February 7, 2023
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Charles Verhulst on February 7, 2023 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, John W. Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham present, as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  
ATTENDANCE


Those in attendance at the meeting during the day were Jeremy Humbracht, Vicki Anderson. Oakley Perry, Wyatt Sabo, Josh Klempel (via phone), Jennell Head, Melissa Breding, Mary Blaha, Cheryl Turbiville, Laurie Elmore, Brenda Kari, Ashton Giannonatti, Kara Koan, Dusty Ginsbach.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the minutes of January 3, 2023 as presented.

LIBRARY


Vicki Anderson, Librarian, reported that Amazon is no longer doing a Business Line of Credit and she is unable to able to purchase books off of Amazon through a billing process.  She is wondering how the Board would like her to do the purchasing.   She used her personal credit card for books she purchased in January.  The Board asked that she bring the book order for each month to the Board prior to their meetings for approval then a check would be issued for the payment and then the order could be placed.

HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht reported on activities in his department.  

The Board reviewed a letter to the SD Highway Patrol requesting assistance in enforcing weight limits on County Roads.   Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to sign and send the letter to the SD Highway Patrol.

Humbracht reported that there as some cavities appearing under the low water crossing on the Little Missouri river that need to have some slurry pumped into to prevent further erosion.  Humbracht has contacted Olson Construction for a quote.


Humbracht requested permission to purchase a scarifier attachment to use on the Chip Seal roads before they are ground up.  Cost would be $6,606.55.  Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the purchase.


Humbracht reported that they have painted the insulation on the interior of the shop building.   He had rented an articulating lift for $1,750 per month to do the painting of the ceilings.  Humbracht presented information from Federal Surplus Property for the purchase of a lift for $12,000 and asked permission to purchase it as he felt is would be something that the highway department could use at various times.  After discussion it was decided to not purchase the lift.

REPORTS APPROVED

        The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of January 31, 2023 as follows:

             Total amount of deposits in banks……………………       
 335,176.30  

             Total amount of actual cash…………………………..       
1,530.00                           
             Total amount of checks and drafts in Treasurer’s possession not 
                  exceeding three days………………………………                                34,791.70
             Total amount is C.D.’s……………………………….                      
      500,000.00             
             Money deposited in Money Market Plus Account........        
7,516,450.68
             Outstanding Checks……………………………………..
(77,863.64)
                                                      Total                                                         
8,310,085.04          
Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.
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Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the annual reports of the Harding County Register of Deeds, Harding County EMT Association, Harding County Fair Board and Harding County Conservation District. 

WEED CONTROL

Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, reported on the Pesticide Storage and Disposal audit that she currently had.  The audit went well and she was in compliance on most of the audit points.  She does need to fix the cracks in the concrete on the inside and outside of weed building and she is working on getting that completed.  The Board congratulated her on the results of the audit.

Koan also reported that she will be attending the state conference in Huron and a regional meeting.    She will also be advertising for the seasonal positions.  
RAFFLE ACKNOWLEDGMENT


The acknowledged receipt of letters regarding raffles to be conducted by the Ludlow Community Hall and the Reva/Sorum Volunteer Fire Department.

RADAR CONTRACT


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to sign the Radar Service Contract with the North Dakota Atmospheric Resource Board. 

VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to appoint Jim Pickett to a four year term as the Harding County Veteran Service Officer.  Term to expire on the first Monday in January,  2027. 

SDSU MOU


Oakley Perry, Program Manager, 4-H County Operations and Professional Development, met with the Board to discuss the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that the Board approved and returned to SDSU for the 4-H Advisor position.  The County had inserted wording into the MOU that SDSU has concerns about before they sign the MOU.  One of the concerns was the insert of “Any expenses that are the sole responsibility of Harding County will be reimbursed at the rates and policies established by the Board of County Commissioners.”   The Board explained that the County does follow state rates for reimbursement but only pays actual meals costs, not to exceed state rate.  Mr. Perry conceded that he was agreeable to that language.  There was also a concern about the insert of “The 4-H Advisor will be required to obtain permission from the Board of Commissioners prior to any out of County travel.”  Mr. Perry advised the Board the SDSU has concerns about the County having the ability to deny the 4-H advisor the ability to attend mandatory training.  This was not the intent of the County but rather they wanted the Advisor to notify the Board of any out of county travel per SDCL 7-7-26.   Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to change the language in the sentence to strike the words “obtain permission from” and insert the word “notify” and add “in accordance with SDCL 7-7-26 at the end of the sentence.   Mr. Perry was agreeable to the change.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign the MOU as amended, which will replace the previous MOU that was approved by the Board at the November 2022 meeting.
OPERATING TRANSFER


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to authorize the Auditor to do an 
Operating Transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Fair Fund in the amount of $6,000.

REVA/SORUM FIRE DEPARTMENT


Josh Klempel, representing the Reva/Sorum Fire Department, visited with the Board via phone about the Department fund raising that they are doing to raise money to build a fire hall.   They have been applying for grants and there is a SD Community Foundation grant available but they have to have a fiscal sponsor to apply for the grant.  He is asking if the County would be willing to be the fiscal sponsor
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for the grant.  The Auditor advised the Board that this has been done in the past with other fire departments and organizations and it does not create any problems.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak to allow Reva/Sorum Fire Department to apply for the grant using Harding County as the fiscal sponsor. 

AMBULANCE BILLS


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to write off $1110.80 in uncollectable ambulance billings. 

ADMINSTRATIVE FEES


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote – Clarkson-yes; Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes.

RESOLUTION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR CERTAIN TITLE

AND REGISTRATION SERVICES

WHEREAS, South Dakota allows out of state and resident applicants to title motor vehicles entirely by mail; and

WHEREAS, any title, interstate title and initial registration applications that are processed entirely by mail are more time consuming and result in higher administrative expenses and allocation of staff time for the Treasurer’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, SDCL 32-3-18.1 allows counties to charge an administrative fee for applications for title, interstate title and initial registrations completed entirely by mail; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to SDCL 7-8-20(7), the Harding County Commission is empowered with the responsibility to superintend the fiscal concerns of the county and secure their management in the best possible manner;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, as of January 1, 2023, the Harding County Treasurer’s Office will charge an administrative fee of $25.00 for any title, interstate title or initial registration application that is received and processed entirely by mail.

Prior motions or resolutions for the Harding County Commission on the issue of administrative fees for titling or registration of motor vehicles are hereby rescinded as of January 1, 2023.

HEALTH INSURANCE


The Auditor presented the health insurance renewal for 2023 from Wellmark, Blue Cross Blue Shield.    The premium to the County will increase by 18.06%.


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to sign the renewal papers for the Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance renewal for 2023 effective April 1, 2023.

PERSONAL SUPPLIES


Mary Blaha requested permission from the Board to purchase a case of tissue paper for staff and public use.   Currently the employees provide their own tissue paper.  Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak to allow the purchase of a case of tissue paper.  After a voice vote a roll call vote was required:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Clarkson-no; Verhulst-no.   Permission was granted to purchase the tissue paper.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Kathy Glines, Auditor/Emergency Manager; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Brenda Kari, Director of Equalization; Jennell Head, States Attorney’s office; Cheryl Turbiville, 911 addressing coordinator; Kara Koan, courthouse custodian and Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff reported on activities in their departments.

SURPLUS PROPERTY 


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to surplus the following items from the Extension office for disposal purposes:  Battery Backup; HP ProBook G50 Notebook; Nikon Coolpix camera; HP Laptop 3570 computer; Gateway Laptop computer 
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INVENTORIES


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the inventories of the Extension, Highway Department, Treasurer and Sheriff’s office.  
REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:   Roll Call Vote:  Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Clarkson-yes; Helms-yes; Verhulst-yes. 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WILDFIRE

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

WHEREAS, State Law allows the South Dakota Wildland Fire Coordinator to assist in the suppression of rangeland fires only upon a formal request by a Board of County Commissioners, and,

WHEREAS,  the South Dakota Wildland Fire Coordinator has requested that a person be officially designated to make such a request, and, 

WHEREAS, at the time of a fire emergency there is insufficient time to convene the Board of County Commissioners to make such a request,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners in and for the County of Harding, State of South Dakota, that the following identified individuals are hereby authorized to request assistance in the suppression of rangeland fires with the County, in and for the County as specified in SDCL 41-20A-11:


Charles Verhulst


Kathy Glines


Jason Latham

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the authority shall continue in full force and effect until termination by a replacement and updated Resolution of the Board.

STATES ATTORNEY


Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney, requested permission from the Board to waive the two week advertising policy to hire an office assistant.   Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to waive the two week advertising policy for hiring for this instance.   


Ginsbach reported that tomorrow (Wednesday February 8, 2023) would be the last day of employment for Jennell Head and that Julia Davis would be starting on Thursday February 9, 2023.   The Board agreed to the pay Davis the rate of $15.50 per hour due to previous experience in the office and reminded Ginsbach that she will only be allowed 16 hours per week. 

Melissa Breding, Treasurer, visited with the Board and Ginsbach about properties that have delinquent taxes.  Sands Oil Company has delinquent taxes from 2016 forward and are still a viable company.  The Board requested that Ginsbach contact them regarding the payment of the taxes.  Discussion was also held on two other properties, one of which a building has been removed from the county and the other not having any owner due to no estate being filed.   Ginsbach will research the issues and report at the next meeting.

CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Helms, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the following claims:
January Payroll

Auditor’s office
5840.97
Treasurer’s office
5840.97
States Attorney office
3992.00
Director of Equalization office
3192.44
Register of Deeds office
5576.97
Sheriff’s office
 10118.50
Emergency Management
216.63
Veteran Service office
425.00

Airport Manager
541.63
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Highway office
6448.00
Highway maintenance crew
19792.08
Librarian

  1036.19
Extension office
 992.00
Weed Control
  1615.62
AFLAC

insurance
 925.28
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
health insurance
52434.36
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra,Inc.
vision insurance
 98.60
SD Retirement System
January retirement
13932.76
SD Retirement Sup. Plan
January retirement
65.00
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
health insurance
7556.76

Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50
US Treasury
January SS & WH
24204.80
February claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2991.83
Robert Anderson
bookmobile driver
88.81
Fern Giannonatti
temp help – Library
18.90

Amazon

library books
122.35
American Stamp & Marking
supplies
21.30

Vicki Anderson
library books & supplies
294.40

AT & T Mobility
cell phone service – highway
84.19
AT T Mobility
cell phone service – Sheriff
104.69

Bierschbach Equipment & Supply
supplies
4217.91

Black Hills Council
2023 membership
685.00
Bound Tree
supplies
429.13
Brosz Engineering
measuring
400.00

Buffalo Hardware 
supplies
  5450.73
Buffalo Ranch Supply
supplies
239.85

Butler Machinery
repair
11391.36
Carl’s Trailer Sales
supplies
194.09

Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
443.80
Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities & supplies
73.10
Floyd’s Truck Center
repair
97.04

G&O Paper and Supply
supplies
280.54
Kathy Glines
expense & supplies
499.81

Godfrey Brake Service
repair
1649.79
Grand Electric
utilities
1592.35
Grand Electric
Community Action utilities
201.89
H & L Super Valu 
supplies
65.73
Harding Co. EMT Association
2023 budget allocation
8400.00
Harding Co. Fair Board
20232 budget allocation
6000.00

Henry Head
uniforms
66.56

Home Place Rentals, LLC
rental
1939.60
John Deere Financial
repair
478.40
Denise Kalisiak
weed board meeting
35.50
Kara Koan
custodial contract
2500.00

Mid States Organized Crime
2023 membership
100.00

MPLA

2023 dues
40.00

Nation's Center News
publishing & supplies
714.35
ND State Water Commission
radar contract
2000.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
7906.46
Olson Propane
utilities – county
2223.00
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Olson Propane
utilities – clinic
517.53
PCC

amb billing service
463.68
Pomp’s Tire
supplies & repairs
735.36

Prairie Auto Parts
repair  
500.14
Reserve Account
postage
1117.93
Reva Store
fuel
44.20

Runnings

supplies & repair
1217.32
SD Assoc of Co Weed Boards
2023 dues
150.00

SD Dept of Agriculture
testing fees
45.00

SD Dept of Revenue
January collections  
65448.96 
SD Dept of Revenue
January sales tax
2.44
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
281.75

SD Weed & Pest Conference
registration
305.00

SDAAO

2023 dues
75.00

SDACC

registration
440.00

SDACO

M & P fund remittance
 66.00
SDACO

registration
110.00

Ashley Secrest
weed board meeting
40.60

Servall

supplies
565.62
Staples

supplies
280.00
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
2731.15
Mary Tarter
weed board meeting
42.64
Jacie Teller
supplies
128.00
Venoy Tenold
weed board meeting
39.58

The Current Connection
IT support
420.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities 
269.77
Nancy Turbiville
weed board meeting
40.60
Warne Chemical
supplies
310.47

West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities (January)
 963.69
West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities (January)
154.15
West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities (February)
960.59
West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities (February)
155.65
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAT utilities (February)
  .90
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to adjourn at 4:15 PM.    The Board will meet on March 7, 2023 for their regularly scheduled meeting and to conduct the County land lease at 1:30 PM.

Signed:___________________________


   Charles Verhulst, Chairman

ATTEST:_________________________


      Kathy Glines


      Harding County Auditor
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