REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

May 4, 2023



The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:30 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  Carson, Mairose, Dozark, DeBoer and Swanson.  Also present:  Dedrich Koch, Deputy States Attorney, Wade Blasius, Aurora Brule Rural Water, Mike Lauritsen, Lake Francis Case Development Corporation, Robert from Northwestern Energy (via phone) and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.   No conflicts of interest were noted.
APPROVE MINUTES


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the minutes of 4-6 and 4-11-2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS


Mike Lauritsen, Lake Francis Case Development Corporation, gave an update of the Smokey Groves Development, and advised that he had received two grants from Barger Grant of $30,000 to research the Child Care shortage and $10,000 technology assistance grant.  
AUDIT CLOSING CONFERENCE


Maria Schwader, Department of Legislative Audit, gave a closing conference on the audit of the fiscal years 2020-2021.  No material or significant weaknesses or deficiencies were noted in internal control, however, a suggestion was made to have a review of general journal entries that are done by someone other than the individual doing the entry.  
Another violation was the unassigned fund balance of the General Fund exceeded the maximum 40% by $750,000.  
HIGHWAY


Mike Schlaffman, Highway Superintendent advised that the load limits would be removed today May 4, 2023.  


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve piers, guy wires and anchors along and in the County Right of Way (Highway 16/249th St) needed for the construction of the electrical substation being constructed.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to adopt the following resolution for installation of water pipes for Aurora Brule Rural Water system:

BRULE COUNTY RESOLUTION #2023-3

Adopted: May 4, 2023
Resolution, granting Aurora-Brule Rural Water System, Inc., a county-wide authorization for the purpose of the continued placement and maintenance of pipeline and related appurtenances and the construction and maintenance of new pipeline and related appurtenances for the Brule County portion of the Aurora-Brule Rural Water Project. 

Aurora-Brule Rural Water System, Inc., has heretofore applied to the Board of County Commissioners of Brule County, South Dakota, for authorization to construct or lay its water pipeline on, over, across, or under public highways and rights-of-way for the purpose of providing rural water service in Brule County, South Dakota, and elsewhere in the Aurora-Brule project area.  Notice was duly given by mail of the application of Aurora-Brule Rural Water System, Inc., to all persons, firms or corporations owning or operating electric, telephone, or telegraph lines within Brule County, South Dakota, in compliance with SDCL 31-26-13.  All comments received were considered by the Brule County Commissioners.  This Resolution was adopted pursuant to SDCL Ch. 31-26 and in particular SDCL 31-26-24 and 31-26-25 by the Board of County Commissioners of Brule County, South Dakota, at a regular meeting which was held in the Commissioner’s room in the Courthouse in the City of Chamberlain, Brule County, South Dakota, on the 4th day of May, 2023.  A majority of the Commissioners were present.  After discussion, the following resolution was approved and upon motion duly made, seconded, and carried was adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Aurora-Brule Rural Water System, Inc., a corporation, shall be allowed and permitted to run an underground pipeline for transmitting water or all purposes for which said corporation was formed along any and all public rights-of-way, including all rights-of-way between all sections in Brule County, South Dakota, so long as said transmission and distribution pipe is buried so as not to interfere with the building of any roads or causing any liability to the County.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Aurora-Brule Rural Water System, Inc., a corporation, shall bear the expense of any subsequent movement of the pipeline, if such is required by Brule County.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that when the pipeline is installed in the public right-of-way, such right-of-way shall be restored to as near its original condition as it practical with normal construction methods.  

BE IT FURHER RESOLVED that the installation of such pipeline and appurtenances in the public right-of-way shall conform to plans and specifications to be submitted to the County, prior to construction, for review and commend, and said plans shall include the following conditions:

1. Notice Prior to Starting-Work: Before starting construction work, the County Road Superintendent or other designated employee of the County will be notified at least 48 hours in advance of the time work is to begin.  

2. Minimum Interference with Traffic: All Work will be planned and carried out so as to minimize inconvenience to the traveling.  

3. Storage of Material: No material shall be stored within eight (8) feet from the edge of the pavement or traveled way or within the shoulder line unless otherwise approved by the County Superintendent.  

4. Clean Up Right-of-Way: Upon completion of work, litter will be removed and the right-of-way left in as presentable a condition as before work started.  

5. Care of Drainage: If the contemplated work interferes with established drainage, provisions will be incorporated in the project during construction to maintain normal drainage.  

6. Location Plans: Upon completion of the work a copy of the record drawings will be furnished to the County for their records and use. 

7. Maintenance: The pipeline and appurtenances placed in the County right-of-way will be maintained and reasonable care exercised in inspecting and repairing any portion of the right-of-way which occurs as a result of the operation and maintenance of the pipelines and appurtenances. 

8. Paved and FAS (Future Paved) Roadways: Pipelines installed perpendicular to asphalt or concrete paved roadways will be installed by boring or jacking methods.  All pipelines under paved roadways shall be encased in a sleeve.  Pipelines installed longitudinally in a right-of-way will be by an open cut.  Minimum of one-half of paved surfacing will be left clear and open to traffic at all times.  All lanes will remain clear and open during the hours of darkness.  

9. Graveled and Other Roadways: Pipelines installed transversely or longitudinally in a graveled or other road right-of-way will be by boring or jacking methods when reasonably possible, otherwise an open cut method. Sleeving or encasing the pipeline is not required. Roadways may be closed during construction for crossings provided detour signing is maintained.  All lanes will remain clear and open during the hours of darkness.  Pipelines installed longitudinally in a right-of-way will be by an open cut. 

10. Depth of Pipelines: Pipelines will be placed to a depth of cover consistent with design standards for water pipelines for the area.  Where additional pipeline cover is necessary to accommodate future roadways, vertical and horizontal roadway designed clearances, the County shall so advise Aurora-Brule at the time of County review of the need for additional pipeline cover. 

Adopted this 4th day of May, 2023.  Signed at Chamberlain, SD.  Signed by Chairman Brad Carson, Sharman Swanson, Donn DeBoer, Greg Mairose and Gary Dozark.  Attest:  Pamela Petrak, Auditor.  
STRIPING AGREEMENT

  
Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to sign a striping agreement with SD Department of Transportation.  The State pays 60% of the eligible costs and the County pays 40% of the costs.  County portion is $1,243.88.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
PERSONNEL 

Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to increase Daphne Cottier wage .50/hour ($19.00/hour) effective April 9, 2023 as she has passed the probationary period.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to accept the changes to the personnel manual as presented to the Board.  Changes were made to section 313, 317, 402, 503 and 504.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONTRACT


Buffalo County expressed, via a letter, that they feel that the June 1, 2023 deadline is too short of notice to terminate the Emergency Management Agreement with Brule County, but will be willing to discuss termination at the end of the year (September 30).  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

PLAT

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the following plat:  A plat of Tree Tract A, A subdivision of previously platted Swanson Children’s Family Trust Tracts 1 and 2 in the NW ¼ of Section 31, T 104 N, R 69 W of the 5th P.M., Brule County, SD.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

JAIL BUILDING


A quote was received from Edge Concrete to repair the curb and gutter in front of the Jail Building on Kellam Street to alleviate the snow and ice buildup in front of the entrance of the building.  Edge Concrete will repair the area from the intersection of Kellam and Courtland west 130’ to the driveway of the jail building for $4,000.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the quote.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to replace the roof hatch on the jail building while repairing the roof at the Jail building.  L & D Roofing quoted $1,876.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

COURTHOUSE 


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to replace the roof hatch on the jail building while repairing the roof on the lower portion of the Courthouse.  L & D Roofing quoted $1,876.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BURN BAN


Due to the dry conditions and the slow growth of new vegetation Brule County is enacting a full NO BURN BAN until conditions improve.  Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to enact the Burn Ban until further notice and to add a fine to violators of $500.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
BRULE COUNTY

RESOLUTION 2021-3

RESOLUTION REGULATING FIRE HAZARDS IN BRULE COUNTY
WHEREAS, Brule County is dedicated to taking steps to protect the health and safety of all residents of the County and all property within the County, and
WHEREAS, vegetation has not greened up as of yet, indicating that the risk of a dangerous fire is very high; and
WHEREAS, the Brule County Commission has consulted with the Emergency Manager and the Highway Superintendent; and
WHEREAS, for purposes of this Resolution, “open burning” shall be defined as any outdoor fire, including but not limited to campfires, warming fires, charcoal grill fires, or the prescribed burning of fence rows, fields, wildlands, trash and debris.  This resolution excludes fires contained within liquid-fueled or gas-fueled stoves, fireplaces within all buildings, charcoal grill fires at private residences, and permanent fire pits or fire grates located on supervised developed picnic grounds and campgrounds, and


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Brule County Commission enact this resolution on an emergency basis and impose a ban to prohibit or restrict open burning in order to protect the public health and safety pursuant to South Dakota Codified Law 7-8-20(18); and be it


FURTHER RESOLVED that the ban will be in place until the danger of damage from fire lessens and the Commission takes action to remove the ban.

BE IT FURTER RESOLVED that the fine not to exceed five hundred dollars and/or 30 days in jail; suppression costs of extinguishing the fire, including response fees, mutual aid assistance from other agencies or fire departments, reimbursement to governments for suppression efforts and compensation to the firefighters for time lost from their employment.

4H PROGRAM/EXTENSION


Laura Alexander, 4H Advisor gave an update of the 4H program in Brule County with enrollment numbers up for the 2023 year.  Alexander also asked the Board to help offset the cost of a CPR clinic that she is conducting as part of a babysitting class.  In order to get certified in CPR it cost $45.00/child.  Alexander was asking the County to help pay $10.00/student up to 30 students.  Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to pay the $300.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

POOR RELIEF


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve two burial claims of  indigent individuals that qualify for County Assistance.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
TRAVEL REQUEST


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve travel for the Auditor, Treasurer and Register of Deeds to attend Spring Workshop in Pierre May 17 & 18, 2023 in Pierre, SD.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  One night motel for each individual and meals.  


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to approve travel for the Director of Equalization to attend annual conference in Sioux Falls, SD, June 13 – 16, 2023.  Three nights motel per individual and meals.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.    

SURPLUS PROPERTY


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to offer the tax deed property in Kimball (Lot 1 & 2, Ex W 25’ of Lot 2 Block Twelve (12) Original Addition to the City of Kimball for sale by sealed bids.  Property is sold “as is”.  Contact the Brule County Auditor to make arrangements to inspect the property.  Conveyance will be by quit claim deed.  Minimum bid of the property is $2500.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to enter executive session at 10:51am to discuss personnel issues.  Executive session declared over at 11:23 am.  No action taken.  
AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER


The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 4-31-2023 a balance of $10,824,836.84 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES


The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $7,497.72 for April, 2023.


REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE

The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditors Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet.    
APPROVE CLAIMS


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the following bills and payroll.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND

Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 3363.42; Treasurer, 3723.13; States Attorney, 6654.33; Assessor, 3599.91; Planning Commission, 220.49; Register of Deeds, 3364.22; Sheriff, 9,810.47; Jail, 11,361.54; Courthouse, 1424.00; Veteran Service, 817.46; Victim Witness Coordinator, 261.12; Weed & Pest, 688.05.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3667.67.  Retirement:  SDRS, 2838.29.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3784.67.  Insurance:  HMA 4684.02.  AMG Pyschiatry Sioux Falls, 420.50, Avera Occupational Medicine, 139.00; Biskeborn, Kristin, 56.12; Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial, 255.37; Bob Barker, 330.30; Bomgaars Supply, 278.42; Brooks Hardware, 818.13; Burke Oil Company, 2620.69; Central Dakota Times, 245.00; Chamberlain Fire Department, 24,508.00; Chamberlain Wholesale, 248.45; Colestock, Leslie, 73.46; Dailey Law, 3040.70; Dakotabilities, 180.00; Edwards, Matthew, 51.02; Election Systems & Software, 4667.25; Environmaster, 79.00; First Dakota Bank, 372.83; Fox, Dan, 110.75; Hancock, Richard, 72.44; Hein Law Office, 3502.44; Hopkins Plumbing Heating & Air Conditioning, 348.41; J.D. Power, 365.00; JG Welding, 417.92; Johnson, Controls, 451.86; Katterhagen, Mark, 6.00; Kimball Fire Department, 21,132.00; Lake County, 60.00; Larson, Val, 6.00; Lehr Law Office, 3832.20; Lewis Drug Inc, 184.30; Maule, Theresa, 66.26; McLeod’s Printing, 4160.00; Meyerink Farm Service, 56.62; Michelle’s Market, 58.47; Mid States Organized Crime, 100.00;  Midwest Card & ID Solutions, 750.00; Miller, Darrell, 4095.00; NAPA Auto Parts, 21.99; National Sheriff’s Association, 71.00; Northwestern, 3106.23; Office Products Center, 802.60; Olson’s Pest Tech, Inc, 80.00; Overweg Repair, 19.79; Pazour, Karla, 52.04; Petty Cash, 262.35; Pukwana Fire Department, 12,420.00; Pukwana Town, 92.55; Ristau, Karen, 51.02; Servall Uniform/Linen Company, 40.15; Secretary of State Office, 30.00; SDAAO, 750.00; SD Association of County Officials, 600.00; SD Department of Health, 550.00; SD Department of Revenue, 60.00; Stephanie Moen & Associates, 63.70; Stuart-Pope, Elisabeth, 73.46; Taylor, James, 4946.99; Team Laboratory Chemical, 122.64; Tichy, Nancy, 53.06; United Laboratories, 802.30; Verizon Wireless, 222.86; Wanalain Storage LLC, 320.00; Weed & Pest Conference, 200.00; Wellman, Jill, 60.20; Wex Health, INc, 25.00; Yankton County Sheriff’s Office, 50.00. 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND

Salaries:  12,717.20.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 983.67.  Retirement:  SDRS, 763.03.  Insurance Reimbursement:  579.40.  Insurance:  HMA 1782.97. Al’s Diesel Repair, Inc, 869.03; Aurora Brule Rural Water, 39.75; Bomgaars Supply, 301.91; Boyer Trucks, 176.01;Brooks Hardware, 404.04; Burke Oil Company, 4015.26; C & B Operations, 646.98; C & S Truck Sales, 1868.47; Central Dakota Times, 133.01; Heath Lumber Company, 95.28; JG Welding, 250.00; Kaleb’s Service, 80.47; Northwestern, 817.51; Overweg Repair, 479.90;Verizon Wireless, 41.80.

24/7 FUND

Salaries:  146.64. FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 13.66.  Retirement:  SDRS, 8.80.  Insurance Reimbursement:  29.63.  Insurance:  HMA 2.34.    
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND

Salaries:  684.88.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 65.20.  Retirement:  SDRS, 41.09.  Insurance Reimbursement:  319.67.  McLeod’s Printing, 47.20. 
911 FUND
Century Link, 877.11.
DOMESTIC ABUSE FUND

Missouri Valley Crisis Center, 1781.68.  
ADJOURNMENT


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to adjourn at 11:43am with the next meeting being held on 5-18-2023 at 9:30 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:

____________________________                              __________________________________________

PAMELA PETRAK                        


  BRAD CARSON
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR     


  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

