COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

AUGUST 8, 2023

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Charles Verhulst on August 8, 2023 with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak and Jason Latham present as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  John Helms was absent. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were: Jeremy Humbracht, Tom Wilsey, Yvonne Yoder, Wyatt Sabo, Ashton Giannonatti, Dalton Hurst, Misty Koan, Lila Teigen, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Laurie Elmore and Dusty Ginsbach. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of July 6 and 17, 2023 as presented.
HIGHWAY REPORT

 
Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on various activities in the highway department.   A review of project costs was presented.  So far all of the scheduled projects have come in under the budget estimates.  The Cox Road milling should be completed this week, which will be the end of that project.  Gravel crushing is scheduled to start the end of this month or first part of September.   Crushing is scheduled for the Price pit and Nygaard pit.   Paper work has been started with the State to get permits to crush at the Siefert pit in 2024. 
REPORT APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of July 31, 2023 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in bank…………………………………….   
  385,619.72           Total amount of actual cash………………………………………….   
   1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer’s possession not exceeding

                              three days………………………………………………….       26,388.66

Total amount in C.D.’s…………….…………………………………..    500,000.00


Total amount in Money Market Plus Account….…………………….. 7,779,567.03

Total outstanding checks………………………………………………
( 78,295.00)

                         Total…………………………….…………………    $8,615,110.41

Total includes monies due to the School, State agencies and any money held for other 

parties.

ROAD SIGNING INFORMATION MEETING


Tom Wilsey, Brosz Engineering, was present to conduct a “Public Informational Meeting” regarding the road signing project that is scheduled for Harding County and the Town of Camp Crook.  The meeting started at 9:30, as advertised, with the members of the Board of Commissioners; Kathy Glines, Jeremy Humbracht and Yvonne Yoder present.


Mr. Wilsey reported that this is a Federally funded road safety project and that there would be no cost to the County or Town of Camp Crook.  They will be doing a full inventory of all of the County and Camp Crook maintained roads as well as analyzing speed limits. It is expected that the project will get started in 2025.  Mr. Wilsey answered various questions from the people present. 
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EMINANT DOMAIN


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham to adopt the following Resolution and to direct the Auditor to forward the Resolution to Governor Noem, State Senator Ryan Maher and State Representative Neal Pinnow.   Roll Call Vote:  Clarkson-yes; Helms-absent; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes.

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF EMINATE DOMAIN REFORM


WHEREAS, the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution states that “not shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation (US Constitution Amendment V), and,


WHEREAS, the South Dakota State Constitution provides that “Private property shall not be taken for public use, or damaged, without just compensation (SD Constitution Article 6 §13), and,


WHEREAS, the ommission of “private use” from these laws implies a complete prohabition on the taking of private property for non-public purposes, and


WHEREAS, On July 6, 2023 hundreds of citizens held a rally at the SD State Capitol in Pierre in support of revisions to the South Dakota eminent domain law, culminating with approximately 2000 signatures in support of eminate domain reforms, and


WHEREAS, The Harding County Board of Commissioners is in support of the constitutional rights of property owners.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Harding County Commissioners is in support of the Governor and Legislature revising South Dakota laws to eliminated the taking of private property for non-public use.
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM


Glines reported that there have been issues with the fire alarm system in the courthouse and that she had to call a service technician to come work on it.  The control panel was installed when the courthouse was built in 1997 and is long past exepcted life.   A quote has been received in the amount of $15,437.05 to replace the control panel, annunciators and notification devices.   The existing initiation devices are compatible to the new system and would not have to be replaced.  


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to have Johnson Controls replace the obsolete fire alarm control panel at the cost of $15,437.05.

REQUEST TO USE COURTHOUSE LAWN


Glines reported that she had been contacted by Rise Up Inflatables with a request for permission to use the Courthouse lawn over Labor Day weekend to put their inflatable bouncy houses on.  Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Latham and carried to allow the use as long as they provide proof of Liability insurance and agree to signing a release to hold Harding County harmless.
EMPLOYEE POLICY


The Board reviewed several changes to the employee policy that they had asked the Auditor to draft.  Changes include better definitions of employee status, allowance of office staff, Annual leave time and time tracking and benefit eligibility.


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the Employee Policy changes effective August 8, 2023.  Due to the length of the changes, the policy will not be spread in the minutes but have been distributed to all of the employees and is available to the public for review at the Auditor’s Office. 
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OFFICE REPORTS


Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, Dusty Ginsbach, States Attorney and Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds, reported on activities in their departments.


Lila Teigen, Librarian, reported that the Northwest Regional Library has a new Website which is being provided free of charge through the State Library Association.   Teigen would like to have an outside book sale at the Library on September 2nd and asked permission to flex her Library hours to allow 4 hours of work on that day rather than on one of her scheduled days.  She will try to find a volunteer to staff the Library on the day that she trades off on that week.  The Board was agreeable to her doing this.


Melissa Breding, Treasurer, presented information on interest rates on CD’s, which are much better that the current interest that the county is making on CD’s.   The Board agreed that she should cash in the current CD’s (and take the penalty) and reinvest the money into new CD’s with the better interest rate.


Laurie Elmore, 4-H advisor, reported that she is planning on taking exhibits to the State Fair this year and asked permission for expenses to be covered (parking pass, mileage and meals).  She is planning on staying with family in Aberdeen so there will be mileage to Huron to drop of exhibits, then mileage to Aberdeen.  There will be one night of motel costs as well as meals on the travel days.  The Board agreed to the travel request. 
DIRECTOR OF EQUALIZATION


Ashton Giannonatti was present to discuss the Director of Equalization position with the Board.   It was agreed to that the position would be full time and require 40 hours per week.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to hire Ashton Giannonatti as Director of Equalization, effective August 14, 2023 at the starting pay of $16.26 per hour.

LIBRARY/TRAINING BUILDING


Dalton Hurst has been working with the County, per their request, on drafting building plans and specifications for a building that will house the Northwest Regional Library, a room for the EMT’s to train in and also house the ambulance and book mobile.   Hurst presented a drawing of the building for the Board to review.   Discussion was held on several different items and some adjustments they would like to see made to the drawing.  Hurst will make the adjustments and will come back to the September 5th meeting.  
AIRPORT CONSULTANT


The County has been advised that due to Federal requirements that it is time to advertise for a 5 year airport consultant.   The Board directed the Auditor to advertise for the consultant selection process, with proposals to be reviewed at the September 5th meeting.

RESCUE TRUCK


It has been reported that the Volunteer Fire Departments are not interested any longer in the heavy duty rescue truck that is owned by the County.   Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to surplus the 1994 Custom Freightliner Heavy Rescue Truck (VIN# 1FV6JLCB3RL704070) and to list the truck for sale on BigIron Auctions. 
CLAIMS

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the following claims:

July Claim

Auditor's office
payroll
   5,840.94
Treasurer's office
payroll
5,840.93
State's Attorney office
payroll
  4,139.25
Director of Equalization office
payroll
1,410.63
Register of Deeds office
payroll
5,811.24
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Veteran Service Office
payroll
425.00

Sheriff’s office
payroll
 10,153.33
Emergency Management
payroll
216.67
Airport Manager
payroll
541.67

Extension Office
payroll
744.00

Weed Department
payroll
4,108.66

Highway office
payroll
6,406.93
Highway Maintenance crew
payroll
22,709.10
Library
payroll
    945.26
AFLAC
group insurance
 724.88
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance                                58,703.10
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
 34.46
SD Retirement System
July retirement
 8,064.24
SDRS 
supplemental retirement
50.00

Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
July SS & WH
16,291.19
AUGUST CLAIMS

Commissioners
payroll, mileage  

3,677.57
Nathan Williams
seasonal weed spraying
1,980.00
Kara Koan
seasonal weed spraying
1,905.00
Erica Coonrod
seasonal hwy maint
2,876.25

Stuart Guptill
seasonal hwy maint
2,666.25
Fern Giannonatti
temp help – Library
118.80
A & B Welding Supply
supplies
745.17

Advanced Drug Testing
drug testing
 26.00
Amazon
library books
 872.67
AT & T Mobility
highway cell phone
  90.39
AT & T Mobility
sheriff cell phone
104.46
Audra Hill Consulting
mental evaluation
125.63
AVI Systems Inc.
courtroom sound system
8,054.97

Timothy Barnaud
court appointed attorney 
1,189.52

Bennett Main Gubbrud & Willert
mental health assistance
101.00

Bound Tree
supplies
  273.81
Bowman Auto Parts
repair
   161.98
Buffalo Hardware
supplies
692.16
Buffalo Ranch Supply
supplies
 73.98
Butler Machinery Company
repair
1,534.72

Cenex Fleetcard
supplies
518.10
CLIA Laboratory Program
ambulance fees
180.00

DC Inc.
repair
1,020.69

ET Sports
repair
453.30

ESRI
ArcGIS fees
550.00

G & O Paper & Supplies
supplies
21.10

Grand Electric
county utilities
   1,193.20
Grand Electric
Community Action utilities
70.39
Gunderson Trucking
gravel hauling
153,798.70
H & L Super Valu
supplies
36.39

Harding County Treasurer
plate and title fees
26.70

Helena
chemical
1,247.60

Highway 79 Arms
supplies
1,295.00

Home Place Rentals
rent
1,939.60
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Jenner Equipment
repair
870.52
Brenda Kari
expense 
 39.78
Kara Koan
cleaning contract
2,500.00

Sue Litzel
supplies
60.00

Loiseau Construction Inc.
gravel milling
367,953.60

McLeod’s
supplies
 578.80
Meyers Tractor Salvage
repair
1,175.30

Mikes Paint and Body
supplies & repair
2,213.49

Nation's Center News
publishing
491.60
National Sheriff’s Assoc.
dues
125.00
Newman Traffic Signs
supplies
243.33

Nutrien Ag Solutions, Inc.
supplies
1,962.50
Olson Fuels
supplies
21,350.72
PCC
ambulance billing
 273.58
Pennington County Jail
prisoner transport
184.44

Pennington County Sheriff
detox care
452.00

Pomps Tire 
repair
1,110.00
Prairie Auto Parts
repair 
 97.13
Reserve Account
postage
383.05
Runnings
supplies
326.92
Scott Peterson Motors
repair
826.94

SD Dept of Revenue
July collections
58,967.60
SD Dept of Revenue
sales tax
10.05
SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
25.00

SDACC
registration
  200.00
SDACO
M & P 
44.00

Servall
supplies
509.62
Staples
supplies
460.63
State 4-H Office
supplies
17.00

Steve Beylund Construction
road work
1,555.00

Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
supplies & repair
1,234.62

The Current Connection
IT support 
  385.74
Town of Buffalo
utilities
396.62
Cheryl Turbiville
supplies
78.47

West River Telephone
county utilities – July
952.11
West River Telephone
county utilities – August
933.65
West River Telephone
clinic utilities – August
153.88
West River Telephone
CAT utilities – August
34.98
TRUST AND AGENCY

Buffalo VFD
fire ins. tax refund
3,661.84
Camp Crook VFD
fire ins. tax refund
1,219.06
Castle Rock VFD
fire ins. tax refund
279.59  

Harding VFD
fire ins. tax refund
283.93
Lodgepole VFD
fire ins. tax refund
666.40 

Ludlow VFD
fire ins. tax refund
2,499.31
Prairie City VFD
fire ins tax refund
752.79
Ralph VFD
fire ins. tax refund
 1,687.15
Redig VFD
fire ins. tax refund
279.60
Reva/Sorum VFD
fire ins. tax refund
864.18
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to adjourn at 4:45 PM.
Signed:__________________________________________

            Charles Verhulst, Chairman

ATTEST:________________________________________


Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor

-54-

