures on secondary roads in each county.  Harding County does not have any of the roads on the County maintained system designated as secondary, as all of them are part of the primary road system.  The Board would like to redesignate a few of the primary roads to a secondary classification to allow the County to spend the funds that have been allocated to the County.   The Rural Access funds cannot be spent on primary roads.   A Resolution to change the designation will need to be adopted by the Board no later than May 31, 2022 in order to be eligible for the funding.  Glines and Bowers will work with the State to get the Resolution prepared and have it for the Board to consider at their May 10, 2022 meeting.
RECESS


The Board recessed as a Board of Commissioners from 12:00 to 2:05.
WEED CONTROL


Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, discussed a prairie dog town that is encroaching on one of the County maintained roads.   


Koan also reported that Robin Humbracht will start as a seasonal weed sprayer, at the rate of $15.00 per hour.  Humbracht is scheduled to start the first week in May, 2022. 

CUSTODIAL AND GROUNDS PROPOSALS


The Board reviewed the 5 proposals that were opened on April 5th for the custodial and grounds maintenance contract.   


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Verhulst to offer the contract to Kara Koan at the rate of $2,500 per month for a three year period.  Roll Call Vote:  Clarkson-yes; DeBow-yes; Helms-yes; Wagner-no; Verhulst-yes.  Motion carried 4 to 1.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Wagner, seconded by Clarkson and carried to adjourn at 3:20 PM.   The next meeting will be held on May 10 (second Tuesday) rather than May 3 (first Tuesday) due to scheduling conflicts. 
Signed:_______________________________ 

Charles Verhulst, Chairman

       
ATTEST:_____________________________

Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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