County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings

July 6, 2023

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Charles Verhulst on July 6, 2023 at 9:00 AM with members John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak and Jason Latham present as well as Kathy Glines, Auditor. Commissioner William Clarkson was absent.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the minutes of June 6 and 20, 2023 as presented. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Wyatt Sabo (by phone), Sue Litzel, Laurie Elmore, Ashton Giannonatti, Karen Stevenson, Dennis Price, Gerald Burghduff, Cheryl Turbiville, Isaac Cadet, Traci Routier, Sarah Sabo, Elizabeth Henderson and Cliff Claypool.
HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported that the lift of gravel on the Cox Road is in progress and about half way done and it will be milled and have stabilizer added.  The Cave Hills road is in the process of being milled and stabilizer being added. 

There has been a request for a “Hearing Impaired” sign on the South Camp Crook road to warn traffic to be extra cautious.  The Board approved the placement of the sign.

Humbracht reported that the Town of Buffalo has contacted him asking for 60 yards of gravel.  They would be willing to trade an older sanding truck in exchange for the gravel.  The City would be responsible for the hauling.  Humbracht felt that the County could utilize the truck and could use parts off of the sander for repairs on our current equipment.  Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to authorize the exchange of 60 yards of gravel for the sanding truck.
AUTOGATE


Humbracht presented an Application for installation of an autogate from the Limpert Family LLLP ranch on the JB Road.  The autogate would butt up against an existing autogate to bring the total width to 24’ due to buffalo being in the adjoining pastures.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the County installing the autogate with Limpert Family LLLP being responsible for the $12,500 cost as per county policy.

GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUEL


Motion by Helms, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to accept the proposal for gasoline and diesel fuel for purchases made July 1 through December 31, 2023:


Olson Fuels:


Gasoline - $ .10 off per gallon


Clear Diesel - $ .05 off per gallon


Tank Wagon - $ .05 off per gallon

RAFFLES

The Board acknowledge notice of two raffles that will be conducted.  One is for the 
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Ludlow Hall and the other is for the Harding County Shooting Sports. 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT


Glines reported that her term on the Board of Directors for the SD Public Assurance Alliance is up this year.  She would like to run for another three year term.  According to the SDPAA by laws, a resolution of support is needed from the parent government agency.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote:  Clarkson-absent; Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The SD Public Assurance Alliance (SDPAA), which is a risk sharing pool comprised primarily of South Dakota cities and counties, has an open seat on its Board of Directors for the position to be held by a member other than a municipality; and

WHEREAS, Harding County has been a member in good standing of the SDPAA for many years and recognizes the importance of having representation on the Board of Directors of the SDPAA; and 

WHEREAS, County Auditor, Kathy Glines, is the current Board member for the seat that is up for election and serves as the Secretary/Treasurer of the SDPAA Board of Directors; and

WHEREAS, the SDPAA board member eligibility rules require a candidate to be supported by a resolution of their governing board;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Harding County Board of Commissioners does support the candidacy of Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines, to the SDPAA Board of Directors for a three year term beginning on January 1, 2024, subject to nomination by the SDPAA Nominating Committee, and then subject to election by the SDPAA members in attendance at the SDPAA Annual Meeting to be held in October, 2023.
ABATEMENT


Glines presented an abatement for property taxes on behalf of Sands Oil Company.  Sands has delinquent property taxes back to 2017 pay 2018.  After researching the status of the gas wells it has been discovered that the wells had been plugged and abandoned and should have never been assessed or taxed.  

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the abatement of various gas wells for 2017 (pay 2018) in the amount of $189.24; 2018 (pay 2019) in the amount of $173.82; 2019 (pay 2020) in the amount of $192.26; 2020 (pay 2021) in the amount of $1,114.58; 2021 (pay 2022) in the amount of $1,168.44; 2022 (pay 2023) in the amount of $1,072.34 for a grand total of $3,910.68 to be abated.


It was also discovered that five wells had been assessed to Sands Oil Company that should have been assessed/taxed to Clark Blake Production.   Glines reported that she has visited with Mr. Blake about the wells and he agreed that he should have been the one receiving the tax notices and that he was more than willing to pay the delinquent taxes on the properties.    Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to direct the Auditor and Treasurer to send the tax billings to Mr. Blake and to forgive any interest and penalty due to the error being on the County and not the taxpayer.


There is still delinquent taxes owed on a pipeline and a compressor building.  The Auditor will continue to research the ownership of those two tracts and report back to the Board.

MALT BEVERAGE HEARING


The Board conducted a Public Hearing for the Application for Special Retail (on-Sale) Malt Beverage License for the Camp Crook Roping Club.   No one from the public was in 
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attendance at the hearing.  Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the Special Malt Beverage License for the Camp Crook Roping Club for August 18 & 20, 2023.

2024 BUDGET


The Board reviewed the 2024 budget requests.  The Provisional Budget for 2024 will 
be considered and adopted by the Board on July 17, 2023. 
REPORT APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of June 30, 2023 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks
 289,304.63

Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer's possession no exceeding 3 days
 16,047.26

Total amount in C.D.'s 
  500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
8,037,308.62

Total of Outstanding Checks
(92,782.95)


                    Total
$8,751,707.56
     (Total includes monies due to school, towns, and amounts held for others)
OFFICE REPORTS


Ashton Giannonatti, Director of Equalization office; Laurie Elmore, 4-H Advisor; Melissa Breding, Treasurer, and Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds reported on activities in their respective offices.  
LETTER OF SUPPORT


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to direct the Auditor to submit a letter of support for the Camp Crook Roping Club to help with their efforts to secure grant funding. 
CAMP CROOK ROPING CLUB

Dennis Price, Gerald Burghduff and Karen Stevenson with the Camp Crook Roping Club, were present to discuss the lease of the County owned land that has been leased to the Roping Club for the past several years at the rate of $5.00 per year.   This year the County increased the lease rate to $1,785.92 per year, which is the same rate as other County land that is leased.  The Roping Club did not enter into the lease and after discussion with Ms. Stevenson the County lowered the lease to $892.96 per year.  The Roping Club did not enter into the lease and they were advised by the County that due to failure to lease the property that no one would be allowed to have livestock on the property.

Mr. Burghduff presented information on the history of the Roping Club and the use of the property and how the use helped fund the activities of the Roping Club. It was also discussed how the Fair Rodeo and Match Bronc Riding helps enhance the Fair, the attendance at the Fair and helps the local businesses.  He felt that the County should do more to support the Fair and the Roping Club and that the lease on the property should be lowered back to the $5.00


After more discussion, Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to set the lease rate on the property at $500.00 per year for a 5 year lease and to give the Roping Club until August 1, 2023 to agree to the lease or the offer will be retracted.
SHERIFF


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff (via phone); Isaac Cadet, Deputy Sheriff and Cheryl Turbiville, 
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Office Administrator, met with the Board to discuss various equipment requests.  Sabo 
reported that the Central Square software that can be used to track tickets and arrests will cost $18,044 for initial set up and then approximately $2000 per year for support.  Sabo is visiting with other counties on possibly using their license and is also negotiating with the company about the cost.  He asked that the Board delay action on the request until the August meeting, which they agreed to.


Sabo also requested permission to install window armor in the Deputy Vehicle at the cost of $1,522.


Turbiville reported that the printer in the office is not working and asked permission to purchase a new on at the cost of $470 and that the HP OfficeJet Pro All in One printer (SN# FFXHX0K6DXP) be declared surplus for disposal.


Cadet discussed purchasing a rifle and a shooting target.   He is using his personal handgun.

Motion by Latham, seconded by Helms and carried to authorize the purchase of the window armor, rifle and target (not to exceed $1500) and printer and to surplus the old printer for disposal. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGREEMENT


Buffalo Town Board members Traci Routier, Elizabeth Henderson, Sarah Sabo and Cliff Claypool visited with the Board about the Law Enforcement Services Agreement.  The Agreement has not been updated since 2016.  The Town Board would like to amend the agreement to remove the requirement that the Deputy Sheriff resides within the municipal limits of Buffalo and change it to “within a 5 mile radius of the municipal limits”.


The Town also discussed the possibility of offering a $7500 per year housing stipend in the Agreement which would be split between the Town and the County.   The County was not interested in offering a stipend as it does not do this for any of the other County Employees and they felt it would set a bad precedence to do it for one employee and not the others.  


The Auditor will make the resident changes to the Agreement and present it to both Boards once it is approved by the Sheriff. 
CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Helms, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims: 
June Payroll

Auditor's office

6460.93
Treasurer's office

6460.93
States Attorney's office

4371.75
Director of Equalization office

4912.60
Register of Deeds office

6130.93
Veteran Service Office

425.00

Sheriff's office

 10,132.31
Emergency Management

216.67
Airport Manager

541.67

Extension 4-H office

 744.00
Weed Control

5188.76

Highway office

6820.00
Highway maintenance crew

27769.38
Library


 1336.53
AFLAC
group insurance
 807.23
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
62597.07
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Nationwide Retirement
deferred compensation
111.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
June retirement
9402.90
SDRS 

June supplemental Ret.
65.00
Washington National Inc.
group insurance
55.50

US Treasury
June SS & WH
19331.46
July Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2945.86
Kara Koan
seasonal weed sprayer
2107.50

Nathan Williams
seasonal weed sprayer
1998.50
Erika Coonrod
seasonal hwy maint
2160.00

Stuart Guptill
seasonal hwy maint
2820.00
Amazon
supplies
386.29
AT & T Mobility
highway cell phone
90.47
AT & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
104.57
BJ’s Conoco
fuel
99.27

Bound Tree Medical
supplies
 347.25
Buffalo Hardware
supplies
 793.42
Butler Machinery
repair
693.41
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
555.84
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
3142.40
Dakota Fluid Power
supplies & repair
414.97

Laurie Elmore
supplies
126.94

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities & supplies
90.15
Frontier Glass
repair
763.04

Grand Electric
CAT utilities
41.72 
Grand Electric
county utilities
 1257.46
Gunderson Trucking
gravel hauling
265362.50

H & L Super Valu
supplies
78.46

Helena

chemical
1559.50
Home Place Rentals, LLC
rent
1939.60
Kara Koan
custodial contract
2500.00

McLeod’s
supplies
144.19
Monument Health
supplies
240.02
Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
3824.00
Olson Fuel
supplies
13371.55
Pheasantland Ind.
Supplies
84.00

Pitney Bowes
postage meter
142.53
Print Mark-et
supplies
50.00

Reserve Account
postage
243.93
Reva Store
supplies
30.02
Roadtek Services
contract raod blading
8990.00

Scott Peterson Motors
repair
  2790.42
SD State Treasurer
June sales tax
 8.72
SD State Treasurer
excise tax
0.00

SD State Treasurer
June collections
81742.72
SD Federal Property 
supplies
1217.50

SDACC
CLERP assessment
173.00

SDACC
registration
1200.00
SDACO
M & P 
112.00
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SDVSOA
registration
50.00

Servall

supplies
556.78
Shop 4-H
supplies
67.30

Staples

supplies
241.21
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
supplies
370.60
Lila Teigen
registration
195.00

The Current Connection
IT support
388.30
Thomson Reuters-West
supplies
1168.90

Town of Buffalo
utilities
344.62
Ryanna Turbiville
supplies
39.95

Tyler Technologies
Incode 9 contract
25396.79
Warne Chemical
supplies
216.59

West River Coop Telephone
clinic utilities
153.79

West River Coop Telephone
CAT utilities
34.97

RECESS


There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Verhulst declared them recessed at 4:10 PM until they meet again at 9:00 AM on July 17, 2023.  The Board will meet to adopt the 2024 Provisional Budget and conduct any other business that may come before the Board. 
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