[bookmark: _Hlk187238705]REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
July 16, 2026	
	The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  DeBoer, Swanson, Leiferman, Dozark and Mairose.  Also present: Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer, Janet Petrak – Central Dakota Times, Jim Ketelhut District 3 Commissioner Elect.  No conflicts of interest declared.  

 ADOPT AGENDA
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adopt the agenda.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk200030627][bookmark: _Hlk192234947]Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the minutes of 7-2-26. All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
	Mary Mairose presented information on data centers and encouraged the Commissioners to not allow data centers into the County.  

PLANNING & ZONING VIOLATION
	North Ridge Builders were also issued a fine for running a bed and breakfast out of their residence after issued a cease and desist letter.  North Ridge Builders sent a counter offer (check) and advised that they would not be running a bed and breakfast any longer.  Commissioners Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to deny the counter offer and the original fine was still on the agenda to be paid.  Roll call vote:  Dozark – yes; Swanson – yes; Mairose – yes; DeBoer – no, Leiferman – no.  Motion carried.   

EAGLE NEST DEVELOPMENT/LIVING QUARTERS IN SECOND BUILDING
	Clarence and Darcy Belitz, Larry Weber and Greg and Angela Zeman were in attendance.  The Deputy States Attorney advised that the living quarters in a second building is acceptable, however, the living quarters cannot be rented out.  

PERSONNEL
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to hire Dustin Osborne at the Highway Department at $20.31/hr.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the termination of Robert Ortiz effective June 26, 2026 from the jail.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
	Highway Superintendent Mike Schlaffman discussed 241st Street (a new road being built by Corps of Engineers).  The proposal that was sent to the Highway Department showed that the road is not following the section line and that the cattle crossing culverts were not large enough.  An email from a landowner in the area was also presented to the Board upset with the road placement.  Schlaffman was directed to send the proposal back to the Corps of Engineers to correct the discrepancies.  

PRE DISASTER MITIGTION MEETING
	The following were in attendance for the pre disaster mitigation meeting with John Clem from District III:  Jerry Wingert – Pukwana Fire Department, Lonnie Sharping – Town of Pukwana, Brian Buck and Andrew London – Kimball Fire Department, Lydia Morley – Kimball Finance, Richard Two Two – Kimball Chief of Police and Katheryn Benton, Emergency Manager.  This meeting is held every 5 years to update the plan to prepare for any major disasters and to work on projects that are put in place for safety and to continue to maintain services during a major disaster.  Next meeting will be August 20, 2026 at 10:00 am.  

COURT SECURITY COMMITTEE
	Ryan Van Genderen, Court Service Officer and Charlene Miller, Clerk of Courts met with the board and explained that our Courthouse doesn’t have a committee to address Courthouse Security and in order to apply and receive grants for updates and improvements we need to have a committee and meet occasionally to discuss items.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to proceed to form a committee.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BUDGETS
	Highway Superintendent and the States Attorney went through their budgets with the Commissioners.  More discussion to be done.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter executive session at 9:51 am to discuss personnel.  Executive session declared over at 10:00 am.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter executive session at 11:45 am to discuss a legal issue.  Executive session declared over at 11:56 am. 

REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  None

APPROVE CLAIMS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the following payroll and bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND
Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 2213.96; Treasurer, 3891.92; States Attorney, 6770.96; Assessor, 4130.16; Planning Commission, 238.17; Register of Deeds, 2297.35; Sheriff, 11,367.15; Jail, 12,242.32; Courthouse, 1508.51; Veteran Service, 922.60; Victim Witness, 246.50; Weed & Pest, 584.35.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3858.02  Retirement:  SDRS, 2926.49.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3041.17 Insurance:  Allstate, 5782.35.   A T & T Mobility, 40.54; Brondsema Tree & Lawn Care, 297.00; Brooks Hardware, 44.46; Burke Oil Company, 2945.23; Byre Brothers Inc, 167.00; Carsten, Lee, 97.60; Central Dakota Times, 341.67; Central Electric Cooperative, 148.00; Chamberlain Ace Hardware, 402.42; Chamberlain Food Center, 137.51; City of Kimball, 19.50; Dakotabilities, 180.00; Den Herder, Hovden and Barrett, 180.00; Duba, Claudia, 80.80; First Dakota Bank, 396.21; Gebhard, Alex, 52.80; Graham Tire of Sioux Falls, 824.00; Hanson, Janie, 66.80; Hanzlik, Angela, 54.20; Hein Law Office, 475.66; Holan, Michael, 82.20; Howe, Dale, 75.20; Hughes County, 420.00; Kaleb’s Service, 181.38; King Street Garage, 358.00; Lincoln County Auditor, 146.40; Mairose & Steele, 541.38; Mastercard, 3194.98; Maule, Theresa, 514.13; Microfilm Imaging Systems, 469.00; Midstate Communications, 1177.35; Pennington County Jail, 98.70; Peterson, Cade, 64.00; Petty Cash, 227.98; Priebe, Karla, 71.00; Pukwana Town, 135.00; Randall, Kathleen, 68.20; Sanford Health Network, 556.00; Schumacher Elevator Company, 615.00; Sinkie Auto Repair, 115.43; SD Department of Health, 150.00; SD Department of Revenue, 120.00;  Stekly Law Office, 307.88; Steve Smith Law Office, 2983.50; Tech Solutions, 1503.20; Thomson Reuters – West Group, 332.00; Verizon Connect, 94.75; Verizon Wireless, 29.63.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
Salaries:  12,703.54  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 949.69.  Retirement:  SDRS, 733.52.  Insurance:  2525.27   Aurora Brule Rural Water, 39.00; Brooks Hardware, 407.03; Bruke Oil Company, 2827.82;  C & S Truck Sales, 575.00; CM Trucking LLC, 17,779.09; Central Dakota Times, 218.40; Central Electric Cooperative, 95.00; City of Kimball, 67.53; Donaldson Ditching, 600.00; Subsurface Inc, 18,090.00; Tech Solutions, 10.00; Verizon Wireless, 39.72.  
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND
Salaries:  763.56  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 86.12.  Retirement:  SDRS, 45.81.  Insurance Reimbursement:  25.91 Insurance:  Allstate 13.88.  Midstate Communications, 75.20; Tech Solutions, 38.30.  
24/7 FUND
Salaries:  194.94.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 16.89.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.60.  Insurance Reimbursement:  36.23  Tech Solutions, 20.00. 
911 FUND
Midstate Communications, 330.02; Mitchell Regional 911, 8155.39.
ROD MODERNIZATION & PRESERVATION FUND
Executive Management, 11.27; Microfilm Imaging Systems, 235.00; SD Association of County Officials, 194.00.
LEPC FUND
Mastercard, 2085.10.
SALES AND EXCISE TAX FUND
SD Department of Revenue, 12.59.
ADJOURNMENT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to adjourn at 12:02 pm with the next meeting being held on 8-6-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   
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