COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

A regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Charles Verhulst on September 5, 2023 with members William Clarkson, John Helms, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting during the day were:  Jeremy Humbracht, Sue Litzel, Melissa Breding, Wyatt Sabo, Isaac Cadet, Adam Mesters, Elbert Andress, Robert Haivala, Dusty Ginsbach, David Niemi, Bill Kluck, Larry Nelson, Monte Bader, Alan Komrosky, Laurie Elmore and Ashton Giannonatti.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of August 8, 2023 as presented. 
HIGHWAY

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on highway activities.  Discussion was held on calling for bids for the Ladner Road and Harding Road as individual projects rather than including them in the gravel hauling bid for 2024. 

REPORTS APPROVED

The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of August 31, 
2023 as follows:


Total amount of deposits in banks…………………………..
             430,417.64

Total amount of actual cash…………………………………                         1,830.00


Total amount of checks in Treasurer’s possession not exceeding



three days……………………………………………
               17,487.24

Total amount in C.D.’s……………………………………….                    500,000.00

Total amount in Money Market Plus account………………..
          7,421,422.96
Outstanding Checks………………………………………….
           ( 87,044.56)




Total………………………………………..                $8,284,113.28

Total includes monies due to the School, State agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

LEMPG


The Auditor presented information from SD Department of Public Safety offering a grant program that would financially support the county for the emergency management program (Local Emergency Management Performance Grant).   The Board decided to not participate in the grant program.

FSA RECORDS


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms and carried to approve the transfer of farm records (FSA Form-179), which includes county lease land, for the Slim Buttes Buffalo Ranch, Inc. 

STATE AGENTS


Robert Haivala, Assistance SD Attorney General, introduced Adam Masters who is the 
Brand Enforcement Agent for the State Brand Board and Elbert Andress who is part of the 
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Unified Narcotics Enforcement Team.  The gentleman visited about what their duties are and the assistance that they could provide to Harding County.

DINOSAUR 

Monte Bader and Alan Komrosky reported on the dinosaur fossils that they have been excavating from County owned land, per their lease agreement.  They reported that they have been prepping a Triceratops “Oliver” for sale and would like an extension to the lease agreement with the County as they do not feel they are going to have adequate time to get it finished and offered on the market before the lease expires.  Discussion was also held on some smaller fossils that have been recovered but are not worth much money but could be sold on internet sites but would require a faster turnover.   The current lease requires that they shall obtain permission from the County prior to any sales.  After discussion it was agreed that the best way to approach the concerns about time deadlines and sales would be enter into a new lease agreement, as the current lease expires on December 31, 2023.   The Board asked the Auditor to advertise for a new lease agreement hearing and to include verbiage that will allow the sale of fossils for under $2500 with the condition that the County is notified (via the Auditor) that a sale is occurring. 
PROTECT AMERICAN LAMB


David Niemi, Larry Nelson and Bill Kluck presented information on the Protect American Lamb petition for relief that has been presented by the R-CALF USA Sheep Committee.   They presented a history of the sheep industry in the US and how the industry has been decimated over the years.   They asked that the County support the petition and provide written support.  Commissioner Clarkson presented a Resolution that he asked the Board to support.


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Helms to adopt the following Resolution:  Roll Call Vote: Clarkson-yes; Helms-yes; Kalisiak-yes; Latham-yes; Verhulst-yes.

RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the U.S. sheep industry is being decimated by excessive imports with little or no tariffs on lamb and wool.


WHEREAS, the U.S. sheep numbers have decreased by 62% and the number of operators have decreased by 60% in the last 40 years.


WHEREAS, the U.S. sheep industry is an important part of the local and national economy. 

THEREFORE, We, The Harding County Commissioners urge Governor Noem, congressmen Senator Thune, Senator Rounds, and Representative Johnson to urge the Administration and Congress to halt the injury to the U.S. Sheep Industry caused by excessive imports and urge the establishment of tariffs and tariff quotas that will ensure the competitiveness of the domestic sheep industry.

OFFICE REPORTS

The Sheriff’s office, Extension Office, Director of Equalization, Treasurer, Register of Deeds and Auditor all reported on activities in their respective offices.


Sheriff Sabo and Deputy Sheriff Cadet visited with the Board about the County giving the Deputy extra pay when he has to work on a holiday.   Since the item was not on the agenda, the Board will take the request under consideration and review it at their next meeting. 
2024 BUDGET


The Board discussed the 2024 budget.  The Board will meet on September 21, 2023 to 
approve the final budget for 2024.
-56-

AIRPORT 


The Board considered Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) for Airport Engineering Services for the ensuing five years.  The Board received one SOQ from the combined team of KLJ and Brosz Engineering.  The Board reviewed the SOQ and will determine the selection 
when they meet on September 21, 2023. 
CLAIMS APPROVED

           Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the following claims:
August Claims

Auditor's office
payroll
6,460.94
Treasurer's office
payroll
6,460.93
States Attorney office
payroll
4,395.00
Director of Equalization office
payroll
2,048.71
Register of Deeds office
payroll
6,460.93
Veteran Service Office
payroll
425.00

Sheriff's office
payroll
10,773.33
Emergency Management
payroll
216.67
Airport Manager
payroll
541.67

Extension Office
payroll
1,240.00

Weed Control
payroll
4,759.77

Highway Administration
payroll
6,505.35
Highway Maintenance
payroll
27,483.00
Library
payroll
   1,284.59
AFLAC
group insurance
  724.88
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
61,865.95
Nationwide Retirement Solutions   
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra, Inc.
vision insurance
34.46
SD Retirement System
August retirement
9,224.08
SDRS Supplemental Retirement
supplemental retirement
50.00

Washington Nat’l Ins. Co.
group insurance
55.50
US Treasury
August WH & SS
19,177.28
September Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2,594.35
Kara Koan
seasonal weed spraying
1,177.50
Nathan Williams
seasonal weed spraying
 1,672.50
Erica Coonrod
seasonal hwy maintenance
450.00

Stuart Guptill
seasonal hwy maintenance
2,782.50
Fern Giannonatti
temporary help – library
 32.40
Amazon
library books
251.64
AT&T Mobility
Sheriff cell phone
104.46
AT&T Mobility
highway cell phone
90.39
Audra Hill Consulting, Inc.
evaluation
65.96

Best Western Ramkota
expense
200.00

Browns Small Engine Repair
repair
20.50

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
    602.15
Butler Machinery Co.
repair
1,412.78

Camp Crook VFD
radios
6,743.66

Cenex FleetCard
supplies
 144.92
Clinical Laboratory of BH
autopsies
3,886.00

Dustbusters Enterprises
supplies
7,134.40

Pat Erdman
weed board mtg
53.86

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities
105.50
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Patty Gilbert 
coroner fees
83.10

Kathy Glines
expense
298.01
Grand Electric
utilities – county
1,425.73
Grand Electric
utilities – CAT
80.38
H & L Super Valu
supplies
8.24

Harding County Treasurer
plates and license
36.70

HC Electric
repair
618.71

Hodge Badge Company
supplies
284.23

Home Place Rentals LLC
rent
1,939.60
IAAO
DOE Dues
80.00

John Deere Financial
repair
3,906.33
Johnson Controls Fire Protection
repair
3,842.36
Denise Kalisiak
weed board mgt
35.50

Kara Koan
courthouse custodial contract
2,500.00

Loiseau Construction, Inc.
road milling
292,864.00

Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
665.00

Lawson Products
supplies
321.25

Monument Health
morgue fees
461.00
Northwest Tire
supplies
951.60

Nutrien Ag Solutions
chemical
3,586.00
Olson Fuels
supplies
14,825.07
Pomp’s Tire
supplies
2,125.52
Rapid City Finance Office
testing
40.00

Reds Fixit Shop
repair
379.00

Reserve Account
postage
276.82
Wyatt Sabo
uniforms
 95.44
SD Dept of Revenue
August collections
67,099.35 
SD Dept of Revenue
August sales tax
  535.69
SDAAO
registration
350.00

SDSU LTAP
registration
125.00

SDVSOA
dues
50.00

Ashley Secrest
weed board mtg
40.60

Servall
supplies
768.25
Simon
road oil
 1,391.00
Staples
supplies
815.49
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
  280.99
Mary Tarter
weed board mgt
42.64

Venoy Tenold
weed board mgt
39.58

The Current Connection
IT support
386.80
Town of Buffalo
utilities
368.02
Nancy Turbiville
weed board mtg
40.60

Tyler Technologies
VSO program
449.00

Warne Chemical & Equip.
supplies
15.94

Western Communications
supplies
100.00

West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities  
153.88 
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAP utilities  
  34.98
RECESS

        There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman declared the Board recessed at 3:50 PM until September 21, 2023 when they will meet to adopt the final budget for 2024 and to consider other business that may come before them.
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