COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 11, 2022

A regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Charles Verhulst on October 11, 2022 with members William Clarkson, Matt DeBow, John Helms and Dean Wagner present as well as Kathy Glines, Auditor.  
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were: Brad Bowers, Jeremy Humbracht, Wyatt Sabo, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Brenda Kari, Monte Bader, Alan Komrosky, Brent Kolstad, Brandy Pederson, Steve Esser and Laurie Elmore. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


The Auditor reported to the Board that an error had been found in the Abstract of assessments when it was it was loaded to the Auditor’s files.  Numerous parcels had been omitted resulting in the total assessed and equalized values being incorrect.  This has resulted in the levies being incorrect that were adopted by the Board at the September 20, 2022 meeting.  Permission has been received from the SD Department of Revenue to correct the abstract and levies.  The Board will have to do a correction to the minutes to reflect the corrected levies.

           Motion by DeBow, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the minutes of September 6, 2022 as presented and September 20, 2022 with the following correction: 

The accompanying taxes are levied by Harding County for the year January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023.

COUNTY TAX LEVIES                   Tax Levy in                       $'s/1000

 
 Dollars        

General County Purposes                 $1,576,900                       
4.150 3.949
        (10-12-9)

Fire Protection (34-31-3)                   $     10,000       
     .026   .025
TOTAL TAXES

  LEVIED BY COUNTY                   $1,586,900
4.176 3.974
HIGHWAY

Brad Bowers, Highway Superintendent, and Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Maintenance,  reported on the projects their department has been working on.   They are continuing to mow road ditches.  The Chip seal projects on the North Camp Crook Road, Ludlow Road and Old Highway 85 are finished.   The Gravel crusher should be at the Riley Pass pit before the end of the month. 


Bowers presented information from Grossenburg Implement for renting a tractor for next year at the rate of $0.25/hp per hour.  Motion by Wagner, seconded by Helms and carried to authorize the Highway Department to rent the tractor for 2023.  

The Board also requested that a 35 mph speed limit sign be put up thru the Tennant ranch headquarters on the North Camp Crook Road. 

SURPLUS PROPERTY


Motion by Wagner, seconded by Helms and carried to declare the Bobcat S220 Skid Steer (s/n 526212413) as surplus property and directed the Highway department to list the equipment on Big Iron for sale by auction.

ROAD RIGHT OF WAY CONSTRUCTION


Motion by DeBow, seconded by Wagner and carried to approve the application from JHC, LLC (Will Johnson) for the placement of a waterline under the South Camp Crook Road in Section 2 & 3, Township 15, Range 1
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RESIGNATION

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by DeBow and carried to accept the resignation of Brad Bowers as the Harding County Highway Superintendent effective October 31, 2022.  The Board thanked Bowers for his years of service to the County and wished him a happy retirement.  A retirement open house will be held at the Courthouse on October 31, 2022 from 2:00 to 4:00.
APPOINTMENT


Motion by Wagner, seconded by Helms and carried to waive the Equal Opportunity Employment Policy requirement that all positions available will be advertised for two consecutive weeks and to appoint Jeremy Humbracht as the Harding County Highway Superintendent effective November 1, 2022 at the monthly salary of $4,100 for the months of November and December 2022. 
FOSSILS


Monte Bader and Alan Komrosky met with the Board to report on the fossil excavating they have been doing on County owned land, per a lease agreement with the County.  They feel that they are complete on the excavating of the fossils on the specified tract of land and are now in the preparation of the fossils stage.   The lease agreement expires on December 31, 2022 and then they have an additional one year to sell the fossils.   There was discussion about possibly extending the one year period for the sale if needed.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


SD Office of Emergency Management regional coordinators Brent Kolstad and Brandy Pederson as well as Region 4 Vice President Steve Esser attended the meeting to present Kathy Glines, Harding County Emergency Manager, with the 2022 SD Emergency Manager of the Year award from the SD Emergency Management Association and read the nomination that was submitted for the award.  The award was given at the SD EM conference in September, which Glines was unable to attend.   The Board and presenters thanked Glines for her service to the Emergency Management community.

PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION GRANT 


Glines advised the Board that the County has received grant funds to update the Pre-Disaster Mitigation plan which needs to be completed by August 31, 2023.  The grant is in the amount of $7500 with the County having to provide $2500 of in kind match.  


Motion by Helms, seconded by DeBow and carried to accept the grant and to authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary paperwork.

LATC FUNDS


Glines advised the Board that the County is eligible to receive Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Funds in the amount of $159,843.84 in 2022 and then again in 2023.  The funds are based on several factors where this is a negative revenue impact due to implementation of a Federal program or changes to such program, which is counties that participate in the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) due to the presence of Federal owned land.   There are no restrictions on what the funds have to be used for.


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to request the funding and to deposit the funds in the General Fund.  
OFFICE REPORTS


Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds; Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Laurie Elmore, 4-H; Brenda Kari, Director of Equalization and Kathy Glines, Auditor, reported on activities in their respective offices.  
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REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of September 
30, 2022 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks…………………………..
            195,036.77

Total amount of actual cash…………………………………
1,530.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer's possession not exceeding

                      three days…………………………………………….
   14,148.43

Total amount in C.D.'s……………………………………..
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account…………….. 
8,427,530.02
              Outstanding checks………………………………………..
(168,345.28)

                 Total……………………………………………
8,969,899.94

Total includes monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties and does not include claims payable in October.
CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Helms, seconded by Wagner and carried to approve the following claims:
September Claims

Auditor's office
payroll
6,130.94
Treasurer's office
payroll
6,460.94
States Attorney office
payroll
1,197.38
Director of Equalization office
payroll
3,276.91
Register of Deed's office
payroll
6,006.29
Veteran Service Office
payroll
425.00

Sheriff's office
payroll
10,773.34
Emergency Management
payroll
216.66
Highway Administration
payroll
6,924.63
Highway Maintenance
payroll
37,236.66
Library
payroll
    733.81
Weed Control
payroll
  4,030.15
4-H office
payroll
1,232.25
AFLAC
group ins.
1177.39
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group ins.
61,255.50
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
211.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
98.60
SD Retirement System
Sept. retirement
15,134.74
SDRS Supplemental Retirement
Sept supplement
65.00

Washington National Ins.
group insurance
55.50

US Treasury
Sept. WH & SS
28,659.42
October Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
4,611.98
Jennell Head
temp help DOE
67.16

Will Henderson
airport manager
541.66
Robin Humbracht
seasonal weed sprayer
  360.00
Kara Koan
temp help weed sprayer
273.00

Stuart Guptill
seasonal hwy maint.
3,641.25
Robert Anderson
bookmobile driver
   91.88
Fern Giannonatti
temp help Library
208.95

A T & T Mobility
highway cell phone
84.64
A T & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
104.77
Bituminous Paving
chip seal
429,950.00

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
927.07
Brosz Engineering, Inc
engineering
827.50
Buffalo Hardware 
supplies
 633.15
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Card Member Services
supplies
146.42

Cenex FleetCard
fuel
434.86
Election Systems & Software
election supplies
544.85

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities & supplies
73.10
G&O Paper & Supplies
supplies
294.30
Glines Electric
repair
900.16

Godfrey Brake Service
repair
290.28

Grand Electric
utilities – county
1,486.48
Grand Electric
utilities – CAT
73.23
Jaywill Software Development
supplies
228.00

John Deere Financial
repair
959.33

Anne Kramer
books
21.00

Sue Litzel
expense
347.76
McLeod’s
supplies
141.23

Melling & Roseland Law
legal contract
3,211.92

Monument Health
supplies
1.02

Monument Health
testing
20.00

Nations Center News
publishing
246.59
Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
5,361.00
Olson Fuels
supplies
19,590.03
PCC
ambulance billing
196.32

Pitney Bowes
rental
142.53

Reserve Account
postage  
215.48
Runnings
supplies
248.30

Scott Peterson Motors
repair
617.32

SDACC
CLERP assessment
127.00

SD Dept of Revenue
Sept collections
64,428.60
SD Dept of Revenue
sales tax
229.40
SD DOT Finance office
bridge inspection
3,584.81

SDSU – SDLTAP
registration
375.00

Servall
supplies
1,166.39
Staples
supplies
157.68
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair 
1,170.36
The Current Connection
supplies & support
2,378.91
The Lodge at Deadwood
expense
496.00

Town of Buffalo
utilities
474.07
Warne Chemical & Equipment
supplies
649.84
West River Telephone
utilities
  965.97 
West River Telephone
utilities – health clinic
154.15  
Western Emulsions, Inc
supplies
310,439.94
ADJOURNMENT
       There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to adjourn at 3:55 PM.

Signed:________________________              ATTEST:____________________________
           Charles Verhulst, Chairman
                         Kathy Glines, Auditor
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