Harding County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings

June 6, 2023

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Charles Verhulst on June 6, 2023 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson,  Hunter Kalisiak, John Helms and Jason Latham present as well has County Auditor Kathy Glines.  None absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of May 2, 2023 as presented.
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Karen Teigen, Wyatt Sabo, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Michael Steffen, Dusty Ginsbach, John Carter and Dalton Hurst. 
HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on highway activities.  Discussion was held on the condition of the roads in the County.  The graveling on the 797 (Cave Hills) Road is done as of today.  The milling and stabilizer will be done starting July 10th.   They are moving to the Cox road to grind and add gravel starting on June 12th and then the milling and stabilizer will be added once completed.
EQUIPMENT REQUESTS


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to allow the Auditor to purchase a video/microphone system to use in the Commissioner room for video conference calls.  The staff has been participating in numerous conference training via Zoom and other venues and this will allow more of the staff to participate in one area rather than on individual computers. Total cost will be $296.63.


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to allow the Sheriff to purchase two new mobile radios that are P25 compliant, one being for the office and the other for his residence.   Total cost is $8,541.48.

COURTROOM SOUND SYSTEM


Karen Teigen, UJS Clerk of Courts, visited with the Board about the installation of a new sound and recording system for the courtroom.  The state has bid the project and the total bid is $24,190.86.   The UJS will pay $10,000 of the cost but the county will have to pay the balance.  Discussion was held on the county funds that are needed.  Teigen reported that there are several bonds that need to be collected and they could be used towards the cost.   Glines reported that the county has been given permission from UJS to use $5000 in Law Library funds towards the project.

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to request the UJS to move forward with the installation of the system. 

ELECTION


Glines presented an Election Service Agreement from Election Systems & Software for locking in costs for election material until December 31, 2026.   This would include the costs of ballot layout, coding, voice file services and ballot printing among other things.  The agreement does not commit the county to any purchases.

Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to authorize the Auditor to sign the agreement.

-35-


Glines reported that there will be an election school of training in Pierre on October 18 and 19.   She is asking permission for her and her deputy to attend the training, which would require having one of the other offices to answer her phone and assist customers.  The Board granted permission for her and the deputy to attend the training.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR


Michael Steffen, Business Outreach person for the SD Department of Labor, introduced himself to the Board and discussed the several programs that the Department has to assist with labor issues and staffing.   Mr. Steffen hopes to be in the county once a month and is available to assist anyone or businesses with the various programs.  Contact information is available in the Auditor’s office.

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney, discussed entering into a Mutual Aid Agreement with Carter County, MT for law enforcement assistance.  Ginsbach and Carter County have not drafted any agreement yet but he did present a copy of a Memorandum of Understanding regarding mutual aid between the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe and the SD Highway Patrol that he felt could be used as a model.  Until more information can be presented the Board took no action on the request.
FAIR BUILDING


The Harding County Fair Board has approached the Commissioners about the condition of the Fair Building and the needed repairs.  The Fair Board has forwarded a copy of quotes they have received for the need work that range from $83,000 to $72,000.   After discussion, no decision was made by the Board at this time.

REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of May 31, 2023 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in bank
        741,348.24

Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00


Total amount of checks in treasurer's possession not exceeding 3 days
 27,238.49

Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
8,717,874.91

Total Outstanding Checks
(80,754.27)


                            Total
$9,907,537.37     

(Total includes monies due to school, towns and amounts held for others)

EMPLOYEES

The Board acknowledged the one year anniversary of employment of Mary Cramer, Deputy Register of Deeds, as of June 28, 2023 and an increase of pay rate to $15.50 per hour.


The Board acknowledged the hiring of Pierre-Richard “Isaac” Cadet as Deputy Sheriff as of June 8, 2023.  Mr. Cadet will start at the annual salary of $40,000 per year due to being a certified law enforcement officer in another state. 


The Board acknowledged the hiring of Erica Coonrod as seasonal highway maintenance at the rate of $15.00 per hour. 

FOSSIL HEARING


The Board conducted a public hearing at 2:00, as advertised, for the purpose of considering an application to allow for the exploration of fossilized or paleontological remains on County owned real estate.  Present at the hearing was John Carter.   Mr. Carter has filed an application to explore approximately 18,053.92 acres of county land.  Questions were asked by 
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the Board if Mr. Carter truly intended to explore all of the acres listed and whether permission 
should be granted to allow him access to all of the requested acres.   After discussion Mr. Carter agreed to re-visit the application and narrow the amount of acres.  The Board will continue the hearing to June 20, 2023 at 9:00 AM.


The Board conducted a public hearing at 2:00, as advertised, for the purpose of entering into a lease agreement with John Carter for the removal and sale of fossilized remains on the below described property owned by Harding County:

   NE4SE4, E2NE4 of Section 10, Township 16N, Range 4E, Black Hills Meridian, Harding County, South Dakota.

SW4NE4, SE4SW4, NW4SE4, S2SE4 of Section 22, Township 17N, Range 5E, Black Hills Meridian, Harding County, South Dakota.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to enter into a lease agreement with John Carter for the purpose of removing fossilized remains from NE4SE4, E2NE4 of Section 10, Township 16N, Range 4E, Black Hills Meridian, Harding County, South Dakota and to deny the request for lease for the property located in Section 22, Township 17, Range 5.  The Lease Agreement will be effective from June 1, 2023 to December 31, 2025. 

LIBRARY/TRAINING BUILDING


Dalton Hurst met with the Board, per their request, to discuss the design and bid specifications for the construction of a building to house the Library, EMS training room and garage to house the ambulance, rescue truck and book mobile.  The Board would like to get a design for the building so a cost estimate can be determined to see if enough money has been saved to start the construction of the building.   Several ideas and options were discussed.  Mr. Hurst felt like he could have something for the Board to review by the end of July. 
OFFICE REPORTS


Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds; and Kathy Glines, Auditor, reported on activities in their respective offices.  


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff, reported that he has new Deputy Sheriff hired who is scheduled to start work on June 8, 2023.  Sabo also reported that they will be attending fentanyl/narcan training.


Commissioner Kalisiak left the meeting at 3:50. 
CLAIMS APPROVED



Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham carried to approve the following claims:
May Payroll

Auditor's office
5840.93
Treasurer's office
5840.93
States Attorney's office
4147.00
Director of Equalization's office
4196.55
Register of Deed's office
5576.93
Veteran Service Office
425.00

Sheriff's office
    6820.00
Emergency Management
216.67

Airport Manager
541.67

Extension
856.38

Weed Control
4127.42

Highway office
6427.85
Highway Maintenance crew
21285.15
Library

  1363.57
AFLAC
group insurance
807.23             
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
60381.91
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Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred compensation
111.76
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
May retirement
7658.94
SDRS Supplemental Ret. Plan
May retirement
65.00

Washington Nat’l Ins.
Group insurance
55.50

US Treasury
May SS & WH
 14470.47
June claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2954.16
Nathan Williams
seasonal weed spraying
2259.00
Kara Koan
seasonal weed spraying
1177.50
Brad Bowers
temporary help – highway
360.00

Erica Coonrod
seasonal highway
1263.75

Stuart Guptill
seasonal highway
3978.75

Fern Giannonatti
temp help – library
 32.40
Advanced Drug Testing
preemployment testing
78.00

Amazon Capital Services
library supplies
632.44

AT&T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
104.57
AT&T Mobility
highway cell phone
90.47
Audra Hill Consulting
evaluations
289.55

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
18.40

Melissa Breding
expense
238.68

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
928.83
Butler Machinery Co.
repair
4791.65
Butte County Equipment
supplies
38.40

Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
 431.00
Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities
105.50
G & O Paper and Supplies
supplies
702.05
GGT Lawn Service
repair
75.00

Grand Electric
county utilities
 1168.30
Gunderson Trucking
gravel hauling
549619.50
H & L Super Valu
supplies
17.31

Harding County School 31-1
20% mineral severance
73147.90
Helena

supplies
3565.20

Home Place Rentals, LLC
rental
1939.60
John Deere Financial
repair
 1115.52
Kapco

supplies
576.68

Kimberly Kinney
court appointed attorney
675.37

Kara Koan
cleaning contract
2500.00

Sue Litzel
expense
641.85

Magician Rick Eugene
summer reading program
275.00

Matheson TriGas
supplies
124.54

Mendoza Plumbing & Sprinklers
supplies
650.00

Nation’s Center News
publishing
479.17
Newman Traffic Signs
supplies
120.00

Nutrien Ag Solutions
supplies
3980.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
17246.70
Olson Propane
utilities – county
2596.38

Olson Propane
utilities – clinic
468.57
PCC

contract ambulance billing
398.34
Pennington Co. Public Defender
court appointed attorney
63.00

Perkins County Highway Dept
supplies
1444.40

Jim Pickett
supplies
69.79
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Prairie Auto Parts
supplies & repair
36.97
Ramkota – Pierre
expense
232.00

Reserve Account 
postage
413.06
Reva Store
fuel
50.01
Roadtek Services, Inc
contract blading
10440.00
Rushmore Communications
supplies
1142.52

Sandra Semerad, RMR-CRR
court reporter
58.80

Scott Peterson Motors
repair
53.56

SD Dept of Agriculture
weed licenses
70.00

SD Dept of Health
testing
70.00

SD Dept of Revenue
May collections
99615.63
SD Dept of Revenue
May sales tax
 3.73
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
33.90

SD Sheriffs Association
supplies
55.55

SDAAO
registration
400.00

SDACO
M & P funds
68.00
Servall

supplies
609.61
Simon

road oil
2086.50
Staples

supplies
913.26
Steinley Real Estate Appraisals
registration
325.00

Sturdevants
supplies & repair
588.33
Lila Teigen
supplies
57.89

The Current Connection
IT fees & supplies
548.10
Town of Buffalo
rental
50.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities
344.62
Warne Chemical
supplies
51.42
West River Coop. Telephone
county utilities - May
956.83
West River Coop. Telephone
health clinic utilities
154.18
West River Coop. Telephone
CAT utilities
35.06
RECESS

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Verhulst declared the Board recessed at 4:55 PM.  They will meet again on June 20 at 9:00 AM to work on the 2024 budget and any other business that may come before them.
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