[bookmark: _Hlk187238705]REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
July 2, 2026	
	The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  DeBoer, Swanson, Leiferman, Dozark and Mairose.  Also present: Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer, Janet Petrak – Central Dakota Times, Jim Ketelhut District 3 Commissioner Elect.  No public comments were declared.   Commissioner Leiferman declared a conflict of interest with the Belitz appeal.

 ADOPT AGENDA
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adopt the agenda.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk200030627][bookmark: _Hlk192234947]Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the minutes of 6-18-26. All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

PLANNING & ZONING VIOLATION
	A zoning violation (short term rental or VRBO) was noted and a fine was issued by the Director of Equalization to the owners of the property.  The owners appealed the fine of $500.00.  Clarence and Darcy Belitz and Deb Weber were present for the discussion.  Belitz wanted to know who was taking the pictures of the vehicles staying at his VRBO, which Kim Kontz, Planning & Zoning Administrator advised that she was the one that took the photos.  Belitz then wanted to know how we knew who the vehicle belonged to, Kontz said she did not try to find that information out.  Belitz was asked if the vehicle in question was there renting the VRBO after he was instructed to cease operations and he advised that yes but they left on the 29th of May and that is the day that the fine was assessed.  Belitz advised that other building permits have been issued out of the Planning & Zoning Office allowing living quarters in the buildings in the same development.  Commissioner Swanson said that was not true, a variance was issued for the size of the building not anything to do with living quarters.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to deny the appeal and the fine needs to be assessed.  All members voted aye.  Belitz later paid the fine while the Board was still in session.  

PERSONNEL
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to accept hire Brian Larson part time effective July 9, 2026 and to increase Dan Knippling’s wage from $20.00 to $22.00/hour part time.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to hire Dusty Rose part time in the 4H office at $15.00/hour effective June 29, 2026.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
	Brian and Lisa Larson met with the Board regarding 250th Street.  Larson advised that the road is in bad condition for the high truck traffic, the speed is an issue along with the overweight trucks.  The road is just beat up.  Larson advised that he has applied Mag Chloride for dust control which affects the roadway.  Schlaffman advised that they are going to work on that road, pull shoulders, etc so will move that road in the rotation and work on it sooner rather than later.  
	Mike Schlaffman, Highway Superintendent asked permission to purchase a walk and roll that is an additional piece of equipment on the back of the Motor Grader to help work the roads.  Schlaffman advised that he budgeted for a belly dump trailer at $75,000 however, unable to find one in that price range so would like to use the budgeted money to purchase the walk and roll at $41,000.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the purchase of 2 walk and roll pieces of equipment at $82,000.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  



KIMBALL POLLING LOCATION
	The polling location for the residents of Precinct 2 which includes residents of Kimball City, Highland, Kimball, Lyon, Plainfield, Pleasant Grove, Plummer, Torrey Lake, Waldro, Wilbur and Willow Lake Townships is going to be moved from the Kimball Legion to the Kimball Protestant Church on Babcock Street due to Main Street construction going on currently in Kimball.  

PLAT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the following plat:  A plat of Tract 1 of Nepodal Addition in the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ Section 29, T 101N R 68W of Brule County.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
SENATE BILL 96
	A discussion was held on the pros and cons of the SB 96 which allows Counties to add an additional .05% sales tax.  No decision made at this time.  

BUDGETS
	Preliminary budgets were handed out to the Commissioners.  Discussion was held on insurance and wages but no firm decisions were made at this time.  

TRAVEL REQUESTS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to allow the Custodian, Cody Cosgrove to attend a boiler training in Sturgis, SD August 20, 2025.  Motel and meals  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to allow Katheryn Benton, Emergency Manager to attend a Medical Management of Chem, Bio, Radiological, Nuclear and Explosive Events July 28 & 29, 2026.  Motel and meals.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter executive session at 11:07 am to discuss personnel and legal issues.  Executive session declared over at 11:39 am.

REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditors Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet, Register of Deeds Statement of Fees, Thank You Note PILT payment.  

AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER
	The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 6-30-2026 a balance of $8,838,633.31 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES
	The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $8,258.74 for June, 2026.

APPROVE CLAIMS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the following payroll and bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND
Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 2615.96; Treasurer, 3890.66; States Attorney, 6781.95; Assessor, 4751.18; Planning Commission, 238.17; Register of Deeds, 2213.96; Sheriff, 11,293.35; Jail, 12,573.38; Courthouse, 1559.52; Veteran Service, 922.60; Victim Witness, 248.43; Weed & Pest, 694.97.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 4019.81  Retirement:  SDRS, 2957.79.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3134.04.   Bailey, Shirley, 40.30; Bill’s Handyman Service, 679.16; Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial, 325.13; Bomgaars Supply, 415.12; Department of Transportation, 321.24; Dobberstein, Gwen, 65.50; Election Systems and Software, 837.89; Falor, Ron, 71.10; Haynes, Karen, 38.20; Hein Law Office, 1047.13; Hickey Heating LLC, 1660.48; Johnson, Debra, 40.30; Miller, Darrell, 5160.00; Northwestern, 4122.23;  Office Products Center, 412.18; Steve Smith Law Office, 2151.25; Thomas, Tim, 426.12; Thomson Reuters – West Group, 374.70; Titan Machinery, 764.14.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
Salaries:  11,259.15  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 861.30.  Retirement:  SDRS, 675.56.  Insurance:  2544.68   Bill’s Handyman Service, 529.98; Bomgaars Supply, 67.94; C & S Truck Sales, 1318.62; Northwestern, 192.34.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND
Salaries:  763.56  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 86.12.  Retirement:  SDRS, 45.81.  Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  
24/7 FUND
Salaries:  194.94.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 17.68.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.60.  Insurance Reimbursement:  36.23  
911 FUND
Mitchell Regional 911, 8089.59.
ADJOURNMENT
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to adjourn at 11:00 am with the next meeting being held on 7-2-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:
____________________________                              __________________________________________
PAMELA PETRAK                        			  DONN DEBOER
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR     			  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
