April 4, 2023 

County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Charles Verhulst on April 4, 2023 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson,  John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak and Jason Latham present as well as Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Kurt Hansen, Misty Koan, Melissa Breding, Wyatt Sabo, Sue Litzel, Brenda Kari, Jim Pickett, Kara Koan and Laurie Elmore. 
MINUTES APPROVED

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of March 7, 2023 meeting as presented. 

HIGHWAY REPORT

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities in his department.   Humbracht reported that the 1987 Oshkosh that was declared surplus has sold on Big Iron Auctions for $4200.    After commissions and taxes the amount remitted to the County was $3,502.42.   It was also reported that Jim Blaha has offered his resignation and his last day of work will be on April 14, 2023.  


Humbracht asked permission to purchase orange safety cones from Amazon as they are cheaper than the state bid price and he has been having problems locating any to purchase.  The Board approved the request. 

BRIDGE INSPECTION


Humbracht presented a Resolution for the Board to consider requesting federal assistance for Bridge Inspection costs.   There is one bridge, due to condition, that needs to be inspected on a yearly basis.

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Clarkson-yes; Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes.

BRIDGE INSPECTION PROGRAM RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, 23 CFR 650 Subpart C, requires initial inspection of all bridges and reinspection at intervals not to exceed two yeas with the exception of reinforced concrete box culverts that meet the specified criteria.   These culverts are reinspected at intervals not to exceed four years.

THEREFORE, Harding County is desirous of participating in the Bridge Inspection Program.   The County requests SDDOT to hire Brosz Engineering, Inc. for the inspection works.  SDDOT will secure federal approvals, make payments to the Consulting Engineer for inspection services rendered, and bill the County for 20% of the cost.  The County will be responsible for the required 20% matching funds. 
BIDS


The Board opened bids for gravel crushing at the Price Pit and Nygaard pit at 9:30 as advertised.   The following bids were received:

     Aggregate Construction:   Price Pit:  $6.45 per yard;  Nygaard Pit: $6.75 per yard

     Fisher Sand & Gravel Co.:  Price Pit: $7.52 per yard;  Nygaard Pit: $7.52 per yard

     Western Construction:   Price Pit:  $5.15 per yard;   Nygaard Pit:  $6.15 per yard
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Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Verhulst and carried to accept the bid of Western 
Construction for both pits.

REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of March 31, 2023 as follows:

      Total amount of deposits in banks
 199,786.80
      Total amount of actual cash
1,530.00

      Total amount of checks & drafts in possession on exceeding three days
  39,627.04
      Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00

      Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
7,736,799.69
      Total amount of outstanding checks
(90,429.07)

                                    Total
8,387,314.46
       Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

AIRPORT

The Auditor presented information from the SDDOT requesting Harding County to transfer some federal entitlement funds for the airport that will expire this year if they are not used.  The SDDOT is requesting that $150,000 in federal funding be transferred for pavement maintenance projects at various airports in the state.

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to sign the agreement to transfer the funding. 
MALT BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWALS

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the renewal of Malt Beverage and SD Farm Wine to the Buffalo Golf Association, Vincent Tifft (Reva Store) and Olson Fuels, LLC for the 2023-2024 licensing period.
US FOREST SERVICE


Kurt Hansen, USFS Custer Gallatin National Forest, presented a Road Project Agreement for the Board to consider.  The Road project is for installation of a 48” x 60’ culvert on the South Cave Road.  The County will provide the culvert at an estimated cost of $6,000 and the USFS will do the installation at an estimated cost of $33,000. 


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve and sign the Road Project Agreement #23-RO-11011100-033.


Hansen also presented a Contract for Sale of Mineral Materials which would allow the County to crush and remove gravel from the Craig Pass Pit.   Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to sign the contract.


Hansen and Misty Koan, County Weed Supervisor, presented a Modification of Grant or Agreement for the Board to consider.  The Modification will allow for a change of funding for noxious weed control on USFS property in the amount of $5000 and any administrative changes.  This will revise the submitted Financial Plan.   Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to approve and sign the US Forest Service Grant/Agreement #21-PA-11011100-010.

HOLIDAY


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to give the county staff that works on Friday afternoons, the afternoon of Good Friday – April 7, 2023 off as a 4 hour paid holiday.   The Courthouse is closed on Friday afternoons due to the working schedule but the highway maintenance department works the entire day.   This holiday will therefore be only for the highway maintenance department.
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OFFICE REPORTS



Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Jim Pickett, Veteran Service Officer; Kathy Glines, Auditor and Emergency Manager and Brenda Kari, Director of Equalization reported on activities in their offices. 

Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, visited with the Board about the copier machine service contract and whether the County wanted to keep the service contract.   It was decided that it would be in the best interest of the County to renew the contract.

Kara Koan, Custodian/Maintenance, and Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, visited with the Board about the courthouse lawn and what needs to be done to eliminate the weeds and make the grass healthier.   Discussion was also held about a toilet that is not working correctly and Koan was asked to have the toilet replaced.  The Board also gave her permission to purchase an 8’ step ladder.   Discussion was held concerning the valves that need to be replaced on the outdoor sprinkler system.   The Board asked that she contact a plumber or someone who could replace the valves. 

Laurie Elmore, 4-H Advisor, reported on activities with the 4-H groups.   The State Shoot will be held in Pierre on April 29-30 and she is asking if the County will pay for the mileage to transport the shooting sports equipment trailer to Pierre.   Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to pay the mileage, at the County rate, for pulling the trailer to Pierre. 

TAX SALE/CERTIFICATES


Discussion was held on the sale of tax certificates on properties that have delinquent taxes.  SDCL 10-23-28.1 states that “no county may sell any tax certificate unless the board of county commissioners adopts a resolution waiving the provisions of this section that prohibits the sale of tax certificates.  The county shall be the holder of any tax certificate issued by the county…”.     On September 4, 2007 the Board of Commissioners adopted a Resolution to waive the provisions of SDCL 10-23-28.1.   


Discussion was held as to whether the County would continue to offer the tax certificates for sale.


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms, to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Clarkson-yes; Verhulst-yes.

RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, on September 4, 2007 the Board of Harding County Commissioners adopted a Resolution to waive the provisions of SDCL 10-23-28.1, and,


WHEREAS, by adopting the Resolution it allowed the County to offer tax certificates for sale on properties with delinquent property taxes, and, 


WHEREAS, since the time that the Resolution was adopted the Board of Harding County Commissioners have decided that it is not in the best interest of the County to offer the sale of the tax certificates, and,

WHEREAS, the cancellation of the Resolution that was adopted on September 4, 2007 would bring SDCL 10-23-28.1 back into effect and stop the sale of the tax certificates.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Harding County Commissioners hereby declare the Resolution that was adopted on September 4, 2007 as null and void and declares that Harding County will no longer offer tax certificates for sale.
PETTY CASH


Melissa Breding, Treasurer, visited with the Board about increasing the amount of petty cash that is applied to the postage machine.   Currently the County allows $1,530 in petty cash.  $1,300 in the postage machine; $20 in Library cash drawer; $10 in Register of Deeds cash drawer and $200 in the Treasurer’s cash drawer.   Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to increase the amount in the postage machine by $300, bringing it to $1,600 and a total petty cash allowance of $1,850.
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CLAIMS APPROVED



Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims:
March Payroll

Auditor's office

6460.94
Treasurer's office

6460.93
States Attorney's office

 4317.50
Director of Equalization's office

 4975.61
Register of Deeds office

6130.93
Veteran Service Officer

425.00

Sheriff's office

  9023.84
Emergency Management

216.67
Airport Manager

541.67

Extension Office

279.00

Weed Control

1215.55

Highway office

6930.05
Highway Maintenance crew

 30054.15
Librarian

  755.94
AFLAC
group insurance
 925.28
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group health insurance
63389.24
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 98.60
SD Retirement System
March retirement
 9058.24
SDRS Supplemental Ret. Plan
deferred comp
65.00

Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
March SS & WH
16465.97
April Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2586.08
Robert Anderson
bookmobile driver
 94.94
Fern Giannonatti
temp help – library
132.30
A & B Welding
supplies
646.19

Amazon
library books & supplies
449.03
Vicki Anderson
supplies
94.45

AT & T
cell phone-sheriff
104.69
AT & T
cell phone –highway
90.86
Audra Hill Consulting
evaluation
215.93

Bickle Truck & Diesel
repair
354.46

Bierschbach Equipment
repair
730.90

Bound Tree
supplies
48.98
Buffalo Hardware
supplies
1496.45
Butler Machinery Company
repair & supplies
7367.78
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
288.08
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
3146.15
Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities & supplies
90.15

Fireside
service contract
675.00

G&O Paper & Supplies
supplies
24.15
Grand Electric
County utilities
1437.62
Grand Electric
CAP utilities
 183.00
Grimms Pump
supplies
187.08
Home Place Rentals, LLC
rental
1939.60
John Deere Financial
supplies & repair
117.90

Brenda Kari
expense
51.00
Kara Koan
custodial contract
2500.00
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Magician Rick Eugene
summer reading program
275.00

McLeod’s
supplies
160.50

Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
 1120.00
Olson Fuels
supplies
7273.02
Olson Propane
utilities
3983.85
PCC
ambulance billing service
554.05
Pitney Bowes
rental
142.53

Pomp’s Tire 
supplies
417.94

Prairie Auto Parts
supplies
46.06
Tom Roberts
supplies
200.00

Reserve Account
postage
623.93
SD Dept of Revenue
march collections
77503.35
SD Dept of Revenue
March sales tax
17.21
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
200.00

SD Newspaper Ass’n
publishing
 150.00
SD Sheriff’s Ass’n
registration
90.00

SDACO
m&p
54.00
SDACC
CLERP assessment
173.00

SDACES
2023 dues
30.00

SDSU Extension
4-H advisor contract
10884.79

Servall
supplies 
405.13
Shop 4-H
supplies
40.38

Staples
supplies
50.36
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
 342.24
The Current Connection
IT support
 474.20
The Lodge at Deadwood
expense
312.00

Town of Buffalo
utilities
272.37
Warne Chemical
supplies
336.21
West River Health Services
ambulance intercept
206.00

West River Telephone
utilities – March
 967.41
West River Telephone
utilities – clinic
154.18
West River Telephone
utilities – CAP
 35.06
RECESS
       There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Verhulst declared the Board in recess at 4:00 PM.   The Board will meet as a Board of Equalization on April 17, 2023 (Please note change of date) and will also reconvene as a Board of Commissioners. 
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