May 2, 2023
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Charles Verhulst on May 2, 2023 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, John Helms, Jason Latham and Hunter Kalisiak present, as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  None absent.
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Lila Teigen, Boon Laine, Misty Koan, Brenda Kari, Ashton Giannonatti, Sue Litzel, Melissa Breding, Cole Miller, Garrett Miller, Jim Erk, Angela McCann, Laurie Elmore, Nancy Johnson and John Carter. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the Commissioner minutes of April 4 and 17, 2023 as presented. 


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the Board of Equalization minutes of April 17, 2023 as presented. 
REPORT APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of April 30, 2023 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in bank
$1,336,538.26

Total amount of actual cash
$1,830.00


Total amount of checks in treasurer's possession not exceeding 3 days
   $297,560.33

Total amount in C.D.'s
$500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
 $7,799,468.40

Outstanding Checks
($87,322.53)


                           Total
$9,848,074.46
    **Total includes money due to school, towns, and amounts held for others.
LIBRARY


Lila Teigen, Librarian, and Melissa Breding, Library Board member, reported on the transition of employment for the Northwest Regional Library.  This is the first week of Teigen being the official Librarian and she reported that the previous Librarian, Vicki Anderson, was very helpful with training.  

Teigen reported that the new Library hours will be Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 to 5:00 and Thursday 9:00 to 12:00.  There is the potential for additional hours and days once she gets organized with the volunteers that help in the Library.  Summer Reading will be held on Tuesdays except for the days that the Bookmobile goes out.  Teigen will be driving the Bookmobile so no driver will need to be hired. 


Discussion was also held about some added material she needs, such as shelving and 2 chairs that need to be replaced.   The Library Board has given approval previously for the purchase of the items and the Commissioners were agreeable as long as she stays within her budget. 
HIGHWAY

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities that his department are working on.   Graveling on the 797 road has started and the milling should be starting sometime in June.  Discussion was held on the damages that were done on the North Camp Crook road from a farm disc.  The Highway Crew will patch the road once road oil becomes 
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available.  

Discussion was held on the 2023 and 2024 road plans and any adjustments that might need to be made.  


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign the Road Striping Agreement with the SDDOT for striping approximately 35.1 miles of road for Harding County.  The County will be responsible for 40% of the cost, up to a total of $7,026.97. 

Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to authorize the Chairman to sign the Work Order for Consultant Services for the bridge inspection with the estimated cost to the County being $726.11.
STATE TRAPPER


Boon Laine, SD State Trapper, introduced himself to the Board.  Laine reported that he has had a great success rate in coyote control in the county but there is still plenty of work to be done, especially in the northern half of the county.  The Board thanked him for all of his hard work and dedication to his job.

VOTING DELEGATE

John Helms, and Charles Verhulst as alternate, were appointed the voting delegate for Harding County at the Grand Electric Annual meeting to be held on June 2, 2023. 

EMPLOYEES


The Board acknowledged the hiring of Nathan Williams and Kara Koan as seasonal weed sprayers; Stuart Guptill as seasonal Highway Maintenance and Gary Schulz as full time Highway Maintenance as of May 8, 2023 at the starting wage of $16.50 per hour.


Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, ask the Board to change the wage schedule for the seasonal weed sprayers.  Currently the non-experienced get $14.00 per hour and experienced gets $15.00 per hour.  She would like the Board to change it so it is $15.00 per hour regardless, which would match the seasonal rate for the highway maintenance. 


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak to set the seasonal weed sprayer hourly rate at $15.00 per hour effective May 2, 2023.   Roll Call Vote: Clarkson-yes; Helms-yes; Latham-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Verhulst-no.  Motion carried 4 to 1.


Brenda Kari, Director of Equalization, and Ashton Giannonatti, Office Assistant, discussed the Part Time help classification and would like it changed to 30 hours rather than less than 20 hours.  Giannonatti would like to have more hours but is unable to work full time due to daycare costs.  Discussion was held on the full time status verses part time status and there is concern that there is a gap from the 20 hours to the 32 hour minimum to be full time.  After lengthy discussion no decision was made on the request and it will be re-visited at the June 6, 2023 meeting.   
LAND LEASE PROTOCOL

The Board held discussion on the Land Lease Protocol at 11:00.   Present for the discussion was Garrett Miller, Cole Miller and Julia Davis.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to add the following language to the Land Lease Protocol:


Only in person bids will be considered at the lease auction.  No telephonic or electronic bidding will be allowed.  No courthouse staff will be allowed to do in person bidding for a third party. 
SECTION LINE FENCE


Cole and Garrett Miller visited with the Board about a fence on County Owned land that is on the section line.  Discussion was held on where the fence should be placed.  The Board suggested and recommended that the fence should be placed 33’ off of the section line 
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rather than on the section line.  Typically the fence line would be split half way down the section line so property owners on either side do not lose acreage.   The fence line that is being questioned is ½ mile in length and there is an existing fence that could be tied into.

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the installation of ¼ mile of fence by Cole Miller on the west half of the south side of the tract of County owned land located in SW4NE4, W2SE4, SE4SW4 of Section 5, Township 22, Range 8 containing 160 acres. 

COUNTY LAND LEASE TRACT


Discussion was held on the tract of land that has been leased in previous years by the Camp Crook Roping Club (CCRC) located in Lots 1, 2 (except tract A), Lots 3, 4, N2SW4NE4 (except tract A), S2SW4, N2SW4 of Section 3, Township 18, Range 1 containing 315.65 acres.  The Tract of land was up for lease at the March lease auction at the rate of $1,785.92.   The CCRC met with the Board about the rate and the Board agreed to lower the lease rate to $892.96.  The CCRC has not showed any interest in leasing the property at the lower rate. 


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to rescind the offer to the CCRC and to not lease the property to anyone for 2023.  No livestock or grazing will be allowed on the property for 2023 and it will be monitored to make sure that there is no such usage occurring on the property.   The Board directed the Auditor to send a letter to the CCRC notifying them of the Board’s decision. 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION


Jim Erk, Harding County Community Foundation, visited with the Board about the County acting as an “agent” for funds being allocated to the Harding County EMT Association.  The Foundation would like to grant the EMT Association $7000 towards the purchase of defibulators to distribute around the County.  Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to allow the use of the County’s EIN and to act as a pass thru agent for funding the project. 
HEALTH INSURANCE


Angela McCann, McCann Insurance, visited with the Board, per their request, about possible changes that could be made to the group health insurance plan that the county currently offers the employees.   The current plan has gotten very expensive and the Board is looking for ideas to bring the cost down but to make sure that the employees still have good health insurance.   Several different ideas were discussed.   The Auditor will contact other counties with questions to see how they do certain things and then will work with McCann to see if there are possibilities that can be presented back to the Board for consideration. 
OFFICE REPORTS


Misty Koan, Weed, requested permission to purchase a new printer at the approximate cost of $290, which was approved; Brenda Kari, Director of Equalization; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Kathy Glines, Auditor and Laurie Elmore, 4-H Advisor reported on activities in their respective offices.

FOSSIL EXPLORATION


John Carter met with the Board to request that his application/permit to Explore for Fossils or any Paleontology Remains on County Land be renewed.   The permit expired on November 1, 2021.  He was asked to complete a new application and a public hearing will be held in June to consider the request.  A hearing notice will be published twice prior to the hearing. 


Mr. Carter also asked that his two Lease Agreements to remove fossilized remains 
from County Property be extended.   The two lease agreements expired on February 28, 2023. 
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 Mr. Carter was advised that a public hearing will be held in June to consider entering into lease agreements with him again for the removal of fossils.   


The hearing notices will be published twice prior to the hearings and will have the legal descriptions of the County property he is wishing to remove fossils from.  
FAIR BOARD


Nancy Johnson, Harding County Fair Board, visited with the Board about the possibility of getting additional funding for repairs needed on the Fair Building.  An amount needed has not been determined yet as they are trying to get quotes from contractors for the work needed.   Ms. Johnson was asked to get the amount to the Commissioners as soon as possible so the request can be considered. 

CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the following claims as presented:
April payroll

Auditor's office

5840.93
Treasurer's office

5840.93
State's Attorney office

 4116.00
Director of Equalization office

4051.13
Register of Deed's office

5576.93
Veteran Service Office

425.00

Sheriff's office

6820.00
Emergency Management

216.67
Airport Manager

541.67

Extension Office 

798.25

Weed Department

2044.37

Highway office

6372.05
Highway maintenance crew

23858.10
Library

  1346.83
AFLAC
insurance
807.23
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
insurance
58928.40
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 197.20
SD Retirement System
April retirement
7711.06
Supplemental Retirement
April retirement
65.00
Washington Nat’l Ins. Co.
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
April SS & WH
 13990.88
May Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
5033.10
Stuart Guptill
seasonal highway
2100.00
Advanced Drug Testing
testing
 26.00
Amazon
supplies
486.62

Vicki Anderson
supplies
25.56

AT&T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
104.57
AT&T Mobility
highway cell phone
90.47
Avenza Systems Inc.
supplies
144.99

Beadle County Auditor
expense
77.34

Best Western Ramkota
expense
308.00

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
 810.02
Butler Machinery
repair 
 364.74
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
274.91
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DMC Wear Parts
supplies
2503.17

Laurie Elmore
expense
25.50
G & O Paper and Supply
supplies
 75.60
Kathy Glines
expense 
259.68
Governors Inn
expense
770.00
Grand Electric
utilities – county
1379.28
Grand Electric
utilities – CAP
128.25
Home Place Rentals LLC
rental
1939.60
John Deere Financial
supplies & repair
1642.91

Johnson Insurance Agency
notary bond
50.00

Denise Kalisiak
weed board mtg
35.50
Kara Koan
contract maintenance
2500.00

Lawson Products
supplies
503.14

McLeod’s
supplies
3251.13

Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
2875.86

Olson Fuels LLC
supplies
 8338.35
Jim Pickett
expense
122.40

Power House
repair
179.50

Redwood Toxicology Lab
supplies
63.00

Reserve Account
postage
203.82
Jody Richter
EMT training expense
185.00

RoadTek Services
contract blading
 6380.00
Scott Peterson Motors
repair
  53.56
SD Dept of Revenue
April collections 
33143.36
SD Dept of Revenue
predatory animal
5187.51

SD Dept of Revenue
sales tax
3.89
SD Library Association
2023 dues
14.50

SD Secretary of State
notary fees
30.00

SDDOT Finance Office
supplies
645.00

SDAAO
registration
470.00
SDACC
registration
110.00
SDACO
registration
600.00
Servall
supplies
509.62
Staples
supplies
191.25
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
supplies
 595.38
Mary Tarter
weed board mtg
42.64
Teleflex LLC
supplies
1665.50

Venoy Tenold
weed board mtg
39.58
The Current Connection
IT support
486.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities
272.37
Town of Buffalo
rental
100.00

Ryanna Turbiville
expense & supplies
593.55
Warne Chemical
supplies
1102.95
Wolffy’s Garage
supplies
4365.20

West River Telephone
utilities-CAP
   35.06
West River Telephone
utilities-clinic
154.18
ADJOURNMENT
     
There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to adjourn at 4:40 PM.
Signed:_________________________       ATTEST:_______________________________

            Charles Verhulst, Chairman
                Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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