	
	
	





Page 2 of 2
2 February 2026

City Council Meeting
Springfield, South Dakota
February 2, 2026

The regular meeting of the City Council was held on February 2, 2026 at the CSC. The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Kostal. The Pledge of Allegiance was spoken. Roll Call: Burch absent, Dietsch, Ludens, Mueller and Mayor Kostal were present. Also present, Finance Officer Larson, Asst FO Rothschadl, Springfield Times Reporter Bochman, Attorney Barrett, PO Damico, Carol Hagen (via phone), Vance Branton (via phone), Bob and Mary VanOort, Will Paulson, Chris Mace, Kimberlee Schroeder and Larry DeJong. 

MONTHLY ITEMS:  Agenda Approval:  Ludens moved, Mueller second to approve the agenda as amended. Three voted in favor, one absent, motion carried. Minutes Approval: Mueller moved, Ludens second to approve the minutes of January 5, 2026 meeting. Three voted in favor, one absent, motion carried. Claims Approval: Dietsch moved, Ludens second to approve the claims as presented. Three voted in favor, one absent, motion carried. A-OX Welding Supply, supplies, 92.20; Appeara, rugs & supplies, 126.28; Aqua-Pure Inc, chemical, 4139.96; AT&T, utilities, 266.98; B&H Publishing, publishing, 157.11; B-Y Water District, utilities, 393.00; B-Y Electric, utilities, 128.00; Bon Homme Title Co, E&O Search, 600.00; Chase Pest Service, Spray Services, 40.00; City of Sioux Falls, water testing, 52.74; City of Springfield, Donation & Filing Fee, 131.26; Corporate Trust TFM, C461071-01 payment, 23917.26; DGR Engineering, airport engineering, 10467.16; Den Herder, Hovden, & Barrett, December services, 500.00; District III, 2026 dues, 1539.00; Dust-Tex Service, janitorial supplies, 159.16; First Savings Banks, supplies, 44.40; Goldenwest, utilities, 757.68; Hawkins, chemical, 60.00; Heartland Humane Society, dog intake, 180.00; Henry Shein Medical EMS, supplies, 504.20; JCL Solutions, supplies, 710.46;  Kaul’s, service police pick-up, 19.06; Leaf, copier contract, 128.79; Luke Repair, fuel & repair, 1204.23; Midwest Petroleum Equipment, fuelmaster service, 1812.02; Kelly Namminga, 2026 Libib subscription, 99.00; Northwestern, utilities, 10017.49; One Source, copies, 41.15; Overdrive Inc, 2026 subscription, 600.00; PCC, November, 974.43; Joe Pruss, ATC conference reimbursement, 311.40; Royal Sport Shop, ambulance plaque & plates, 108.00; SD Municipal League, legislative rib dinner & 2026 annual dues, 1989.00; TG Technical Services, WTP instrument, 222.00; TwoTrees, monthly services, 1910.70; Water & Environmental; water testing, 88.00; Williams Sanitation, utilities, 212.00. Payroll Deductions: SD Retirement System 3734.74; Principal Life Insurance 42.06; Avera Health Plans 5829.32; Supplemental Retirement 180.00; Messerli & Kramer P.A. 816.27; Companion Life 144.50; First Savings Bank 7968.04. Payroll by Department: GENERAL- Mayor/Council 1339.06; Finance Office 2674.88; Police 4211.23; Streets 4932.46; Snow 258.64; Airport 924.13; Ambulance 3832.89; Library 748.57; WATER 4232.12; SEWER 4993.96.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:  Ludens moved, Mueller second to approve the Finance Officer’s Report. Three voted in favor, one absent, motion carried.



DONATION(S): Mueller moved, Dietsch second to accept the donation of $2,000.00 from BH County to the ambulance. Three voted in favor, one absent, motion carried.  Burch entered at 6:39pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Paulson formally served the City and the Common Council with a civil lawsuit exiting at 6:40pm. Bob VanOort expressed concerns regarding  the update of zoning ordinances not being finished. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: CDBG award letter for $770,000 toward the 11th, Ash, & Oak Street project.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: Reports were reviewed from the following departments – Utilities, Streets, Police, Airport, Library, Finance Office and Mayor. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: Water Treatment Plant Update:  Feimer Pay #33 - $17,622.50: Mueller moved, Burch second to approve Feimer Pay App #33 for $17,622.50. All voted in favor, motion carried.  Airport - Final DGR Engineering invoice received; submitting FAA close out paperwork; warranty work coming.

OLD BUSINESS: Personnel Policy Manual Section III: Ludens moved, Mueller second to pick up from table. All voted in favor, motion carried. Ludens moved, Dietsch second to amend Section 3.2 for part-time employees (benefit eligible) to offer South Dakota Retirement only to those working at least 20 hours but fewer than 40 per week. Council members discussed employee classifications, including possible adjustments and future considerations. Ludens rescinded her motion, discussion resumed. Ludens moved, Mueller second to table the Personnel Policy Manual Section III. All voted in favor, motion carried.  Marilyn Stone entered the meeting via phone at 6:55pm.  12 Critical Police Policies: Ludens moved, Burch second to pick up from table. All voted in favor, motion carried. Burch moved, Dietsch second to approve the 12 Critical Police Policies as presented. All voted in favor, motion carried. 2026 FD Maintenance Agreement Amendment: Burch moved, Dietsch second to approve the 2026 FD Maintenance Agreement Amendment as amended. All voted in favor, motion carried. Abandoned/ Property Update: Jones Property, (Former) Richey Property, Planning & Zoning Ordinance: No updates at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS: CIP Review: The Council held a discussion on the 2027–2031 priorities, including key focus areas for the upcoming planning period.  Historical Society Property MOA: Mueller moved, Burch second to approve the Historical Society Property Insurance MOA as presented. All voted in favor, motion carried. 2025 Annual Report: Mueller moved, Dietsch second to approve the 2025 Annual Report Agreement with Schoenfish & Co, Inc. All voted in favor, motion carried. Waive Deposit Request: Dietsch moved, Mueller second to approve Vance Branton of 702 LLC’s request to waive the water deposit. All voted in favor, motion carried. Police Vehicle Discussion: Ludens and Dietsch will work with PO Damico for a complete inspection and diagnostic on the police pickup.  SDPAA Intergovernmental Agreement: Dietsch moved, Burch second to approve the SDPAA Intergovernmental Agreement as presented. All voted in favor, motion carried. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mueller moved, Burch second to move into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2 (1) Personnel and (3) Legal. All voted in favor, entered at 8:04 pm, exiting at 9:10pm. Mueller moved, Burch second to hire Cassie J. Jelsma as pool manager at $4200 for the season. All voted in favor, motion carried.  Ludens moved, Burch second to pursue a purchase agreement with the Russell D. Jones estate. All voted in favor, motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT: Mueller moved, Ludens second to adjourn. All voted in favor, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:17pm. 


		Scott L. Kostal 
		Mayor

Amanda Larson 
Finance Officer 
Published one time at an approximate cost of ___________ 

City Offices and Departments will be closed Monday, February 16, 2026, for Presidents’ Day.
Next regular meeting will be Monday, March 2, 2026 at 6:30 pm at the CSC. 
Board of Equalization Special Meeting will be Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at the CSC. 
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