[bookmark: _Hlk187238705]REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
September 17, 2026	
	The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present: DeBoer, Swanson, Leiferman, Mairose and Dozark.  Also present: Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer, Janet Petrak – Central Dakota Times.  No conflicts of interest were declared.  

 ADOPT AGENDA
	Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to adopt the agenda.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk200030627][bookmark: _Hlk192234947]	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the minutes of 9-1, 2026. All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
	Mary Mairose discussed data centers and asked that the Board declare a moratorium on data centers in Brule County as the current zoning manual does not address data centers and she felt that left it wide open for data centers to come into our County.  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter Board of Adjustment at 9:15 am regarding a conditional use permit from Schuman Brothers LLC to build a second storage unit at Lots 1, 2 & S ½ NE lying E of Hwy 50 Less and Ex Pt of Lot 1 and Lot ER-1 2 104-71 (Chamberlain Township).  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the Conditional Use.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  Board of Adjustment declared over at 9:17am.  

PERSONNEL
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to hire Holly Endres as Deputy Auditor effective September 21, 2026 at $18.35/hour.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

2027 BUDGETS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to adopt the Provisional Budget as the Annual Budget with the following changes:  Add $40,000 to the Courthouse budget for security updates (County’s share) and $20,000 to the Ag Building Budget for maintenance of the building.  Capital Outlay funds will be used to fund these in the budget.  Also a wage increase of $1.00 for Jailers, Courthouse Deputies, $1.50 for Highway Workers and Sheriff’s Deputies.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
	Commissioner Swanson moved to give the Highway Workers and Sheriff Deputies $2.00/hour increase.  Died for a lack of a second.  
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to give the Highway Workers and Sheriff Deputies $1.50/hour increase for 2027.   The Courthouse Deputies and Jailers will receive $1.00/hour increase.  Appointed and Elected Officials will receive $2900 annual increase.  Emergency Manager and Veteran Service Officer receive a portion of the $2900 based on the percentage of time worked.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

	 
	 
STATE TRAPPER
	State Trapper Nick Donnelly for Brule, Charles Mix and Douglas Counties gave a report to the Board on what his office has done this year regarding animal pest control.  

DISCRETIONARY FORMULA RESOLUTIONS
	During the 2026 Legislative Session Senate Bill 228 was amended and passed changing the qualifications for the Discretionary Formula.  As Brule County has 2 discretionary formula resolutions both of the resolutions were amended to follow the new qualifications.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to amend the original resolutions 2020-5 and 2022-5 to reflect the new changes in the law.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

SECURE SD
	Mike Waldner, Secure SD (Cybersecurity for Municipalities and Counties) visited with the Board regarding funding that is available to improve cybersecurity for local governments.  Waldner explained that to assessments are conducted with Dakota State University staff to find vulnerabilities in the government networks and the vulnerabilities are then fixed with firewalls, switches etc that can be paid for with the funding available.  Training is also being conducted throughout the State for employees to recognize spam emails to protect the County further.  

COURT SECURITY GRANT
	A list of possible upgrades to the Courthouse for security was presented to the Commissioners for consideration and possible cost, however, no firm quotes have been received.  

TAX DEED PROPERTY
	Deputy States Attorney Steve Meyer advised that the property in Kimball that was taken in the tax deed proceedings needs further legal action.  The previous owner is still on the premises and has been served to leave, however, he has not, so Meyer wants to proceed with legal action to remove the individual.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to have Meyer proceed with legal action.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   	 

AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER
	The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 8-31-2026 a balance of $8,407,901.92 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES
	The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $2,783.87 for August, 2026.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to enter executive session at 11:18 am to discuss security issues.  Executive session declared over at 12:07 pm.

REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer, Register of Deeds Statement of Fees, Trial Balance Sheet, DANR and Emergency Manager 3rd Quarter Report.  

APPROVE CLAIMS
	Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Leiferman seconded to approve the following payroll and bills.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND
Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 2213.96; Treasurer, 3894.11; States Attorney, 6768.19; Assessor, 3589.79; Planning Commission, 238.17; Register of Deeds, 3627.50; Sheriff, 11,244.34; Jail, 10,969.28; Courthouse, 1479.53; Veteran Service, 922.60; Victim Witness, 246.00; Weed & Pest, 623.68.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3785.61. Retirement:  SDRS, 2890.24.  Insurance Reimbursement:  2678.87 Insurance:  Allstate, 6204.46.   At & T Mobility, 41.54; Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial, 135.34; Brondsema Tree & Lawn, 113.00; Brooks Hardware, 6.49; Burke Oil Company, 2499.78; Byre Brothers Inc, 167.00; Central Dakota Times, 1328.85; Central Electric Cooperative, 122.00; Charm-Tex, 356.70; City of Kimball, 19.50; Craig Rosenberger dba CR Landscaping, 465.00; Election Systems & Software, 1031.66; Fox Paint & Blinds, 625.00; Hughes County, 5880.00; Joe’s Automotive Machine, 975.76; Lewis Drug, 225.92; Mairose & Steele, 707.20; Mastercard, 4135.19; Maule, Theresa, 74.03; Meyer, Steven, 4380.00; Microfilm Imaging Systems, 469.00; Midstate Communications, 1094.90; Office Products Center, 469.50; Pharmco, 60.00; Pukwana Town, 135.00; Reeves, Megan, 14.40; Reliance Telephone Inc, 365.00; Sanford Health Network, 96.00; SD Department of Health, 620.00; Stekly Law Office, 6085.26; Tech Solutions, 1539.45; Verizon Connect, 94.75; Verizon Wireless, 200.72.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
Salaries:  15,843.55 FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 1217.57  Retirement:  SDRS, 852.18.  Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  Insurance:  2528.16.  Aurora Brule Rural Water, 39.00; Brooks Hardware, 278.78; Burke Oil Company, 3323.68;  C & S Truck Sales, 930.47; Carpentier, Mike, 685.00; Central Dakota Times, 218.40; Central Electric Cooperative, 96.00; City of Kimball, 74.21; Donaldson Ditching, 1800.00; Fleetpride, 90.76; Houser’s Auto, 1215.00; Lloyd Priebe & Sons Construction, 17,049.78; Mastercard, 294.48; Midstate Communications, 109.78; Overweg Repair, 403.87; Petty Cash, 185.85; R & J Gravel Inc, 4594.99; Tech Solutions, 10.00; Titan Machinery, 514.49; Verizon Wireless, 39.71.  
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND
Salaries:  763.56  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 86.12.  Retirement:  SDRS, 45.81.  Insurance Reimbursement:  362.30.  Mastercard, 452.31; Midstate Communications, 75.20; Tech Solutions, 40.50.
24/7 FUND
Salaries:  194.94.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 16.89.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.60.  Insurance Reimbursement:  25.91.  Insurance:  Allstate, 13.88.   Tech Solutions, 20.00.
911 FUND
Midstate Communications, 330.02.
REGISTER OF DEEDS MODERNIZATION & PRESERVATION FUND
Microfilm Imaging Systems, 235.00; SD Association of County Officials, 98.00. 
ADJOURNMENT
	Commissioner Leiferman moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to adjourn at 12:30 pm with the next meeting being held on 10-1-2026 at 9:00 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   
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